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Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Tunis, 


Paar 7. 


No.1, 
Gonrul-General Haggerd to the Hart of Kimbertey.—(Reccived February 11.) 


fo. 13.) 
iy Tunis, February 4, 180% 
T HAVE the honour to inform wut Lordship that I was this morning received in 
EAience by the Bey om my entering’ on my fonctions as Her Majaiye ee at 


T was attended stor 

Resident, in his capaci ag, 
faction 

T may mention 

ent, who 

went should 


replying in what wero, I trust, suitable torms, the inte 
swarm reiteration on tho Jur of ia Highnoss of the conlial feelings entertained by 
er Empire. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed)  W. H, D. HAGGARD, 


ees 


No.2, 
‘Mr. Haggard to the Barl of Kimberley —(Received March 4,) 


red trade, foreign influence, and, i 
object ofthe pean a, with eh 
in which, with that vi 1 they 
incest oped ave ben te Ulan and Malic aoe ote? 


settlements are ‘of thrifty and hard-working individ 
very the Tan beiegsained at Sambert ota gh aaa 
the fens Ciioeel Mat exception 
000, nots ing all the efforts 
the French chaperone Ed expense. of 


B 








[noanoy asus aT 


under the Bey's Government, even to the 
its de tabac,” isn iy French subjects, the former occupants of foreign 
‘origin having been ousted to make way for them, 

Thear on good authority that M. Sfillet, the recently arrived Prench Resident, bas 
ome here with the fixed intention of carrying on this policy to the utmost extremity. 
We specially intends if posible, to era all Italian prosperity, and the inclosed para. 

raph from the “ Dépiche Tunisienne,"* which is the mouthpiece of the views of the 
ARetidency, may be looked upon as eptomizing this dotermitation, Tn the dearth ot 
French colonization, however, and in view of the fact that this, notwithstanding all the 
efforts to nttract 


fa railway 
enich Resident, or even the Frene 
hostile element, and dew 

It is generally 
‘Treaty next year 
the Honour “to i Dépiche 
‘Tunisienne,"* hinting at this in an a h it publishes and comments on the 
yourly Report of the Italian Chamber of Commerce, 

The Htalians say that in that case they will claim the resumption of the Capitulations 
on the ground that tess were, only given up temporarily and. rovioually, and can be 
renewed again by the Italian Government ; it is hardly likely that France will consent 
to this view of the matter, so that, should it really be put forward and persisted in by 
tho Ttalian Government, the result taay well affect the friendly relations between the two 
countries, 

._ It iv supposed that, on the lapse of the Ttalian ‘Treaty, 
of our Treaty with Tunis, and, if this intention ex 
it be carried into effect o 


fies bots reduced 


T have ventured yearly to call your Lordabip's attention to thove matters 
in view of the importance that they may posiibly ere long assume, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD, 


PS, February 12, 1895.—Just as I was closing the above, I received Sir T. Sander- 
son's despatch No, 1 to Mr. Profeit of the Ist February, inelosing an extract from a 
despatch from Her Majesty's Minister in Stockholm (No. 2 of the 9th January), with 
reference to the recently arrived French Resident. 

‘The views therein expressed would seem forcibly to bear out those attributed to 
‘M, Millet here, to which C baye had the honour of alluding in the above despatch, 

W. HD. H. 





No. 3. 
pM Haroera tothe Bar of Kimberley —(Recio Mareh 4) 
0. 4) 
Gri, ‘Tunis, February 8, 1895. 
THAVE the honour to inform your Loniship that M. Millet, the Freach Resident, 
is about to undertake a tour into the interior and to the south of the Regency. 
* Not peated. 





‘Majesty's Govern 
have realized that, 


arch, 1803. 

Thave the honour to inclose herewith the eopy of our itinerary which the French 
Residency have kindly given me, as also a rough tracing of the map of the route to be 
taken,* from which your Lordship will see that the proposed trip would go through 
practically the whole of the interior of Tunis, and wil skirt none: the Tripoitan 

yundary. 

‘Your Lordship will also observe that tho objective, both in the ease of Mr, Drum= 
mond-Hay's journey and that of the Resident, is the ‘Tschott-cl-Djerid, the salt desert 
about which there has been so much discussion as to the possibility of turning it into an 
inland lake by admitting the sea, 

‘The French Resident has informed me that this idea has now been finally rejected 
1s impossible, owing to the superior level of the land over that Mediterranean, 

‘The Resident will, however, go down to this Tschott from the north, and also rota 
to Gabes by another route to that traversed by Mr, Drummond-Hay, 4o nearly all the 
country I shall traverse will be f and. 

We were, as your Lordship will observe, to have started on tho 14th, but the 
sudden death this morning of one of the members of the party has caused the Resident 
to defer his departure for some days. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD, 





No. 4. 
Mr. Haggard to the Karl of Kimberley.—(Received March 12.) 


No. 6. Confidential.) 
‘Thnis, March 6, 1895. 
the benosr to inform your Lords iorning returned to Tunis 
from the tour in the interior on which I accompanied the French Resident, ax I had the 
honour of informing your Lordship in my despatch No. 4 of the 9h ultimo, 
‘The journey has proved most interesting and instructive, and I propose to give your 
Lordship an account of it in a separate Repo 
During the whole course of the trip Iwas treated by M. Millet with the greatest 
Kindness and courtesy, and I am in hopes that the intimacy which has necessarily grown 
up between two fellow travellers, who often shared the same tent in the desert, may 
Prove of value in conducing to the continuance of the good relations happily existing 
nce the French Residency and the English Conslate- General 
At Kef—one of our halts—M.Millet did me the honour of proposing my health at a 
reception given him by the colonists, I had consequently to return thanks, which I did 
ina few polite words, which were received with the greatest enthusiasm, 
T have the honour to inclose a telegraphic account of that day's proceedings, sent 
to the “Dépéche Tunisienne” by the reporter of the “ Agence Havas,” who accom- 
us. 
‘Though this report is not-qaite aceurate—notably in as much as I said nothing 
about “England viewing the work of France here without jealousy "—it gi 
general idea of my words, 


Not printed 








ia... 


Thare, &. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD, 


—S ee 
Inelosure in No. 4 
Extract from “ La Déptche Tunisienne” of February 21, 1806, 


De Souk-el-Arba au Kef. 


Le Kef, le 19 Féerier, 1895, 9 heures 30 soir. 
APRRS une nuit douteuse, le soleil entame Ia brume. Les gros papas ‘menagants 
‘gagnent les hauteurs et une lumidre vaporeuse succéde aux opacités fundbres d'bier, 
_, Cavaliers et montutes subissent V'influence de cette guité renaissante. Notre allure se 
fut rapide et les 48 kilom. qui wiparent Souk-al~Arba do Kef seroot franchis en quatre 
res. 
Pourtant, les chemins sont loin d'etre des 
Jes champs, les 
‘en une bous 
in ne sen ressent pas, grlee a Ja beaaté vraiment 


rage est certainement une des plus admirables choses que 
‘nous ayons vues en . 
De tous’ cbtés dévalent d'immenses tapis de neige. Au nord, la Kroumirie émerge 
comme sous un suaire et, aussi loin que la vac puisse s'étondre, elle 
xintre de montagne blanches : . Paris es 
fout A coup, le goum qui accompagne M. le Contrdleur Radenac, venu & ta rencont 
nistre, se déploie au galop, au milieu d'un vallon couvert de neige épaisee. ie 
Rien ne saurait rendre Vimpression de ces ?,000 costumes bizarres, mettant sur le 
névé comme des taches resplendissantes d’azur, de chrome, et de pourpre. 
‘Au milien de cette désolation glacée, rien de plus Grange que les silhouettes des 
ccavaliers des Beni-Ghanea, aveo leurs immenses bonnets de plumes dautruche, qui nous 
donnent la sensation fantastique d’une apparition. 


LArrivte au Kef. 


Lrentrée au Ket ext de tous points réassie et complate bien cette matings, 

‘Les troupes sont sous les armes, la popolation pousse des acclamations. 

ee Racine vient saluer le Résident. 

musiques jouent i la grande porte de la ville ct devant le Contrile, situé & I 
ext oh 2 Tieonent les bebitaats fu Ket head 
ux.ci Gprouvent une joie véritable de recevoie le Ministre. ‘Tous | mars 

wont bientdt se fire les Gchos de ces sentiments et teimclgner leur hacaaticaess per fe 
heat fonetionaaire qui a's pas eraint dafonter les fimes et les fatigues d'une route 
difficile pour ve rendre compte des besoins de chacun et tenir Ia promesse qu’il avait 


Les Réceptions. 


‘Le Commandant Racine vient présenter les offciers, auxquels le Ministre adresse 
do ces allocutions coriales dont il ae secret ee a 





s 


Se succddent ensuite les différents fonctionnaires, Ia Municipalité, les colonies 
Treapaee et Italienne, les Indiggnes, &e. 

J. René, en lui présentant notre colonie, prie M. Millet de venir prendre le café que 

Iai offrent, & T'école, les Frangais du Ket et les étrangers qui ont bien voulu se joindre & 


eax. 
Vabseoce du Vice-Président, malade, M. Guiraud prend ta parole pour exprimer 
‘au Ministre les souhaits de In Municipalité. 

Les plus importants sont Ia réfection des routes et des rues, la création d’un hOpital, 
Fétablissement d'une voie ferrée, 

‘M. Millet répond en rappelant les paroles qu'il adressait hier aux habitants de Souk- 
el-Arba. 

Pour les travaux qui ne sont que d'une uiilité absolament locale, il faut dabord que 
les intéressés donnent exemple do leur bonne volonté et de leur entente, sls veulent so 
cenéer des titres a la bicnveillaace de I'Btat. 

Le Gouvernement doit, avant tout, considérer "ensemble, les amétliorations générales 
qui sont de nature & profiter au Protectorat entier. 

Ses ressources, sa force vive, s'émiettoraient sans profit s'il s'attachait A écouter 
‘uniquement les demandes particuligres. 

Néanmoins, sl vient & se troaver en présence d'efforts réels tendant & réduire au 
minimum la contribution qu'on Iui réclame, il considérera comme un devoir de préter une 
assistance réele et efficace. 

Le Kef a été, jusqu'a présent, trop nésligé, 

Cela s'explique par le passé de In Régence, qui était exsentillement une Puissance 
maritime. 


ante route s'avance, lancée do Tunis. Te mois de Décembre 1896 tn 
vverra terminée. 
Un chemin 
Le vorage quil vient de faire ini prouve que in natare du sol, hérissé d'obstacles, 
interdit de chereber Ia solution vers le nord ; il fandra la chercher dans le sud. 
Co sera chez lui une préoccupation constante darriver a doter lo Kef de cet indispen= 
sable engin de civilisatio 
A ln question de MhOpital, il s'efforcera de ta résoudre aussit6t von retour 


heuse qu'il veut faire cesser, 
i une nombreuse assemblée a I'éoole des gargons, ott le Ministre est allé 


Tui a exposé lea désirs de In population, qui se confondent, dans leurs 
faves ceur de la Moniipalité, 
nt bien voula venir 
saluer le Représentant de ia Franc 
11 voit en eux des collaborateurs précis 
La France, dailleurs, n'est nullen Ele prétera & tous un appai 
@outant plus cnergique quills auront accepté plus franchenent le Protectorat de Ia 
France. 
Le Ministre a terminé en portant un toast, dans des termes pleins de cordialité, 
4M. Haggard, Consul-Général d’Angleterre. 
Celuici a répliqué dans une improvisation particulidrement heareuse, qui a: éé 
interrompue plusieurs fois par les applaudissements, 
IM. le Gonsul-Général & rendu homage & Veuve accomplie par la France en Tunisie 
et dont I’Angleterre n'est nullement jalouse. 
‘Diaucons voudraient, bien A tort, montrer des rivalités fondamentales entre les deux 
Grandes Puissances, qui ne rivaliseot que sur le terrain de ta civ 
Se tournant vers le groupe des étrangers, comprennant un 
M. le Consul-Général a ajout 
“La réussite de la France s'explique par les hautes qualités de colonisation dont elle 
4 fait preave et par le choix heureux des Administrateurs qu'elle a envoyés en Tunisie, 
“Le passé répond de Yavenir. 
“Vous avez a votre t&te un homme dont I’ et Je déeonement sont admirables, 
“Je ne puis que conseiller A mes compatriotes de se fier A lui et de Maider loyale- 
ment dans son aeuvre, que I'Angleterre, croyez-le, suit sans jalousie.” 


[a4] 








Dans ta Ville, 


‘Le café pris, le Ministee a visité pas & it 
Le al pes Ie Mite vt px & pas le Ket, le sores, ls citer, le bsilique 


Au Cercle Militaire. 


AB heures et demic, grande réception au Cercle Militaire, 
Tl sufit de dire qu'elle était organisée par M, le Commandant Racine, dont To 


i ir, 01 yer Vasstrai i 
ardé un si excellent souvenir, pour vous donner assurance que tout s'est passé le mieux 


Le Résident et le Commandant ont échangé des les de vive sy thie. 
cont sJournte, dg bie repli, et terminge per uno Fete aur Sambeenx 
jusique du Afric ui a jc veni-t 
» Geheaglag led iqu m d'Afrique, qe joué une demi-heure sous les 


Hier, & cause de Iheure avancée, j'ai oublié de vous signaler la récepti i 
Pad le Mheure avanete. er Ia réception enthousiaste 
affete par le colonie de Souk-el-Arba au Ministre, dans la Halle aux Grains, et qui a eu 





No. 5. 
Mr. Haggard to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received March 19.) 


No, 8 | Confidential) 
ly Lord, Tunis, Merch 13, 1895, 
[AT the close of w dinnor given by the French Resident to celebrate bis recurs from 
Wg Joumay, to which were invited all the. member of his party, be made a speech in 
which, at some Jength and in very flattering terms, he alluded to the pleasure he 
derive from my ecimpanionship daring thet eee 
venture to report this circumstance as indicating desire on M. Millet’s 
ono which has, 1 must say, been borne out in many other respects-—to be on fhendly 
tern with Her Majesty's Gonslate-Gooera, | Yet Toecte—t0 be on flendly 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) W. H. D, HAGGARD. 





No. 6. 
Mr. Haggard to the Barl of Kimberley.—(Received March 80.) 


_ Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 


Tuelosure in No. 6. 


Estract from the," Journal Offciel Tunivien” of March 15, 1895. 


Déeret du 4 Fevrier, 1895 (9 Chaaban, 1312). 
Levaage Dies, 
NOUS, Ali Pacha Bey, possesseur du Royaume de Tunis, 


Ua yore Deere da 2 Saptembre, 1880 (9 Hidj, 1909), 
Sur Ia proposition de notre Ministre de la Guerre, et 





4 


‘Vu Tassentiment da Gouvernement Francais, notifié par déptche da Ministre de la 
Guerre, en date du 14 Décembre, 1894, 
‘Nous avons pris le Déeret suivant 
“Article 1°. L’Arsenal d'Artillerie de Bizerte est classé comme poste militaire. 
‘Art. 2. Notre Ministre de la Guerre est chargé de Vexécution du présent Décret, 
‘Vu pour promulgation et mise & exécution. 
Le Ministre Plénipotentiaire, 
Résident-Général de Ia République Francaise d Tunis, 
(Signé) RENE. MILL 


Tunis, le 4 Fécrier, 1895, 





No.7. 
Mr. Haggard to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received April 1.) 


(Fo,9. , Condidentia) 
fy Lord, Tunis, Merch 15, 1895. 


T HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that it has been decided to apply 
the conscription, which has hitherto only been levied in the northern and central 
districts of Tunis, to those in the south and on the frontier; at all events, to most of 


herto Leen fren from enforced military service, a it was thought 
an measure until the mors 
turbulent and less approachable tribes should ba ustomed to the French, 
domination. 
On the occasion of ‘hi journe ‘hich I accompanied M. Millet, his 
of this decisio : the m 
Mokt-Mater, the oth 
i as very badly received ‘Was an angry outery, 
sh was met by the Resid ws that they had beet 
Drought to order, “A coups de canor 
the Resident was furiously hooted as we rode awa 
ie told mo thatthe extension of the conscription would not affect the number of 
troops, as tke percentage on the population would be reduc 
a eee be Thave, &. 
(Signed) W. I. D, HAGGARD. 





No. 8. 
Mr. Haggard to the Earl of Kimberley—(Received April 1,) 

(No. 10.) 

My Lont, March 15, 1895. 

T HAVE tho honour to inform your Lonlship that the Resident-General has 
stated to me that the raising of the rank of the Officer Commanding the troops here 
to that of General of Division, and the appointment of a Brigadicr-General, who 
arrived here at the end of Januaty, will not cause any inerease in the number of troops 
in the Regency. 

To told me that the change was due to two causes: the one, that General Leclere 
was a very efficient and popular officer, who was, moreover, an intimate friend of a 
leading military authority in Paris, and that, as he was nearing the age at which he 
would have been forcibly retired, unless he gained his step, the placo was made for 
him. presume, therefore, that a General of Division must, acconling to French 
rules, have a Goneral Officer of inferior rank under him. 

‘The other reason was so as to give Tunis a voice in the Algerian Military Board or 
Council. 


. H, D. HAGGARD. 








8 
No.9. 
Mr. Haggard to the Bart of Kimberley.—(Received Aprit 1.) 


(X0..11. Confidential.) 
My Lori, March 18, 1895. 


I VENTURE to send ‘Lordshij aber of the “ Petit iisie,”* 
ve peri your ipa number of the“ Petite Tunisie,"* a French 
1¢ malignancy of the attacks on the French Reside ith which it i il 
show your Lordship that M. Millet’s place is myikier inst tot bcacte a ig 
fe has only been here four months, but his actions and plans already meet with 
violent opposition on the part of many of his conateymen, and, of the four Pronch 
ished. here, 


popers el » only one, the * Dépéche Tunisienne,” the mouthpiece of the 

idency, consistently supports him; another criticises him fuirly impartially 

other two ioad him with abuse. sate caine iliaad 
Thave, &e. 


(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 





No. 10. 
Mr. Hagyard to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received Aprit 1.) 


(Xo, 12, Confidential.) 
iy Lord, ‘Tunis, March 16, 1895. 
THE Resident-General informs mo that the number of troops of all arms of the 
Servico in Tunis amounts to about 12,000. These are chiely composed of the 
Réginents dAfrgue= the Joyous" as they jarly called. “These are made 
up of drafts from other regiments of men co hoft, or of “attentats 
Exe wi me theft, or of “attentats A Is 
In addition to those there is a battalion called the “bataillon disc a 
composed of men of all branches of t constantly committed offences 
against disoi recalcitrant men, in fact, who are hopeless. ‘These are sent to the 
‘mont desolate frontier fort, and prevent a somewhat sal appearance, dressed in a sort 
of dirty coloured kharki suit, and wearing a cap with an enormous peak half cover! 
their faces, ‘Their officers told mo that this treatment and its accoutpanying discipline 
4s very eflenciou, and that they have not much trouble with them, 
battery of ‘artillery, and from 400 to 500 men have been sent to Madagascar, 
as well as 300 mules, and’ the officers complain that, ifany movement of troops were to 
be made here, the force would bo nom Len ee 
this ‘we had practical proof during the Resident's late journey, as tho tea 
fof mules belonging to a break which accompanied us until we reached the mountains, 
for the benefit of those members of our party who did not care to ride, having been sent 
fo Mudagascar, those provided to replace them were untrained, and on one occasion 
thay ateuok workin the mide of the Great Techottl-Djeri in a womewbatertcal 
__ Thave, &e. 
(Signed) W. H. D, HAGGARD. 





No. 11. 
Mr. Haggard to the Barl of Kimberley—(Reeeived Aprit 1.) 


Sy cert, 

iy Tunis, March 17, 1895. 
YOUR Lordship is aware that the French goremn this country by a system 

Departments, each tinder a ContrOleur, who is also nominally 8 Viee-Consel, This 

officer is in direct communication with the Home Department of the Central Govern- 

ment here, which is under the direction of a Frenchman—M. Roy. 


© Not printed. 


it the Controleur the appointment of the different 
towns and villages hold their appoint- 
‘ments, therefore, at the good-will of 
French domination is therefore complete, as the Boy bas absolutely no 
‘authority oF voice in the appointment of even the lowest office in the country. 
the Controleurs of the north and central districts have been efvilinns, 
those of the frontier and south the military officers in charge of the various posts. Tt 
has been, however, latterly thought advisable to gradually replace theso soldiers by 
civilians, as the country showed no sign of disturbance. 

‘The present Resident-General is, however, very averse to this change, and told mo 
that he not only was not in favour of it, but that he would, if possible, fll up all the 
Contriles throughout the Regency with officers, either seconded from their regiments, 
‘or who had retired from active serv 

His view is that their military discipline stands them in good stead in governing 
the natives, that they are, in fact, “stronger” men than civilians, especially as these havo 
had no special training forthe work of administration, 

ve, Ke. 
(Signed) " W. H, D. HAGGARD. 





No, 12, 
‘Mr, Haggard to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received April 1.) 


(Xo. 14.) 
ly Lord, ‘Twnis, March 18, 1895, 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 3 of the 6th ultimo, I'have the honour to 
inform your Lordship that on the various occasions on which the Resident-General 
addressed the Italian colonists who assembled to meet him at the towns wo passed 
through at the beginning of our journe 1y8 impressed upon them the necessit 
of submitting themselves to Frenich Regulations and assimilating themselves to French 
habits and thought. “Apprenes A aimer les Prangais,” he said on ono occasion. On 
this condition hie promised them the protection and “ bienveillance” of tho Govern- 
ment, 

Thad various conversations with M. Millet on this subject, and ventured to point, 
‘out to him that whatever railroa: whatever forests he planted, whatever 

d, all would be useless if he could not 
ttract a population: xpect French peasan 
muffcient numbers to give “mains @auvre,” and that, ax far as one could see, in the 
absence of Chinese, there only remained Italians. 

‘To this view he assented, and said that he would welcome Italians here, but on 
‘condition that they became French, at least in the second generation, 

It remains to be seen how the treatment they have hitherto received, and that 
which the future may have in store for them, will be of such a charactor ns to inspire 
them with the love of France which is preached to them, to the extent of inducing 
them to adopt French nationality. 

Lhave, &¢, 


(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 





No. 18. 
Mr. Haggard to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Reeeived April 1.) 


(No. 15.) 
iy Lord, Tunis, March 18, 1895. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the Resident-General has 
informed me that he intends to do away with the tobaceo and salt monopolies. 

‘Those press with great severity on the population and bring about the most absurd 
results. A great quantity of the land here is admirably suited for tobacco culture, 
but it is forbidden; and the farmer, if a farmer, has actually to buy tho inferiot 
ari = ‘at the “ débits de tabac.”” 

14 D 








sve, £0, 
W. H. D. HAGGARD. 





No. 14. 
Mr. Haggard to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received Aprit 1.) 


(Ro,10, Confidenia) 
y Lord, ‘Tunis, March 19, 1395, 
_ WITH reference to my despatch No, 3 of the 6th February last, I have the honor 
to inform your Lordship that the Residevt-General has told me’ that he hopes to 
atablnh sort of  Sonderband” between France and Tons 
‘0 do this would of course entail the revision of the existing Treaties between th 
Rogeney and foreign Powers, ‘That this will be done M. Millet apparently takes for 
granted, 1s, on one occasion during our late journey, I heard him say, When we have 
rerio tbe Trestle we will do so and so.” ‘ 
it may be assumed that the wish is father to the thought. He has never sui 
anything to me. about our Treaty, and if he docs, without” inatrucions, row yore 
Lordship to the contrary, I shall give him no hope that his scheme will be realized 
which would, some adequate quid pro yuo, entail loss to English interests. . 
Meanwhile, the intention meets with considerable opposition even from the French 
here, as it would entail taxation from which they are now exempt and I observed in a 
rene paper, the oer day an appeal to ¥y of those Treaties as rendering 
illet’s ycbeme impracticable. ‘The Freuch have also, as yor ip is aware, a 
‘Treaty with Tunis nt unlike our o pagbees ladies 
Our import trade is larger than that of Italy, and consists chietly of Manchest 
oa, whic would, asin Algeria, doubtless be submitted to an theaately probe 
hy out Treaty were notin existence, 
is a matter of considerable surprise to me that English manufacturers have né 
taken more advantage of tho lenient treatment which we at present enjoy, which svables 
thom to compote with their superior goods on equal terms as roganis dutics with French 
manufacturers, As a matter of fact, our goods are wot properly represented here, and I 
cannot but think that i the Chambers of Commerce in England were to occupy 
hemselves. a it wegards this matter, tho market here mi v s 
fhemwelyes Title as regards this matter, tho market here might be very largely 
Up to the last year or two English goods were greatly handicapped by the difficulties 
and expense of rant, but now there ise tree na of eames ranetag fortighite 
from Manchester (the “Prince” line). This Company ran a line of steamers monthly 
from London to Tunis till the close of last year, when they had to take it off as it did 
ol pay. They now run direct fom London’ to Malta, with transhipment there to 
"ania, 
Perhaps if these facts were generally known more English goods would be bi 
here, “It seems to mo that, with the present diliealty of nding, markets, the Hogian 
manufacturer would do well to try and compete with the Frencb, which Iam inclined to 
think that he could, under present circumstances, do with success. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 





n 


No. 15, 
‘Mr. Haggard to the Earl of Kimberley.—{Reeeived April 1.) 


0.17. Confidential.) 
SS Loni, Tunis, March 20, 1895. 


DURING my late journey with the Resident-General I had great opportunity of 
‘observing his character and ascertaining his views. 

‘There is no doubt that ho is a very clever man, as well as full of energy and 
Actermination. He is a thorough political economist, and has, indeed, written on that 
‘subject with great ability. He is anxious, therefore, to apply to the administration of 
‘Tunis the views which he has propounded. 

"These are doubtless sound in theory, and the advice which he gave in the various 
speeches which { heard him make was admirably sensible and clear, 

He sees the wants of the country, and thinks that he can apply the remedies. 
‘Those are, of course, chiofly the abolition of monopolies, of taxes on production and 
export, the draining of marshes, the irrigation of deserts, and the improvement of 
‘communication by road and rail. ' He intends to do his very best for the country, will 

ire himself in no way, and has a great, possibly an exagerated, idea of the imporiance 
of the task he has before him, 

But this isa difficult task. Wedded as tho Frenchman naturally is to a vicious 
system of taxation, M, Millets lessons will mect with great opposition, and where will 
hie find tho wherewithal to make up the deficiencies in the rev by the 
abolition of the present direct taxes? ‘This is one of the problems which he will have 
to solve. Meanwhile, his views have raised a storm of abuse, and it remains to bo 
seen whether ho can weather it, or whether it will overwhelm him and ho will bo 
hooted out of the Regenes, the fate which betell his predecessors, 

He is, perhaps, somewhat wanting in temper and judgment, and js, T think, far 
too unguarded in his speech, A masterful man, nervous and exci 
care to “ménager” his opponents, but rather irritates than conc! 

Goubtiess, when the time comes, attempt to crush them. Provious expe 
14 to show that, with tho present system of government in Prance, he will 
cd his powers 


power, probably all will be 
He promises very readily, came wen he wil 1 
inst him not only the opponents to at also those who are disappointed 
SFhlenot having boch abletocttect all the rlifs and bencfts which ho has undertaken. 

Twas astonished to find how much had already been done, chiefly as rogarts 
railways and roads, in the Reg Fortunately, the country generally offers no 
natural difficulties; sometimes for 100 kilom. one rode across the desert on a natural track 
as good asa turnpike read. But the Arabs do not caro for roads, they do not want 
than for their eamels and asses, aad, as yet, there is practically no Buropean populi- 
tion to use them. 

Railroads are being made at the mate of 100 kilom, a-year, and it speaks well for the 
careful administration of the finances that, even with the vicious system of taxation 
prevailing, this is done from tho ordinary Budget, and that an annual surplus still 
Finains; it may be judged how their income might be improved under a better 
aystem of taxation. ‘To give an instance of the system now in vogue, I may mention 

t the four oases of the Djerid, E! Oudiene Nefta, Tozour, and El Hemma—which 
only amount to 2,500 hectares—supporting a population of about 8,000 inhabitants, 
pay faxes at so much a date palm, varying. scoording to the quality of the palm, 
Amounting to 600,000 fr. per annum. fe 

“A premium is thus set, not on cultivation, but on noglect and idleness, for the 
Detter the palm the mote it pays, the moro a man plants the more he is maloted, ‘The 
Tast mentioned, El Hemma, is now deserted, owing to the inability of the inhabitants 


to pay the taxes. 
Thave, & 
(Signed) Hl. D. HAGGARD. 
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No. 16. 
Mr, Haggard to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Rectived April 1.) 


(No. 18. Confidential.) 
My Lord, ‘Tunis, Merch 20, 1895. 

DURING the course of my late journey in the interior and south with the Resident- 
General, I took advantage of every opportunity which presented itself of ‘scquitin 
information with reference to French intentions as reganls questions connected wi 
their frontier and the “ Hinterland.” 

Commandant Rebillet, the Military Attaché to th Resideney, who, it is not too 
much to say, has for years’ bad the direction of the Tripoli frontier question, accom 
panied us, and I had various conversations with him on the subject. Unfortunately 
4 fall at Gafsa prevented his accompanying us further to the south, and I thereby lost 
3 goal chance of becoming as thoroughly acquainted with the state of affairs there as 
T otherwise perhaps should have been, as I had to a great extent reserved my commu 
nications with him on these matters until our being near the spot would give mo 
better opportunities of displaying an interest inthe matter. 

‘This was unlucky, as M. Rebillet did not seem at all averso to imparting informa 
tion. I must say, indeed, that reticence seems to form no part of the training of the 
French Colonial official, and other gentlemen whom I was with showed no desire to 
conceal anything they knew. 

On one occasion the Resident-General was looking at a map of Tunis. I asked 
him to explain the frontier to me. When we came to the south he pointed out the 
Mokhta, * But,” I inquired, * where does it go to after that?" He drow his flager for 
a long way pretty well due south from Tozeur. “Is that the frontior of Tunis?” I 
asked. | Nous préférons laisser cola dans le vague," he replied ; “ nous ne voulons pas 
permettre aux ‘Tures do nous opposer une barriére entre nous et le Soudan.” On one 
oceasion T heant him say, “ Quand nous aurons le Soudan, 

I see the French military map of 1889 draws the Tunisian frontier just north of 
Ghadames, but T gathered generally that the French were not disposed to consider 
‘Turkish proprietorship of that important communication as interfering with any 
schemes which they may have. 

At Tozour, M- Pellier, a French officer who has lived as forest ranger for many 

years in the regions round the Tschott-el-Djerid, and who is considered a great auth. 
‘on these questions, told me that that the schome is to make a railroad down to 
Ghadames and thence to connect this with one wi now being made from Senegal 
in the direction of Lake Tehad at the rate of 100 Kilom. a-year by the Pronch military 
authorities. He added that it was not sottled from what point the railroad was to stat 
on this side, but that Ghadames was the objective from both sides, 

‘This scheme would seem to be somewat mild, xt all events for the present, and I 
only quote M. Pellier’s statement ag showing the tendeney of French thought and 
design, 

At one of the frontier stations our party was joined by a man named 
His fat “edmontese, and his mother an Arab, to the latter of 

to belong. Ho is an interpreter, attached to tho French fronti 
Kebelli. He told me that he had in 1801 gone under orders, bearing th fictitious 
name of “ Abd-el-Kader,” to explore the route to Ghadames. He underwent. the 
operation of circumcision previously, so as to be a Mahommedan in every sense. 
being the summer, he did not go by the direct caravan road from Douz by Tataouin, as 
there would have been a difficulty in getting water, so he followed the route by N. 
over Sinaova. 

‘The journey took sixteen days. Ho found water all the way to Sinsova, but had 
to carry it thence two and a-half days toGhadames. He described Ghadames as a town 
of only about 4,000 inhabitants, but as a great centre of caravan trade. During the 
whole time that he was thero there was a constant arrival and departure of caravans. 
It would scem likely, therefore, that the primary object of the French movements in 
this direction is to tap this reservoir of trade, much of which is now directed south 
into the desert and smuggled further west across the Algerian frontier. 

After leaving Ghadames, where he was undiscovered, he went to Tatsoin!, Bornou, 
‘Wadai, and Lake Tchad, when he was betrayed as. French Agent and taken in chains 
to Tripoli, where ho was released by the Dey at the instigation of the French Consul- 


iond-Hay’s report sent home in his despatch No, 22 of 
‘tho 15th February. spears that Cornes is really a Swiss, formerly a professor of 
mathematics at Swiss University—I think Zurich. He is an eocentric boing who was 
so bitten by the love of Amb lif that he devoted himself to desert travelling and port 
and his scientific knowledge enabled him to take most completo maps, all of which 
he gave to the French officers, so they aro in possession of a great deal of valuablo 
information which he collected. 
Praia enters nearly off his head, and, having turned Mahommedan and 
married an Arab wife, he went completely mad. Ho was sent back to Burope, but has 
now recovered, and it is possible that he may return. He got into Ghadames draped 
and veiled as a woman, and though he does not know Arabic well, ho thus passed 
Caplan Cointin, ono of the offcers by whom rg, wore my in in change of the 
ct between Douz and the sea, including ‘Tonjane. 4 
mowife gave the Nestden som of ha experiences, anong which was that of having 
deon reprimanded and recalled by one of the former Residents for showing too much 
activity, ic, for aggressions on the Tripolitan tribes. - ee 
‘On this ML. Milict said; Le plus loin quo yous pousse, le plus je vous considéror 
‘Vous pouver faire savoir cela & tout le moni 
rom this speech it may be judged what 1 
the chance. 


MI, Millot is likely to take if he gots 


T have, &o. 
(Signed) . HL. D. HAGGARD, 





No. 17. 
Mr, Haggard to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received Aprit 2.) 


Go 21) 

Lord, 

*T'HAVE the honour to inclow a cutting from 
detailing all the expenses incurred by France for het 


vee erectarny oxpensss from 1851 to 1885 ed at 126,808,170 fe, and i is 


: at to this sum must be added another 100,000,000 fr. for the’ ordinary 
Setiessof ihe arty during that time, As'a Government paper tho « Dépsobe" 

ease the timate of die expenses Tt may be supposed that 

sis at least not over the mark. ‘The sum incurred in military expenses 

een the close of last year is ealculated at. 97,890,150 fr. "To this is added 

112,065,820 fr. for naval expenses; 42,100,000 fr, for guarantee of interest on the 

Medjerda line ; 2,622,100 fr. for atic and Consult expense; rag for 
legraphs; 1,478,000 ff, for army expenses borne by tho Financial Depa 

rest T0000 fen allowance to the Daligué or Seerctary of Legation ; 20,308 fe. 

spent by the Minister of Agriculture for an Exhibition, making the expense of Tunis 


£2 Franco altogether to amount to a grand total of 0,950 tr., or 15,037,638. 
have, 8c. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 


the “Dépéohe Tunisionne," 
rrotectorate here for and since 


Inclosure in No. 17. 


Extract frow “La Dépiche Tunisienne” of March 26, 1805. 


IL pout étre intéressant de connaitre le montant total des sacrifices que la Franco 
est imposés pour la Tunisie depuis 1881. ‘ 
So aE fui cle an ane i, 
Jes dépenses militaires de la Tunisie, dani les premidres années, ne sont pas entidroment 


14] E 








Les a fotales d'entroti 
saiva te, 1apemses totales aentrotien des troupes 


Baersie 1880 


‘rane 

97,330,180 

Onan tot de. 
Cotte somme reprisento, sous In réserve des déductions opérées dans le premi 

Bxoreioo, ot dout fl font d'etre part, Fenscmbie den dépensce celtares ae ia Tunis 


@ cofté A Is France depuis notre prise de ion d ys ot 
81 Décembre, 1894. ” Ore ten oe Peers ew 


Les dépenses do Ia marine ont été pendant la période des opérations militaires— 


m 1881 jusqu'an 


Yo 1881. 
asa! 
sss, 


= load COM ae PS ag oT 


oi MB sulvanton Tes dépenses do ln marine étaient réduites aux chien que 


Total Tye mn 
Somme @ laquelle it fut ater Tes Aépenses de guerre doandes ci-dee, sot. 
En tout 


Les aépenses imputées sur le budget du Ministire des Ts Public 
agamatie dintértts ans chemias de for Tunicons (lignade la Medjorda) datent as 1876, 


. 1B 
ire année d'exploitation de ces chemins de fer. 
‘suivants dans les Exercices successifs :— 


rrr) 


© Pour les années 1888 et suivants, les comptes nfont par encore été arrttée déinitivement par TAd~ 
ministration. 


Les déponses ‘nites pour la Tanisio sur lo budget du Ministire dos Affaire 
seope, Peuvent étre ainsi Gtablies, d'sprés les indications que nous avons données 
jemment :— 


De 1881 4 1886 
Kn 1887 is R "232,300 
ct RO 5 Fe 200/300 
1889 a a 400/900 
1490 y 196,900 
1991 te ee reeds SD an9}s00 
ta x ee Th raato00. 
wes & H 192,000 


3,622,100 


Les dépenses du service postal et télégeaphique, & raison de 179,740 fr 50. par 
an pendant treize ans, peuvent étre évaluées & 2,830,626 fr. 

‘Los dépenses de trésorerie d'armée imputées sur lo budget du Ministire des 
Finances, peuvent tro évaluées de mémo d 1,478,600 fr 

Lindemnité de 10,000 fr, au Délégué aupris du Résident-Général do Franco & 
‘Tunis pour, Torganistion do, Venseignement, primaire dans Ia, Régence figuro 
am budget de Instruction Publique depuis 1883. Soit douse années & 10,000 fr., 
120,000 fr. 

‘Le Ministire de l'Agriculture a fait pour Ia Tunisio, lors du concours agricole 
do Tunis en 1885, une dépense de 25,808 fr., et une autre de 550fr. en 1883; en tout, 


sauf quelques erreurs de peu d’importance ou quelques 
‘ensemble des charges supportées par le Budget Francais pour In 
Tunisie. 
lies peuvent dtre résumées dans les chiffres suivants :— 
Francs 


Chemin do fr 
Personnel de ia Résidence 02 


1478,600 
120,000, 
26 


Soit done, au 31 Décembre, 1894, une charge totale pour le Budget Francais, du 
fait du Protectorat Tunisien, de 275 millions environ non compris une centaine de 
maillions de dépenses militaires ordinaires, faites de 1881 & 1885. 


a 
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No, 18. 


Sir P. Currie to the Earl of Kimberley. —(Received April 20.) 
No. 142.) 
hic) P, Constantinople, April 20, 1895, 8 ¥. 
ci H Talian Government bare tent instructions to t Goiceec tess ae 
of the inier ti i i vara, 
pote acid ier to the rumoured intended occupation of Zuara, near 
‘M. Catalani is also about to urge upon the Turkish Government that the Fre 
shoal Be pened ‘to come to an agreement respecting the delimitation of the Tipo 
In caso my support is requested by my Italian colleague, I have the honour to 
ask for your Lordship’s instructions as to whether I ‘should afford it in either or both 
‘of these representations, 





No. 19, 
‘The Earl of Kimberley to Sir P. Currie. 
Forcign Office, April 22, 1890. 


(tea p es 


TH reference to your telegram No. 142 of the 20th instant, you may earry 
‘gut the instructions contained in the final paragraph of my despatch No. 317 of the 
22nd October, and support your Italian colleague. Lord Salisbury’s statement to 
Rustem Pasha of the 19th November, 1800, that the Turkish claim to Borau could 
not be admitted, should, however, be borne in mind. 





No. 20. 
Mr. Haggard (o the Earl of Kimberley—(Received April 29,) 


(No. 29. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tunis, April 9, 1895. 

L HAVE, in my provious despatches, No. 3, Confidential, of the Oth February, 
and No, 16 of tho 10th Marcb, had the honour of alluding to the subject of the 
‘Treaties existing between Tanis and England and Italy respectively, and the wish of the 
French Resident-General to seo them abrogated with the view of instituting a “libre 
change” with France, the result of which would inevitably be tho destruction of the 
trade of other countries. 

sad hata the honour to incloye copy and translation (hy Mr. Profit) ofan article 

which has lately appeared in the “Unione,” copied from an Italian paper, which represents 

fhe matter in light which I havo ventured to think might prove of interest to your 
hip. 

T have bad a conversation on the subject with Signor Machiavelli, the Italian Agent 
and Consul.General, He tells me that the statements in the article are absolutely 
correct, He was good enough to show me a copy of the Protocol drawn up between 
the Italian and Beylical Governments on the occasion of the suspension (a term on the 
full force of which he insisted) of the Consular jurisdiction, In this occur the following 
sentences:— 

“Le Gouvernement du Roi consent... . & suspendre en Tunisie Vexercice de 
Ja juridiction des ‘Tribunaux Consolairos Italiens. . , .. Sauf cette dérogation da 

1¢ actuel il est expressément conven que toutes les autres immunités, avant 
et garantis assurés dans Jes Capitulations. les usages, ct les Traités restent en 

on) 

He says that when, therefore, their Treaty with Tunis lapses next_year, they wi 
fall back upon the "Capitalation,”in virtue of which they enjoy most-favoured-nation 
privileges—that, therefore, as long as our Treaty is in existence, Italy, and indeed all 
‘other nations which have no ‘Treaty, will be perfectly safe. 

Tt would therefore, as the “Unione” states, that the whole question, not 
only of the trade of Tunis with Italy, but also of her trade with Austria-Hungary, 


nu 
‘and many other countries of Burope and America, dependson the maintenance 


therefore, attached by France on the one hand to its abrogation, and. 
at their head, to its maintenance, will 
fature commercial and fiscal relations 


Ihave, &e, 
Gigned)" W. H. D. HAGGARD, 


Inclosuro in No. 20. 
Extract from “L' Unione" of Aprit 4, 1895. 


the larger commercial and economical questions of Italy cannot 
the ‘Treaty of Commerce between Italy and the Reganey of Tunis falls next y 

Many believe, and perhaps not without reason, that France, as Protector of the Bey, 
will prevent ils renewal, and foresee therein a fresh check to our enterprise already almost 
paralysed in the Mediterrancan, 

pon our position, which will be determined in the event of the ‘Treaty fall 
depends a number of questions of a political and international character, which it may 
not be inopportune to touch upon now, though we reserve to ouruclves the right to 
develop them at greater length on a futuro occasion 

rst of all the question must be asked : If Italy remains without a ‘Treaty what 
will be the conditions under which, looked at from the point of view of the Customs, 
relations will be carried on with Tunis sho remain in such an inforior position as 
to sce herself deprived of every possibility of maint the competition with other 
nations ? 

‘We do not believe so. All must, therefore, remember, with pleasure, that the 
“Capitalations” still exist in Tunis. Tt is trve that the ‘Consular jurisdiction was 
suspended as an experiment, but the “Capitulations,”” especially ns far as they secure 
equality of troatment for ali Europeans, are still in full vigour. 

Consequently, since Bngland possesses a perpetual Treaty of Commerco—perpetaal 
in the sense that it cannot be departed from without the eonsont of both partion—it is 
evident that Italy, in virtue of those very “Capitalations,” has the right to call to her 
‘aid. this equality of treatment, and to take advantage of the clause which favours English 
commerce for the introduction of her own produce into the Regency. 

‘To prove the exactitude of this affirmation it is suficient to cite here w fact which 
sports eloquently for all." Austia-HHungary, Germany, and nny, other countries of 

pe and America have no Treaties with ‘Tunis. Nevertholess the duties paid by 
these countries, when passing their goods through the ns, donot in any way 
differ from those paid by Italy and England, although they have special Treaties, 

‘Should our Treaty fall and England's femain it is therefore clear that the treat. 
ment wbich is now conceded to Austria, Germany, Russia, America, &e., ennnot be denied 
tous Any other burden which it may be desired to impose upon us would be unjust, 
‘odious, and, moreover, unacceptable. It would constitute an exception for our dis- 
advantage ; it would be sufficient to announce it in order to have it annulled. 

Tf then the Councillors of the Bey intend—in order £9 this exception—to 
extend the burden to all the othera except England, favoured as this country is. by its 
‘Treaty, and France, Protector of Tunis, wo shall be in good company for proving our 
argumenis, and for the surety of seeing them triumph. 

It is not now, however, the moment to discuss thom. It is sufficient to call the 
attention of our Government to the matter, so that it may foresce in time all the 
‘erentualities which may arise in connection with the subject under discussion, 

‘That it mast do ao with serenity of mind, mature design, and exact appreciation 
of the grave interests at stake, there is no necessity to point out. ‘The matter is one 
which naturally calls for treatment, ns it is nataral to suppose that there will be no lack 
of diffcelties put in our way on the part of those who have every interest in ereating & 
fresh barrier to our commercial and maritime expansion on the opposite shores of the 
‘Mediterranean. 





Lau) 
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No. 21, 
Mr. Haggard to the Karl of Kimberley. (Received Aprit 90.) 
Tunis, April 26, 1895, 


$828, 
TP HAYE the 
ine ANE the honour to inclose to your Lordship herewith « i 
iat mou ts writh a copy and translation of 
Bnierésting article which has appeared in the “ Unione ‘on the ports and fortress of 

‘The author of 


writes about?” %f tis article would appear to be well acquainted with the subject he 


_ have, de. 
(Signed) " W. H. D. HAGGARD. 


| 
Inclosure in No. 21, 


Esract from the " L'Unione™ of April 25, 1805, 


Braznta.—We have reason to beli 
y ‘e have reason 10 believe 
day in Ale inauguration of the new port of 
with its attendant ceremonies, for the real o 
the Ville d'Alger,” the establisn ore 
the taritl of dues payable b 
vessels which have 

” 


the Exswick Com 
harbour. At the same ting 


rls rom which, 
h they may aope of Marseilles, Algiers, and 

to which a full cargo ean iy remeneative re 
to whlch ly remanerative nature. 
£0 to 100 tons of cargo, she 

somplete her eargo or he 

‘emsel has to pay dues equal to, or very 

ice to those actually engaged o 

end of April work wi Pecan thie 


quny 

shore 

of the breastwork, and it 

‘nal stones rolling down and holiows 
Should many steamers enter the 
nd passengers would have to land 
ressel to the shore. It would be 
still further extend the quay,and 
wat one and the same time. ‘The 


‘munition arrived | are es 1 

ving of submarine torpedoes hate been Dommincen’® PreParstory 
oxime dey artillery ate about to be constructed: net the fg tee 
growed i proxy thi which has been set P y 

is valued at io Jess than 00,000 ing. into 
La ere i worth only 20 to 90 centimes the suare aca, Somerton the fee ha 
Tae. ine Femaining fort of Dar-el-Cudin is also fortiged (act MAY be had of itn 


The arrival is announced for the 

: ed for the beginning of Jane of five torpedoe 

which will probably be utilized for the consoscres bette my Eanes. 

Seaiiinens of Yerpedoes capable of contro. Ins sbort tine, thas Shes 
almost without any 


part for military purposes is ene 
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chen Diet w-re en the gunn ba ben eared, oi el bo 
‘consisting of four ‘Zouaves, two comy 
a maral detachment of probably 200 pean a total 
We must also take into account the maintenance here of 
more important ships of war, and the railway, which could, at short notice, 

‘convey 20,000 or 30,000 troops from Djedid. 


No, 22, 
Mr. Haggard t0 the Bart of Kiaberley—(Received May 97.) 


(Fo,27, Confidential 
iy Lor Tunis, May 7, 1805. 

WHATEVER value may be attached to the views held by the writer of the article 
from the “Dépéche Tunisienne,” which forms the inclosure in my immediately preceding 
espateh as to the likelihood of a trans-North-African Railway being shortly constructed, 
there is no doubt that the French are quite alive to the undoubted commercial advan 
to be gained by easier communication with the interior of Africa, and that they are likely 
to fonter to the est of thelr ability any scheme which may bring about an increase 
of trade. 

Tt would seem that we ought to be the gainers commercially by any such efforte, if 
successful. 

Our Manchester goods ought to be able to take advantage of any such increase of 
trado, and may, through Tunis, be poured into the vast Soudan, 

Te would appear, therefore, that the moro the French open up communica 
the interior, the more important is it both that our Treaty with Tunis should b 
to, and that British manufacturers should be encouraged to make use of this country as 
pipe through which gradually to pour their produce into the Frouch sphere of influence, 
and thus through the whole of North and Contral Africa, This would turn into n real 
advantage to England a scheme which has presumably not that amiable intention. 

Thave, &, 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD, 





No. 23. 
Mr. Haggard to the Earl of Kinberley.—(Received May 27.) 


(No. 28. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Twnis, May 9, 1895. 

DURING a visit to Bizerta which I paid last week, although I could not ‘ascertaim 
that there was anything of importance to add tthe information already in the possesion 
of Her Majesty's Government with refer forts there, your Lordship may 
consider it advisable that I should report their actual condition as far as I had oppor- 
tunities of judging of it 

‘The “Port Espagne” appears to be quite finished. It is, however, now closely 
guarded, and I had no opportunity, such as had Lord Meath, as reported in my despatch 
No. 6 of the 1th February, of secing any part of it save the outside. ‘This sufficed, 
however, to show me that it was a very strong work towards the sea, though linble to 
capture from the rear or land side. 

The fort of Monte Negro is situated at some distance on the other side of the 
harbour on the crest of a much more considerable rise. It is not finished, and there are 
still numbers of men at work on it. It is similar in construction with, but, I think, larger 
than the Fort d’Espagne. This is probably owing to the fact that accommodation 
had to be provided for the garrison, which, in the case of the Fort d’Espagne, ean bo 
found in the old castle close by. ‘The armament is, I was told, identical in both forta. 
Tt appeared to me that in Monte Negro it consisted of four heavy and four quick-firing 
guns, the former in position, the latter ou swivels with screens. ‘They are at present all 
Visible from the rear, but already quite hidden from the front, ‘There is a diteh in the 
rear and on the flanks, but none in front; it is thus identical in this respoct with tho 
Fort d’Espagne. In the interior is a courtyard with a wall of masonry, which is pierced 
hy a vaulted passage leading to the front. The internal side of the ditch is faced with 


masonry. 








+) ‘over, 2 acres of ground, 
dificult 10 see how any fire from the 


west wind 
ind, whether it 
mt finally decided in favour of 
ition of the harbour, T slow think that he. must 
ind completely ‘shelter it from the south-west, while 
720et to the north-west, that i, towards the sea whence comes the dangeror ver ent? 
How dangerous and difficalt entrance will be when th is blowing will be under- 
Bio dt be true, as reported to mo, that this current then runs al the mate op oe, 
Sr iganots. ‘Thin may be an exaggeration, bat, anyhow, the current ie sped en 
artaiatlent importance to necessitate an alteration in the constuction of te ee 
One of the breakwaters is, M. Millet tells me, to be lengthened. 
Ar present the ants appen tobe cquditant opposite the mouth of the canal, 
ec one of tho ters will be to cause the opening to 
at the side, even if the lengthened wall do not overlap the others n° “PERI to be 
In any case, it wou ise must greatly increase the difficulties of 


‘proach and entrance, and it is hard t ald ever be possible for a 


fleet to get quickly in and out of It would 

0 mt of It would seem, therefore, that the 
proved Title urgent for auch a decision to bo taken, while it yet remeine to ce 
Proved whether the proposed alterations will;have the desired ete en 
Teducing the forco of the current. “In any ease, therefore, It may: fen cote his 
Pachout will form a very important factor in the future of Bixerta, bot h as a comm, 
harbour and as a naval Yorn — he elaekael 


Thave, &, 
(Bigned) W. H. D. HAGGARD, 


No, 24, 
Goneu- General Haggard to the Karl of Kinberiey.— (Receive Je 10,) 


$Re,81, Content 
iy Lori, Tenis, Mey 22, 1895 
J HAVE the honour to state to you that the information byte ied ja 

ay despatch No, 8 of | the ou instant, T had received as to the dangerous character at 

in the Bize yesterday con wersation thi 

in i la Canal, was yesterday confirmed by a conversation which f 
lo told mo that, even when there is no wind (which is, posed 

fe fold mo that even ro is ich is, ho tells me, s I supposed, 
SDhotle north-west) blowing, the tide in and out of the hasbone meted SUP miles 


Quite lately, he added, a vessel in which he was inte in difficult 
owing to this, her cable having fouled her screw. "tt had been in “4 
atlanta litle time back the * Touraine.” a lage 

intique Company, took  perty of trav: ji 
tho captain refused to ented ern the see ne 
‘unprotected rather than ex; 

‘Mho ferry-beat, 
‘the canal, is’ froqué 


‘Tendo, My 25, 1808, 
Agriculture, who is here on a journey of inspection, 
ag Beh ooo te following phrase: “En ce qui 
‘Tunisie, Ia France doit la considérer comme son propre territoire, comme 

Jo prolongement do'son Empire en Afrique.” P z 
Tdo not know whether this has ever been put quite so straight before, and this 
authoritative statement from a person in ME, Gadaud’s postion woud seem meant, oF 
at all events destined, to tear away the flimsy veil of a Protectorate over Tunis behind 

which France has hitherto worked. 
T have, deo. 


(Bigned) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 





No, 26. 
Coneul-General Hagyard to the Bart of Kimberley.—(Received June 10.) 


(No. 35. Confidential.) . 
My Lord, Tunis, May 28, 1895, 
T HAD no intention in my despatch No. 82 of tho 26th instant of con 

I thought that the French, or rather, I. shoul say, 
wish or intention of changing the Goverament of this country th 
nominal Protectorate into its rule under a regular Colonial Administration, ‘This T 

@ to be the last thing that they wish, for this would have to mean, not only tho 
direct rule of the Colonial Office, but also representation by Deputies in the Chamber, 
and the consequent constant interference of Parliament in tho affairs of tho Colony. 
‘They infinitely profer the comparatively free hiand given them by the present systom, 
the more so that, as one of the officials cynically said to me, “Whatever we do right 
wo take the credit of ourselves, and whatever mistakes we make we lay at tho Boy's 
Tt remains to be seen whether the French Minister of Agriculture’s declaration 
‘was the voice of the party in Prance who want to mako a rogular Colony of Tunis, and 
thereby enjoy some of the loaves and fishes here, or whether it was a sort of defiance 
to the foreign Powers interested, or again, whether it was a piece of characteristic 
French after-dinner oratory. 

Lhave, &. 
Gigned) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 





No. 27. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Recvived June 17, 6°90 v.3t.) 


; Tunis, June V7, 1805, 2°50 vx. 
CF ETDENT hae appointed to post of Secretary of Commissary of Police here mar 
who as Commissary of Foliee at, Kerouan was settenced to n month's imprisonment 
[for] torturing two British subjects. Hay's correspondence on this subject begins 
with his despatch No, 4i of 7th June, 1800, ending with despitch No. 2 of 7th 


January, 1801. 
ooeTsls) 2 








‘The Karl of Kimberley to Consul-General Haggard. 


(Tel iio.) rig 
OUR Ggee veces, Foreign Office, June 18, 1805, 8 vx. 


Gan you mention the matter unofically to the Resident, and report result by 





Connul-Generat Haggard to the Barl of Kimberley.—(Received June 19, 05 ¥.N.) 


(Telegraphic. i 
‘i he foxy a niseaet eles. Tunis, June 19, 1895, 3°30 vt. 
Resident resented remark somewhat, but finally said that appointme 
provisional "dane la pensée,” whatover that may root and deste at Secretary 
e only mixed functions, and that he will not be appointed Commissar 
Plas wa raiganghs and that he will not be appointed Commissary. 





No, 80, 


Coneul-General Haggard to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received June 24.) 


(No. 37. Confidential.) 
My Lord, 


Ti. ‘Dépich 
cho 
ieve of the 


foning to your Lordship the 
with France, which is hore 


dcelaration of M. Ribot in the French Chamber in 1i ¢ 
Tunisio ne saurait tre proposé, méme Chane, 1500 tha“ Vatandon 


that this declaration, I of ers, is diamotr 
fhe temo ea eng ee amily applauded bythe member, is diametrically opposed fo 


Tt may be remarked, with reference to the penultimate paragraph recording the 
la 


In the official “Guide Annuaire” of nis the iit 
moulecr ee ide Annuaire” of Tunis the fst item in, the“ Partio 
in the actual Treaty, the concluding paragraph of the Tind Article i 
unite ,cocupntion’ cesera. longue les" autos millainer Paco at 
Tunisionnes auront reconnu, d'un commun accord, que l Administration locdle cat 
Gat La ened i maintien de Yordre.” = 
¢ French do not stick at trifles, and in the version gi ». i 
this important clause is comple red tet thie be 
{his inaportant clause is completly lef out, and T am sured that this is by no means 


W. HD. H, 


aa 


No, 29%. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Barl of Kimberley.—(Received June 24.) 


gin: Consdental) 
fy Lord, ‘Tunie, June 7, 1805. 
WITH reference to my despate's No. 2 uf the Ist May, I huave the honour to: 
inclose herewith two paragraphs from the “Dépiche Tunisienie"~ the semi-official 
‘mouthpiece of the Residency—on the subject of the proposed line from the north into 
the Soudan. 

Thave no knowledge of the scheme having made sufficient progress to make the 
dispute as to the route for the future line to follow other than academical for the 
moment. However, the announcement in connection with this subject of General 
Allegro’s preparation of an expedition to pass in the autumn by the Tunisian 

frontier into the Soudan is interesting, and the latter may be worth 
wat ,, a8 the General is the renegade to wuose audacity and astute unscrupulous 
ness the French may be said to owe as much ns, and perhaps more than to anything 
lse, their presence here to-day. 

General Allegro is ineapacitated by blindness from personal action now, but when 
T saw him at Gaba threo months back hie brain ‘appeared still quite active enough to 
be capable of forming again any such iniquitous plan as the “chasse aux Khamirs” 
(Kroumirs) if it were made worth his while, 

He is for the moment enjoying a well-earned yore te Governor of Gabes. 

T have, &o. 


(Signed) W. H, D. HAGGARD, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 29°. 
Ectract from the  Dépéche Tunirienne" of June 7, 1890. 


pénétration du Soudan et M. Napoléon Ney : 
Dans Ia séance da 24 Mai dernier de In Société d'Boonomie Industrielle et Com- 
mereiale, M. Napolon Ney a fait une communication, qu'il importe de relever. 
Parlant de fa pénétration de Ia France nu Soudan, M, Ney constate que "dans cos 
tentatives de pénétration, il n'a pas encore été question do In Tunisio, Il suflt, 
copendant,” ajoute til, “de jetor un coup dari sur la carte de oe pays pour voir que la 
tie sinféchisant brasquement vers le sud pour former un golf jqu’’s Gabi, pour 
‘0 diriger ensuite vers Vest, rapproche ainsi In route du Soudan dé plusieurs containes 
do kilométres. La pénétration du Soudan par Gabis est done plus aisée que par toute 
autre route. Tl sagit done donvrir, ow plutdt de rouvrir au commerce Buropéon In 
route du Soudan vers Gabds par Ia ligne Gabés-Ghadamts-Kano, &e.” 
Crest ce que la“ Dépéche Tunisienne,” dans son numéro du 30 Avril dernier, 
rpredtimnt an erticle de la “Revoo do Winatltut to Carthage,” a dit avant 
- Napoléon Ney. 
‘Apris cos prémisses, on s'attend A voir préconiser le projet, d'une vole ferréo 
tant de Gabés dans Ia’ direetion Ghadamés vt Kano. Co serait logique, et c'est la 
igne demandée par In “ Dépéche” et par Vauteur do V'artiole qu'elle reproduisait, 
Maia ML Napoléon Ney no pacho pes par exots de logique, At leu du tracé gut 
semble simposer tout naturellement, il en préconise tn nutre: celui de Biskra- 


Rous comprenons fort bien que tami de M. Goorges Rolland, le sympathique 
ingénicur qui a tant fait pour multiplier ot faire pousser ses palmiers de Youed Rhir, 
soit beureux de poasser A In création d'un chemin de fer qui doublerait Ia valeur des 

étés de son ami; mais ce que nous compronons moins, c'est ce que 1a Tunisie, le 

it de Gabts on particulier, le plus rapproché cependant du Soudan, celui par 
wel la pénétration dans l'intérieur est plus aisée que par toute autre route, ont A 
A cette voie Biskra-Ouargla. 

Pour notre part, nous protestons contre cet itinéraire qui, beaucoup plus codteux 
que noes = Gabis, serait loin de rendre les mémes services. | Nous trouvons étrange 

a4) ae 








voi vanté les avantages dune ligne fori é 
on demandant In construction fone autre 


Hegro, Gouverneur de l'Arad, 
A partir, en ‘suloeane, dln 


manta faa sone 


fort habile peut-dre, mals plus hrs 


Tnclonure 2 in No, 29%, * 


Brtract from the " Déptche Tunisienne" of June 6, 1805, 


LE Général Allegro pripare & Para Yoreaniz it 43 Jit 1805, 7 A. 40 m, 


entender de Re ten ft crane did a 


aa a ae 


Tnclosure in No, 30, 
Extract from “La Déptche Tunisienne" of June 23, 1895, 


LE 12 Juin, 1890: 1 lect pas sane intel, on moment: ob oe carpe, os ot 
Yopinion publique se prononcent de plus en plus pour tne Union Douaniére compléte 
avec Ia France, ob les ‘accomplis on cing ans sont, tenus pour peu de chose & 
‘ebté de ceux quo Ton i bles maintenant, de joter un coup d'eail en 
arriéro ot de se reporter A 'époque de nos Inttes pour obtenir cette Loi Douanidre dont 
‘on nous mesure les tranches avec tant de parcimonie encore aujourd'hui, 

‘C’était le 10 Juin, 1800; In Commission des Douanes #0 réunissait sous In prési- 
dence de M. Méline pour examiner les différents Articles du projet Douanier Franco- 
Tunisien. Celui-ci était pres de passer lorsque M. Thomson, par une de cos 
mangeuvres dont il est coutumier, réussissait A le faire renvoyer au Gouvernement 
afin d'y introduire la clause de la ‘réciprocité dans les entre la France et la 
‘Tunisie. Cette clause, on Ie savait bien, était impossible d appliquer en I'état des 
‘Traités conclus entre Ia Tunisic ot les autres Puissances, mais le Bip Constantine 
feignait de Viguorer, ot apnts lui M. Marty, Député de Aude, qui craignait pour les 
vvins de son arrondissement. 

‘Malgré V'intelligento intervention de M. Sarrien, Député de Sadne-ct-Loire, qui 
faisait observer quo l'exigence de M. Thomson tendait en fait ’ rofuser & la Tunisie lo 
tmitement de faveur qu’on prétondait lui acconder, lo renvoi au Gouvernement 
Yemportait d'une voix (14 contre 13). 

ute d'un point, la Tunisie allait-elle perdre son ‘Traité ? 

La presse, heurcuscment, ot notre Résident-Général, Mf. Massicault, comptait, 
tant d'amis, protesta, les deux jours suivants, avec ensemble: lo “Temps” disalt de 
Jn motion M. Thomson quo c’était un modile ‘do mystification éégante ; Jo Journal 
des Débats,” “La Lanterns,” “La France,” “TAntorité,” ot “IEstafette," ne 
ménageaient pas leur blame, 

“Pans cotte journée du 12 il so passa un fait mémorable ot qui est bien sympto- 
matique de l'état des esprits A cetto époque: & la Chambre, la question de V'abandon 
de la Tunisie était soulevéo par M. Pontois, ancien Président du Tribunal de Tunis, 

fui déelarait qu’en présence de Phostilité de Algérie, mieux vandrait peut-btre 
abandonner Ia Régence que de Inisser nos nationaux sans protection. 

‘M. Ribot protestait anssitét et déclarait, aux applaudissements du Parlement qui 
commencait & se ressaisir, que “I'abandon ste Ja Tunisio no saurait dtre proposs, méme 
indirectement, dans wine Chambre Frangaise. 

De fait, ia proposition Pontois était entorréo par 498 voix contre 38. 





No. 31. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received June 241) 


(No. 38, Confidential.) 
iy Lord, Tunis, June 14, 1898. 

IN my ches Nos. 28 and 31 of the 9th and 21st May, I had the honour to 
call your Lordship's attention to the difficulty and danger attending the entry of the 
port of Bizerta by large shi 

‘When the Tali paper here sounded a pean becauso the Captain of the 
“Touraine,” a ship belonging to the Messageries Maritimes, had deemed it safer to 
bear the ills he had outside in the roadstend rather than to ‘fly to others that ho 
know not of” inside the harbour, it was rebuked by its French semi-official con- 
temporary, the “ Dépiche Tunisienno,” who bade it wait till the French fleet arrived, 
when it would be seen steaming majestically up the Canal. 

‘Well, the French fleet has been and gone, but that splendid sight has not been 
scen, for the Admiral, like the Captain of the “Touraine,” considering that pradenco 
was the better part of valour, kept all the larger vessels out in the roadstead, only 
sending in the torpedo-boats and one or two of the smaller ships, the largest of whicl 
was the “Iphigénie,” a training-ship measuring 3,890 tons. 





Extract from the “ Petite Tunisie” of June 14, 1895, 


POUR rendro1lo port de Bizerte accessible & nos cuiraseds, il reste encore & faire 
sautor quelques milliors do matres cubes de rochers qui en obstraent ie Passo. 
Sans Ia esprit de I'Amiral de Jaille qui fit sonder l'entrée du port de 
Bizerte, un do nos cuirasts alla schouee dase Ie chenal reliant les Ines de a 
pleino mer. 


Tatelligents ingénienrs, va! 





No, 32. 


Consul-General Haggard to the Bart of Kimi 

No. 40, Confidential) 

My Lord, Tunis, June 17, 1895, 
THE inclosed article from the « is interesting, as that paper 

represents the views of the “colons * 8 M. de Carnitees, who ma 

be looked uy 


berley.— (Received July 10.) 


more serious matter 
than ool! authority that, with the view of showing 
that Frocctorste, ihe Casto house Rete 
“ cooked " us Ways to a great extent, 40 as to make 
articles sre really Wrench. have been assured, on what 
rity, that the officials a 
that comes in a Prenc 
of our English goods are sent thro The fact 
is that our trade with this country is enorn pears in the Returns, and 
it has, even aceording to {hose falsified Returns, this year much increased. ‘The previous 
foodg, * “Toncous Returns apply to a cértain extent also to Austtion ict 
ieee PPI) 
ink there is 


aty, t 
may, as Africa gradually devel to England but 
not but express the opinion 
on, in view of that not very 
sive it up should be at once of a tangible 


T have, &e, 


(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD, 





No, 33. 


Gonvil-General Hoggard to the Bort of Kimberley.—(Received July 10.) 


(No. 41. Confidential.) 
iy Lond, 


Tunis, June V7, 1805. 
my despatches No, 18 of the 20th March and No. $6 of 
your Lonlship's attention to the likelihood of the Pres 
authorities here showinjs 0 certain activity on the south-eastern trowtes ear since 


Not printed. 


an 


é 


34 


‘of 
peated 
matter worthy of 
il 
intervention, Your Lordhip wi 
T mentioned nt th 
st ety be nan ein a ee 
ee if not 
ar es 
YE tocar county, oF 
Blattors cpt ae a book written with the ful "3 
Placed French i at haa intreating, and may be sap cery activo correspondence 18 
"Tia from x sure soares that at this moment 
going on batween the Reside may end TAO re, es 


(Signed) W. H, D, HAGGARD. 


Inclorure 1 in No. 88. 


‘M. Millet to the Authorities at Gabis. 


Tunis, le 18 Mai, 1806. 
; “Gabi war les inden 
UMBROSO, négociant & Tunis, se rend & Gabbe sur ies fhe 
A. SADA LT Maton por ach bw ngs os am nr 
tions que Ini a données Vandi opporiées \ Gabés par ine 
emt de natron ot au 


In frontidre, franches de droit. ne 
‘qui a passé cos marchandises par aa ee 


Le Risantcténdral dela République Frongise 


Inclosure 2 in No. 38. 
Commandant Rebillet to the Khalifa de Arad. 


Jaillon aux 4" Zouaves, recommande tout particulidre 

2 aan hall de Parad, 3 Taumbowo, qu ve tater de 
‘marchandises 9 Th caravane an. Tira 

vou di iad Me Stake. ‘Priére ‘de hui préter aide ot 

Spee i Gest nécossnire, Sou " ae a ; 








jLumbroso, qui se rend & Gabts pour y traiter avec In carmvane des Feszan 


‘du natron apporté par celle-ci. 


Son bien, &e, 
(Signé) F. PLER 


Oonmul-General Haggard to the Karl of Kimberley,—(Received July 10.) 
‘0, $2, Confidential.) 
y Lord, 
AMY ‘Austrian colleague has inform peta 
r informed ime that he ;oceasion to ap 
4 Consular Agent at Goleta in place of openly toeeaiee Lp eas sree 
eel yya back the Resident's Private Secretary potnapliss ccm 
Baron Pereira, which he did not keep, nor did he send an excuse emt ¢0 call 
‘coming some days Jater he said that he had, on the part of the Resident, t 


request that tho appointment should be i 

‘Ti Ct at should be canceled, as ho did’ not want to have an 
nies A708, Pereity tells'me. that he idem verbis, tha: 
Ile fo te how the I Resident-General. Iie 


mente, and he had an in ai pe (age 
\6 ad a them at and when he ean 


re that M. Millet has unneces- 
ttle incident may servo to show 
; ® the pollay that he ly to pursue towards them—the 
sratatona antl indisreet nator of the man, and tho rebuifs that he comngeety 
L have, &e. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 





No, 85. 


Consul-General Hoggard to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received July 10.) 
(No. 48. Con : 
{R0,48., Contdential 


SHORTLY after receiving this 
to speak unofficially to the esident-Geneed 
F et oflally tho Resident-Genoral 


© not really hurt; 

“Oh,” he replied, * they 

ae Halins or Malte. Hind ii Ween French 
ere ere was the authority of the Prem 

them an indemnity of 2004, and of tho Court at 

mus toa month's imprisonment; that was quite 


is disconeerted him f i 

wat a him for a minute, but he quickly 
x Massonult bad Paid 2007, so as to be pleasant to the pa Bay totale eestfien 
fy Algiers had sentenced Camus 60 as to be unpleasant to the Tet: 

overnment and soon and Sse 0 the Tank 
Millet added that all this 

sent ita his happened five a . 

si Stl at a hail tor 
Pei otha’ a, ould you have done?” “Not have made mikne 


T was speaki 
Teannot but think that such an appointment 


I replied, case. 

Me on tamed down nomewbat, and said that Cans would have no exceutivo 
functions; he would bo simply a clerk, and then he added something about its being 
ealy a provisional appointment ‘dans’ Is. pensée,” whatever that may mean. T tried 
to pin him to this as a declaration, but could not get him to go further than" pro- 

jsbirement dans Ia pensée,"* and he added in a violent tone that he would be bound to 
ho time; that I must understand that this was entirely voluntary, and that if there 
ras any attempt at dictation he should confirm the appointment. 

T then again quietly reminded him of the opening of our conversation, and said 
that such a statement was quite unnccessary. 

T thought it advisable before speaking to Mf. Millet, oven unofficially, on this 
subject, to have your Lordship's instructions, as I know his violent and arbitrary 
Character, and thought it possible that any suggestion which in any way impugned his 
Section would be badly received. My telling him that I should report the matter 
home, although it drew an outburst from him, really brought him to book to a certain 
extent, 
Tis possible that he wants to have in the police » creature of his own who will 
be a facile tool. Part of his conversation was devoted to violent abuse of the 
‘Commissary who resigned rather than suffer Camus’ presenco in his office, 

‘As a matter of personal opinion, I do not belive that the appointment was 
intended to be only temporary. This was, T am convinced, an afterthought, and evan 
now Tam by no means sure that M. Millet’s half-hearted assurance on this point was 
anything but an evasion. Why #hould ho make such point of placing « criminal in 
this post tbe ony s amporary 9 jpointment ? 

fei quite incapable of appreciating that ‘stich an appointment might be looked 

‘upon as an affront. His only point of view is that the slightest eritcism of it even ix 
‘an attack on his authority, 
I have, &e. 

(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 





No, 36, 
Consul-General Haggard to the Earl of Kimberley—(Received July 10.) 


go, Confidential.) 
'y Lord, Thnis, June 20, 1805. 
TT may be as well that I should add a few lines to my despatch No. 43, of 
yesterday with reference to ny conversation with the Resident on the subject of hi 
Appointment to the post of Secretary to the Commissary of Police of the man con 
Vieted of torturing the British subjects at Kairwan. 

My demeanour and language throughout wax most forbearing, though I confess 
that Masewere moments when was somewhat (ried; still, owing M. 
ate and chronic want of self-control, Iwas careful not to say anything that could give 
him the slightest excuse for being tude, which I should have been foreed to take 
notice of, s0 we parted in a perfectly friendly manner, 

His remark about dictation was absolu‘cly uncalled for. ‘There was never the 
slightest hint or word that could justify 

"This is the frst tine that I have liad a difference of opinion with M. Millet, bat 
T have had occasion to notice that the slightest expressiou contrary to his ideas 
Drings forth a food of angry and ill-considered words, so 1 was perfectly prepared 
for his emportenent, which would have surprised me in any one else. 

"The moment that T broached the subject he few out. Doubtless, he was already 





ich resulted in Camus’ conviction. 
amhould have preferred even to lose his 
‘One good effect, at least, I believe that my conversati 

ira reg sate rata phy ar 
wal cy ee that ‘he was destined, ‘Ths, T should think, even M. Millet 

‘our Lordship will probably judge from the foregoi illet is a some. 
what ‘ifieolt person to! deal with; fadeed, Sir Speteor Se Moin oes 8 20m 
sient {0 his despatch No. 2 of the 9th January, which your Lordship was 

me, he characterized hit 4 ya 
Bave always been on the best posible terms with hia ad yee tee vary tre 
gevere, af ar Yoor Lordship Si hae seth saa mam 
, x ve judged, his whole tone, though 
Words were never ‘actually diacourteous, was at excited ‘and violent ‘an fe was 
_ Thave, &e, 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 


ae 


No. 37, 
Convul-General Haggard to the Bart of Kimberley —(Received July 10.) 
ag is, Confidential) 
Tunis, June 24, 1805, 


M, BALOSSY, the gentleman mentioned in the inclosed ‘special edition of the 


“Petite Tunisie,” is the Commis 
the 10th instant as having been wilocuee pe oe nana 4 
in his 


‘aman whose 


Tesontment at this refusal of 
racte 
y station, alter leaving the train, that M. 
ve results whi Or 
Presure was made to briog about the canceling of he aoe. 
Fal nts iad that it was M. Balosay and not me on Ties IE Bilet tot oat the 
1 take it, equally unbecoming for 


Her M I 
an attack ia the usual uoofficial manner. Ome €, OF fo have resented, such 


Although, as 1 was not prese 
words attributed in the inelogad narrat 
doubt, as Thear on all sides, that they 
‘other respects also in the main correct. 
_ have, &, 
(Signed) W. H. D, HAGGARD, 


———— 
Inclosure in No. 87. 
Supplement to the “ Petite Tunisie.” 
SAMEDI, & 11 hontes 15, on voir M. Mi place 
ne ED. 3 . Millet traversant ta place de la 
ey aur! Par son entourage habituel, ot gsticulant avee violence en parlant au 
ata st M- Millet Quel nouveau coup de soleil avait touché ce cervenu 


M. Millet se rendait i Ia gare Talienne pour prendre le train de 11 heures 45 


respect, était monté dans un wagon de seconde, pour ne pas se 
entendit tout & coup une voix stridente qui _ 

# Est-co que M. Balossy est IA? Dites-lui dono qu'il viene!” 

M. Balossy, qui, nous fe répétons, entendait cette interpellation, népondit de son 
lein, gré & Yappel dit Résident et vint iui demander ce qu'il désirait. 

1 vous voilA!” dit-il & M, Balossy. “ Comment se fait-il que vous ne soyex 
Je vous donne huit jours pour quitter Tunis. Quel est le paquel 
que vous 

Cola avait été dit sur un accent de colire ot avec des gestes tellement épileptiques 
que M. Balossy en fut interloqué. La foule qui sétait amass6o contomplait ce 

ie avec une tristesse non dissimulée. 

“M. lo Ministre," répondit M. Balossy, “je ne puis me rendre en France sans. y 

Je n'ai regu aucun ordre. Jo. suis ii 
, je ne puis en prendre un troisidme en 

France. 
‘Comment! vous refuse de m’obéir! jo vous feral foutre le camp !” 

“On parle ainsi A un ¢ Ministre,” répliqua M. Balossy, “ mais non & 
un fonctionnaire qui n’a jamais té. Vous pouvex m’expulser, car jo no partirai 
ici quo sur ordre de M. le Ministre de W'Intérieur, de qui j'ai Thonnour de 
relover. 

‘A cette dernitre réponse Vexaspération du Ministre devint indosoriptible. It 
gesticulait avec fureur, pronongant des syllabes cor Jo le foutrai i tn 
porte, il foutra le camp, eré nom de Diew! 

AL. Balossy, retourné & sa place, et, entendant toujours vociférer lo Ministre, 

mais il en fut emptché urs fonctionnaires Arnbes, 
suivaient le Ministre, notamment par le Mai Cheikh El Astouri, lesquols 
lui et lui barrérent le passage. 
is de peur, devenu vert, & force d'etre pile, M. Millet fit monter & ses 
janissaires, qui le gardarent pendant tout lo trajet. 

“Tolle est, fiddlement résuméo, ainsi que peuvent en témoigner plus do 200 personnes, 
Is sotne incroyable qui s'est passée, hier, b Ia gare Italienne ! 

Il n'y avait quiune opinion, hier, parmi les assistants et dans la Colonio! lo 
Ministre dovient fou! 

De fait, les officieux disent qu'il avait un coup de soleil, mais on sait eo que 
significnt les cuphémismes sous la plume des reptiles Tunisiens. 

Voila la Tunisie bien montée ! 

Quand nous nous adressions aux affaires étrangéres et que nous lour disions: 
ouyrez donc les yeux, le Résident que yous no ‘eavoyé est capable do toutes les 
gaffes, on nous répondait que notre opposition tenait & uno raison commerciale | 

Guand nous’ disions 4M. Ribot que les abus de pouvoir dont nous avons été 
victimes rivélaiont chez M. Millot un état moral des plus inquiétants, que son agent 

Yavait ni tact, ni jugement, mais seulement des passions qui aménoraient un jour ow 
Yautre quelque gaffe oi Ia France serait engagée, on nous répondait que nous avions 
des notes déplorables ! 

Bh bien! M. Ribot, les affaires trangdres sont-elles fixées aujourd'hui? 
Faudra-t-il quil surgisse ‘une dispute diplomatique, & une gare quelconque, pour 
quills so décident & replacer M. Millet d'od il n’aurait jamais dA sortir ? 

‘Si nous étions A la place de M. lo Commissaire Balossy, nous savons bien de 

mt 616 notre réponse aux injures publiques qu'il a reues. No 
é aveo des arguments qui cussont certainement calmé Vépilepsic 


yu'an grand pays, que 15,000 Frangais sont soumis au pouvoir autoritaire 
d'un pareil htmme! “Dire que leur liberté, leur fortune, leur diguité sont en do tell 
mains! yue dans une de ces crises de nerfs, par un de cos coups de soleil, ils 
rvent déplaire et Mtre-expulsés! Dire qu'un énergumine de cette nature peut les 
Rratre's la porte d'un pays que leur travail ot Tears efforts ont ddji rendu prospir f 
Nrest-ce pas navrant ? 
(sity I 








Ah! si voas entendies, M. Ribot, les commentaires de la population étrangére 
votre Ministre, il n'est point douteux que votre ptriotisme, comme le nétre, cn serait 
Tbumilié et que vous rendriea i la wie pri grrr Repel etrrce betas 


texte on sblenal ité personnelle, mais la dignité de Ja grande nation qu'une 


Co n'est pas un Résident, c'est un commis-voyageur. 
Ew. Lacrorx. 





No, 38, 
Consul-General Haggard to the Earl of Kimberley.—(Received July 10.) 


Ger Confidential.) 
y 7 24, 1895. 
T HAVE ascertained the truth of the report of the exi in the Bizer 
Canal of the rock which was alluded to in my fspatch No. 38 of the Niontoetaa 
appears that it is well within 30 feet of the sa ud that it 
which has been begun will take three or iar eonite ae ree be ae ad 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD, 





No, 39, 
Conmit-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Receiced July 10.) 


(No, 48, Confidential) 
My Lord, Tunis, July 1, 1895. 
4 WITH reference to my despatch No, 45 of the 24th ultimo on the. subject of 
the appointment toa post in the police of a man guilty of the torturing of two 
British subjects, Ihave the honour to inclone to your Lordship copy and trans- 
Intion of an article from the * Unione "—the Italian newspaper here. 
From the temperate tone of this article, from such a quarter with such an 
peace ‘one might almost suspect that it may have received ffi ‘approval, 
not supervision, but, as I have abstained from conversation w Vian 
colleague on this subject I do not know this a a fact gs age 
ie only new incident in connection with this matter which I have learc 
Cans ae Wyte is his Sueretary, anc quently, laid before M. Millet, 
\¢ “Dossier” of the case, to show the impossibility of such an appointment 
M. Millet id that he knew all about the case and pe ian his choles, eleher . 
renal ake to be dismissed the service, whereupon M. Balossy then and there 
‘This shows that, when in his conversation with me M. Millet sa 
Camus had done was to have given a Maltese a “ soufflet,” rs Pas endyte 
accordance with his real knowledge of the facts of the case. | c 
1 mad te ieumstances connected with this matter have made a very great and 
may say, a very painful impression ere, and people are aghast at the conduct, 
SaRSAIP SA MASIGEy, Die oor ttags tans’ Bees teeny cotets A elonror meee 
who has such absolute power as has the French Resident General in the Regency, 
and are beginning to ask themselves with wonder not unmixed with anxiety, 


__ Lhave, &o. 
(Signed) W. I. D, HAGGARD. 


au 
\ Trelosure in No. 39. 


Extract of an Article from the “ Unione” in reference to the Dismissed Commissary 
of Police. 


UP to te present moment we have expected, if not a denial—impossible under 
the cireamstances—at least some kind of an explanation of an unfortunate incident 
the creamer come days ago at the Italian Railway Station between the French 
Resident and the ex-Commissary of Police, M. Balossy, ‘This we have expected, for 
the opponents of ML. Millet have assiduously related and commented upon the inci 
dent in the public journals with such a wealth of unedifying particolars and with 
Sach bitter criticism, that we may well ask ourselves whether this silence with 
reference to the comments of the public is fit and proper. 

We ask this with greater persistency, inasmuch as the “ Protectorat,”” one of 
the Opposition papers, conducted in a serious fashion, whose articles are written with 
calm Judgment, dees not hesitate to examine the incident from a point of view which 
interests all Europeans settled in this country. 

‘Indeed, our contemporary asks itself whether the public is not justified in ite 
apprehensions at seeing an office so important as that filled by the Resident-General 
Of France and Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Sovercign at the mercy of an 
fndividual who cannot cootrol his personal resentment, but gives vent to it, 
coram populz, in words which are scarcely permitted in the secrecy of one's 
chamber. 

‘We do not wish to enter into the merits of the case between the two Franco- 
‘Tunisian functionaries, unless it be to touch upon one of its most salient features 
je, and with reason, but which is worthy of notice. 

‘of the misfortune which has befallen M. Ralossy, ax is affirmed, is 
his refusal to agree to accept as an important functionary in his Department a Com- 
missary of Police who, while ia the south of the Regency, was subjected to disc 
Plinary measures and coodemned for maltreating an Anglo-Maltese subject, i 
Khose favour the Consular Representative of Her Britannic Majesty inter- 
veued. 

This version of the matter, as yet uncontradicted, is fraught with several 
instruc ‘For example, there is one which may bo summed up as 
follows: if the Administration and the judicial authority of the country intervened 
with the result that the work of this functionary was condemned and punished, how 
Can this same Administration, after a short lapse of time, so change its mind as to 
confide to him still more delicate functions? sath: ne 

s it not, perhaps, proper—nay, we will go further, und say, is it not the duty o 
i eae ert Peak superintendence of police aud ite responsibilities, to call 
the attention of bis superiors to the danger which would result from receiving as a 
Subaltern aman who has undergone a sentence, brought about, as we are assured, 
by the inquiry carried out by this very Superintendent: 

Well! then, what guarantee can there be from a Government—and this is the 
most delicate part of the question under consideration—which at one time, under 
Giplomatic pressure, Tends itself to holding an ioquiry into, and consequently 
punishing, the conduct of an employé, and then rewards him in a manner 0 andis- 


fuised as to cause distrust, not only amongrt. the public, not only in the mind of 


the Superintendent who conducted the inquiry, but also in the very Consular 
authority which in the past demanded and obtained due sat 

Tf, then, the Protectorat” publiely demands an explanation of the want of 
coolness displayed by the Resident, it is perfectly within its right, inasmuch as that 
‘chich its patriotism as.a French sewspaper prevents it from saying is being univer- 
Yersally whispered and talked about among the mass of the public. 

"The public are discussing the merits and demerits of M. Balossy. ‘The matter 
is subjected to a more objective and cool examination, with a result not particularly 

A. Millet, to the punishment of the Commissary in his honourable 

Fesistanee, and in the anger given vent to in an entirely unsuitable locality, the 
public sees an abuse of power for reasons of political spite there, where equanimity 
shoald alone hold sway. 

We are aware that our action as Opposition journalists is characterized at the 
Residency as but the giving vent to unjustifiable anger in a bitter, partizan, and 
personal manner. With such vnmerited accusations as these we have not troubled 








‘urmelves, confident in the consciousness that we have nothing to reproach ourselves 
wit 


But let our adversaries look to themselves; that which we proclaim to-day the 
ountry iteelt does likewise; M. Balossy has gained for himself the respect and 
esteem of all classes irrespective of nationality. 
are doing, in this way, and for a line of action whi 
Justified in maintaining, is to take a wrong 

isagreeable consequences. 
a ‘ithout mixing ourselves in the methods of the Administration and the 
police, what is there to prevent a diplomatic interpellation, which might be couched 

{in the following terms :— 


‘ments 2" 


‘We confess that, after the scandal just taken place, if the Eo, 


lish authority 
were to hold such language, there would id . 


‘no ground for astonishment. 





No. 40. 


Conul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salishary.—(Reevived Jily 
(No. 49, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Twnis, July 8, 1895. 

1 HAVE ‘the honour to inform your Lordship that, being calling at the Residency 
{eaferday, M. Millet walked with me to my horse and told me suddeoly that the man who 
had ‘been appointed to the post of Secretary to the Commissary of Police here, who hed 


PRderone a term of imprisonment for torturing a Maltese, would be transferred to. the 
Finanee Department. 


‘The conversation which I had the honour of reporting in my despatch No. 43 of the 
19th June has not, therefore, been without its effect SY SPM 


BM Milet went on to say tht he trosted that there would be now no official 

resentation on the subject. “I replied that I would report the conversation to your 
— ie fl port the conversa you 

He was very nervous and anxious in his manner, and I take it thet he is now 
“pouting his violenee, that he greatly fears the effect that the universal condemnation 
{ihich bis conduct in this matter has met with may produce at Paris, and that he thinks 
that an ‘oficial protest on the part of Her Majesty's Government, which it woul te 
impossible to conceal, might perhaps have great weight in pulling down the belance 
against him, 

L have, &. 
‘Siened) ’ W. H, D. HAGGARD. 





No. 41. 


Coneul-Cieneral Hoggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Receiced July 22.) 
(No. 0. Confidential.) 
‘My Lord, Tunis, July 8, 1895. 

JUST os I was leaving the Residency yesterday, after the visit to which T have 
alluded in, my immediately preceding despatch, the Resident-General said that when he 
‘was in Paris he was going to bring forward the revisi 
that he thought that no time had better be lost in 
He added that he was prepared to make concen 
articles. 

1 replied that I had no instructions on this matter. 

In several despatches I have had the honour of calling the attention of Her Majesty's 
Government to the probability of this matter being brought forward, but I thought it was 
‘only looming in the distance, and the bolt has falien much quicker than 1 . 

I fancy that the reason for this may be that ME. Millet, finding his unpopularity here 
‘0 great and 0 increasing as to be likely to make his position precarious, if pot intolerable, 


oalt ion of A 
wrhich there ie, uudes the altered constr ce a card we have at 


thet binges all : 
ai events thee Tos ae em 
serra taportnace 16 Fe ; 
Kecnest aboot it are opr io gt th sof tr baa 
M. Millet’s way of introducing, the sarcastic 
: that itwas that of a tan who had only go 
Fae tee ee become wo intoxicated with his sataeratic potion 
xtily seems to think wnomentarily that he ean dictate to. a ho nok abe dt it 
Sen “contdleor”” His statement aboot the conctusions which he was prepare 
tak, ater Her Majesty's Goverment bad gaily acpi is vows a he so) 
» Mnccty, was entertaining in its *nalveté,” and T may almost s *, 
of the Treaty, as catertaning Oo rma, they wil come tom Her’ Maloaty 
ering that, if any co si 
Gore ian is not yet denounced, M, Millet's 
Tn view of the fact that the Halian ‘Treaty © ’ 
Rateppes = neement may be 
Teta co iy sh uy wel be hat ts wen apogee may be 
fash in the pan, and that we may hear nothing more abou 
only w fsb in the yan, an rae 
rt houl imagine fom the tone of his remarks hat he apoke in any case without dhe 
peowl is Government, but I have thought it advisable to menth let to 
meant Sen ta a ae 
Zitions which hie may make there. 


haracteristic. It is difficult for me 
iaractesstic. is dial for me 
here that he 


have, &o. 4 
(Signed) SW. HD, HAGGARD. 





No. 42. 


; —(Received July 2 
Consul-General Haggerd to the Marquess of Salishury— (Received July 


; : ja, July 7, 1895. 
Qo. 63. Confidential.) Ain iy 11808, 
My AVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your, lari ts oar vide 
vito state that I have expressed to M. Rifthalt, the Resident 
cer ically, your Loniship’s satisfaction at M. Millet’s having yielded to my cnofiie! 
peaccrnrt heh sa letaken totransfer Camus from the Department 
representations, and 
Pe ean tne rege hin norm nth 
omer ‘ent for our satisfuction, for, if the Resident likes to 
hi enn 1 i ae tn ar 
San he chould place him & ition where a can of is unscrupulous and 
heal plc in i's pooner ean fare pense 
nature ave an . _ ae 
Bena aE 3 i i 10 was the possibility of the application 0! 
Ph pe Se ee eect ata not Bherefore, I allow, in ailing st 
Sviship whether i dpe alisable to commaniente the substance of your telegram 
Lorie Tetnat, when that resolt had been unofieiaily htaind, te converance 
iY’ af your Lordships safinfuction would involve in any way 4 cea of 
ia, pecooue, a purpose the absence of which I had indeed the intention of specally 
IO ae een may mote’ ‘This will account for my not having observed the 
SEEN your Lordakip has now pointed ont, id 
[ais] 


whether this transfer has been 








speech at a public meeting with the boast, «J's 
‘generally , representing the Italian Agent and Consul- 
abject on which he was sw to have been “ronks" being, it 
4s said, one on which, ax in this matter, M. Millet subsequently thought it better to 
give way, 





Coneu-6-neral Haggard lo the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Recrived July 2.) 


‘a en aly 1, 1898, 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 59 of the 7th instant, I have the honour to 

inclote to your Lordship copy of the private letter which Taddressed to the Trees 
Daégué on the subject of the appointment of Camus to the post of Secretary to the 
Police Commisary here, and of Me Rithul's reply. 

1 presuine that your Lordship will consider that the letter is satisfactory, as it gives 
distinct assurance’ that Camus will be transferred from the Department of Police to 
that of Finance, which was, T venture to think, necessary to secure that transfe 
Particularly as quite Intely his “Chef de Cabinet” in another 
hecessity of the Residency being bound by a me 

With reference to the ea 
during my conversation with ¢ 
was also in the carriage, and, secing that I was engaged in a private:conversation with 
his chief, be, with, as I thought at the time, a certain want of diseretion, changed his 
place from the other end of the carriage to opposite where we were sitting, so ax to hear 

Tt was this gentleman who, towards the end of the conversation, 

rovisoire” half sotto roce, which M. Millet immediately took up; 
so T venture to think that M, Risfault's knowledge of M. Millets intention on this point 
was prophetic, if not apocryphal, while, if M. Ritfault means by “il navait pas, co 
semble, lieu de s'atrondre & ce que la personnalité de M. Camus vous paratt mériter d'étre 
signaléo d'une manidre particulitre & attention da Gouvernement de In Reino,” that 
M. Millet did not understand this from our conversation, this is a direct misstatement, 
for, as I had the honour of reporting, it was on that declaration of mine that hinged all 
‘our subsequent conversation ; and, as M, Riffuult’s letter goes on to repeat the very 
arguments used by M. Millet almost in his words deprecating our interest in the 
twatter, I think that it is at least likely that this letter was “drafted” by the “Chef 
de Cabinet,” who bad heard every word of the conversation, and who was, therefore, 
perfectly aware of what T said. 

T have, &e. 
(Bigned) W. H. D, HAGGARD. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 43. 


Consul-General Haggard to M. Riffeult, 
Private.) = = 
M. le Délégus, Tunis, July 4, 1896. 
ON the 2nd instant the Resident-General did me the honour of informing me, with 
roference to a conversation with him on the subject of the appointment to the post of 
Secretary to the Commissary of Police at Tunis of a man named Camus, who had been 
condemned by the Court at Algiers to a month's imprisonment for having cruelly 
tortured two Maltese subjects at Kairwan, that this appointment would be cancelled, and 
that Camus would be given a post under the Minister of Finance. M. Miliet at the same 
time begged that no official representation should be made on the subject of the restita 


of this statement and of 
that, in the event of 

removing think that it maybe 

considered to do, L am to express the sa 

Foner a a cor, he hea no wish nak any oficial represeniation on the 


Lae ged if i edging the receipt of this leter, you will be 
acknowl ec i 

ee ee oe crak your early convenience, fr the information of Lard 

Salitbury, whether the transfer of Camus hax been already effested, and, if not, w 


may be expected. 


(Giese sy. H, D, HAGGARD, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 43. 
M. Riffeult to Consul-General Haggard. 


cull idence Générale de ta République Francaise, 
PTS Sons. énéa eines es eM Jules, 189. ne 
Me AS vole Cd mis au courant des eotretions que vous aviex ous avee le, Réident- 

SANE que vous avez bien voulu me faire connaltre par votre lettre particulidre du 
Cetal Se duvaie que dans la pensée de M. Millet, Ie nomination de M. Camus comme 
Boeiiaieete Commissaire de Police warat qu'an earactere provisoie au moment meme 
Srclle 2 dé faite; et qu’ xe. proposat, le cas échéant, de Je designer pour un autre 
Gimp, Je ne doato pas que votre intervention officieas, dans cette cireanstane,n'ait 
cmp se Sill A. préiser dans le but do vous étre agra len ore ui we rear 
oe ae eins co Teens; mais il wavait. pas, ce semble, low de s'attendre & ce ue 
ecesonnalié do M. Camus alt miter te sigoald, dune mani partial. 
Preareiien da Gouvernment de la Reine, Les regrettables événements de irouany 
fque vous rappelez 2 cette occasion, ont epi en lear temps, par les répressions qu los & 
Fe vo olption que TAngleterre était fondée i attendre, ot les satisfactions, accep 
svi, le wolfion acggoescur, metiaient le Gouvernement du Protectorat cn drott de 
alors ‘par scat, te nave 
enter que Fincdent demure ale Jadmette que I iberté de 'Adinitetion fit 

reine int'hul par des fits remontant d plus de cing ans, ot 2 la wite desquels, jo le 


Soe een seperntonsdsirabes ont oflertes an Représeatant dv Gouvernement 


Brita rndc'ilen sot je ne manquersi pas, tant pour me conformer ax vues du Résident- 


Général que pour r6pondre Avos désirs personnels, de rales ace quae peepee allen 
régard de M, Camus} et je suis heureux de vous donner, tenant, 

intervie & Vege de Mine mcs fan, pote Tu sem ibd danse service des 

i i Agréez, ke. 

(sient) ‘A. RIFFAULT, 
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wn instructions conveyed in your Lordship's despatch No. 4 of 
io tess are etcaee, to inclose herewith a Table showing the tes 
ard “import trade to the Regency, and the proportion of it which came from 
daring the years 1009 so ther rearks by saying that these figures, being 

taken cae re stick statistics, are not to be relied on es accurate. However, as the 
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foods brought by rench steamers” (by far th 

down as ‘French, wh 


loos coming 
thorn comet inyorta 
: ibl 9 as to show that bows 
ping «bevy 
Trade aa convenicud 


tissus Anglais introdui 
soncaseetn nodalt da de des différentes séries de 


= oy ane hm statguan.” est de beaucoup supérieur 
onion, oF even of the eviden 
re based. ‘Tho publis 
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Inclosare in No. 44. 
‘Tasur showing Value of Imports to Tunis from all Countries and from Great Britain, 
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No. 45. 
Conmul-Generel Heggerd to the Marqdess of Salisbury —(Received August 8.) 
(0.95, Commercial, Confidential.) 
Tunis, July 28, 1805, 


fy Lord, 

Lond reference to my immediately preceding despatch, Commercial, T havo the 
honour to inclose herewith an article from the “Tunisie Frangaise,” the organ of the 
French colonists, on the subject of the proposed revision ‘of the Anglo-Tunisian 


‘Treaty. 

"This article may bo taken as reflecting and summing up the views held here by the 
active opponents of that Treaty, so it may be as well to analyze it; 

sree thied paragraph states that "the economic condition of the Regency will ot be 
aflicivntly improved until our liberty of ction with reference to England is ylekted 
tous” 

“This is, of course, question for the French to consider, bu it is dificult to sve bow 
the Regency in toto wil benefit by the realization of this. alm, hovers rowel) manufac- 
tee Rereeyace and their agents here will gain. ‘Their idea is to hava everything in 

fies, and to tax bewily all foreign, produce, ani | peat that, 

reeiet have n revenue, they think that this ean be levied from that 

‘Vould soem to ignore the practical certainty that foreign traders, 

vo on auch unequal terms with French goods, will ceaso 

Phere, then, will their revenue come from ? From further 

‘oF the already greatly overtaxed mative, or from what amounts to the 

rect ching, bis indirect taxation by increased export duties, |The result of this must be 
ot oaly icGnite poverty and distress amongst the natives, but, the complete, boakdows 
not erly enue, and, aa far as one can sce, tho only gainers will be the French manufac- 
there agents here; indeed, in view of the ruin which must under such cireum- 

Jetake the country, itis dificalt to see how even they will be the gainers in the 


ae article then goes on to state, quite accurately, as I have shown in previous 
despatches, that the Bnglish Treaty gives the rate of the tax oo, imports bul then #4 
fespateitaty ax it soems to me, that according to the rules of international law, this 
‘Treaty could be denounced “ purement et 

‘The terms of the XLth Article on whiel 
based, do not admit of such an interpretation. 
may call upon the other to enter upon a revision, 
Dorn accomplished by common consent, and a new Convention shall hav 
pet pct into. execution, the present Convention shall continae and remain in full 
force." 

it isto be observed that though one of the Contracting Parties is at liberty to all 
upon the other to revise the Treaty, there is no obligation on the other to respond to 
cron te orf therefore, the retision ix proposed to us now, and we refuye to entertain it 
Shue present Convention remains in fal force.” It will be wean that his is the sone 

Freee ciatoment of the “Tunisie Frangaise,” that the Treaty can be denounced 


gives ght 74 with 
fives therm a right to commit an impunity. 
(aug) _ L 
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Composition.” “Tt would be interesting to mist DaYe 


concluding words of this artic 
Indeed, be a question of life ‘and death for 
aed bythe writer ‘y 
le Altach too great importance 
mt thas been becuase it hiny sunfoaeiee 

gitcriained here, and probably inepired 
ms ingyr bein Franco on this mihject,vioms which thou 

rene catty be brought forward offically if Mf Mil 
i ae it any proposals to your Lordship on ret 
widin whieh ality Treaty bas not been denounced, but 


hesitation on the lone, “Tein of course posible diay tis" Gek2 Rew remain 


that this delay i 

h lay indicates 

il fur e Italy with refe A 

nee afterall, {in which case it wil'be ood far ane 

an here are anxious, and it son oor Treaty thet Woy 
her nations under the moat-faroured. 


that the Trends ear of France toatl further irritate la 
eight years. mi : 
reall 


le value to. the F 
sta “Refer hem, greatly 
; tile fo the French Sous een and tinder. 
{neloning gives rso amongat them, for, apart fom th 
ame time not unaasociated wi 
50,000 Ttaliant whine omens ere are in 
re are in Tes 


nd on our holdi 


lost sight of 
fly small trader sft : 


pon our Treaty. ‘This question’ is. ther 


hy here. ‘They 
ll wo go to?” 
I herself be a c 


ee, : 
would foll snd th owing to the cumpeti 
ty with ‘Tunis, would be pated Blow calle, which 
other blow, 


. Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) W. H. D, HAGGARD, 


eee 
Inclosure in No. 45. 
Estract from the “ Tunisie Frangaige,” 


dans leurs discours du 
lent de Ia Chambre d'Ag, ea at 


Silence sur une 

ey agionnd hui 

ss ara Bah 
isto. 


Rous n'en 


tes 

will o’a pas do limite 

zune Puma ami one vot pas 

te de négocier, dés A préseat, de fagon A co que nous 
internatioole en Septembre 1896, au moment ole 


Vétiquette du Protectorat, wo 
carttire déiitif quo ve po Et Angleterre « bien montré, 
A propos de Bizerte, qu’ell itique de tracasseries qui n'est pas 
digne d'une grande nstion. 

‘iberevest venue od la France doit dtre libre de se mouvoir en Tunisie, sane que son 
action y rencontre d'autres limites que clles de sex Conventions avco le Bes. Ct une 
Guestion de bon sens, ct les Anglais sont gens trop pratiques pour s'usharaee ences a 
Sree Je droite qu‘ls ont acc le jour of ils ont reconu votes Protectorat, war te 
Regence. En se ‘montrant de bonne composition, fs obtiendroat_certsinonest des 
CoSeemeations que la stricto Uegalité pen .ctrait de leur refoser le cherchulent & nous 
créer des enibarras. 

Seas arljurons le Ministre des Affaires Btrangires de ne pas oublier que Ia suppression 
des Thaluts Halos ct Anglo-Tonisiens et pour notre Colonie une question de vie ou de 


mort ! 





No. 46. 


Mr; Howard to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received August 14.) 


(No. 208.) 
My Lord, Pa nist 13, 1805. 

WITH reference to Mr. Haggard's despatch No. 50 of the 3rd ultimo I have 
the honour to incloss a leading article which has appeared in the “ Matin,” drawing 
tention to the fact that unless tho Italian Treaty with Tanis of the 8th September, 
1868, fe not denounced before the 8th proximo, according to the terms of the same 
it will be ronewed ipso facto for another twenty-eight years. 

In the interests of Tunis, where only a Protectorate exists, but where French- 
men areas mach at home as in Algeria as far as foreiga nations are concerned, the 
mee a urges the denunciation of the Treaty, ax algo the abrogation or at all events 
Trae difcation of the Tonisian Convention with England of 1875, which provides 
Peete two Contracting Parties may demand a revision of the same after it has been 


in force for seven years after its signature. =~ 
I have, 


&. 
(Signed) HENRY HOWARD. 
——————— 

Tnclosure in No. 46. 


Betract from the “ Matin of August 12, 1898. 


LE Protectorat dela France sur a Tunisie, qui dure depais tantdt quinze années, 
touche a. une heare paychologique, & tne dchéance importante dont of it se soucier 
des A préseat. Il wagit do Pexpiration du Traité de Commerce qui lie la Regence 
Tiealie, Ce Traité, conclu pour vingt-huit ans, est du-8 Septembro, 1868; i serait 
Fenouvelé ipso facto pour une iéme darée s'il n’était pas. dénoncé dovze mois avant 
Te terme fine. “Crest dire que la déoonciation doit en étre faite sans retard dans unt 
délai maximam de trois semaines. 

‘Hest probable qu'on y songe au Ministére des Affaires Gtrangéres ; mais il 
serait bon que le désir de be pas brasquer les choses et de.ne pas soulever trop de 
seraintenterent & Rome entrainat pas nos Agents & se Inisser jouer par les fins 


diplomates que sont les Italiens. 
"On ce tanrait avoir un instant d'bésitation et se laisser arréter par des 


considérations secordaires: le Traits avec I'Italie doit étre dénones; il doit 
Petre régulitremont, officiellement, avant le S Septembre prochain, Le dé- 





49 
Feast Cnn a Tunisie et Pavenir méme de Protectorat Francais 
"est 


portant, fait par 
paralysée docblem: 
Yue économique. Il suffit pour s 
Italien da 8 Septembre, 1868, 

Dans son Article I*, il confirme tous jes privilages ct immunités accordés aux 
aliens par les usages ot les ‘Traités antérieurement existants,” I donne enanies 
4 Mtalie le traitement de Ia nation la plus fayorisée lest expressément entendu,” 
¥ eatil dt, “que tous les droits, priviléges et immunités gue Je Royaume de Tunis 
‘accorde & présent et pourrait accorder A avenir ou dont if permettrait Ta jouissance, 
A quelque titre que se soit, aux représentants, aux citoyens, aux navires de toute 
autre Puissance étrangére, seront accordés aux représcatants, aux citoyens, aux 
navires, au commerce, et ala navigation du Royaume d'ltalie.” 

Noild qui est clair. Et comme la France, malgré Vétablissement du Protece 
forat aut lui @ codté quelques centaines de millions, malgré les quinse millions 
avelle <dépense anouellement en ‘Tunisie, est restée uno “ Puissance étiene 

ie, * tout ce qui serait accordé a ‘ses nationaux et A son commerce le serait A 
tale, 

Cotte condition est confirmée, étendue dans les autres Articles du Traité du 
Septembre, 1868. L’Article II dit on propres termes :— 

“ Les navires de guerre Italiens seront t ‘et reous dans les eaux et dans 
tea ports da Royaume de ‘Tunis dle la méme manigre que T'on pra 
navires de guerre de Ix Pulssance la plus révérée et la plus privilege 

Crest ld le motif pour lequel Vescadre Francaise a hésité de longs mois avant 
@entrer dans notre superbe port de Bizerte, construit par les Frangais, avec de 
Vargent Frangais, et armé de cxnons Francais 

Il est vrai de dire que lo Traité avec I'Italie assure, A titre de réciprocité, un 
traitement de faveur “aux navires de guerre Tani ens.” La chose semble avoir 
46 Gcrite érieusement ; mais il est diflicile de lire de méme. 

vantages accordés aux Italiens sont précisés et consolidés en quelque 
sorte dans le ts de 1868. LArticle IX stipole que les produits, quels uvils 

t, de M'ltalio pourront étre introduits en Tunisie “sans payer de taxes ode 

plow élevés quo coux imposcs sur les marchandises somblables provenant de 

t Je plus favoring,” Co n'est pas tout; voici qui est mieux encores “he 

Hornement de Son Altesse le Bey s‘oblige A ne pas augmenter, envers 
Malic, les droits actuels do douane d'importation et droite maritimes sans a tre 

Ht avec le Gouvernement Italien.” Et le Traité avee PAngle- 

combine avec celui que nous analysons, fixe ) § pour ceat de 

Ja valour de la marchandise, au maximum, le montant des droits de douane & 
percevoir. 

En sorte que la Tunisie, nan seulement ne peut accorder aucun ava 
Economique i la France qui la protége, lui assure la 
8'a pas le pouvoir de se donner de bonnes 
certaines marchandises, comme laleool we la. popul: 
et spécialement aise, alcools, d'eaux.de-vie et 
absinthe de basse qualité 
absinthe dT 
Londres, 

La Tani ainsi mise fnanci’roment et eens it en tutelle, lest 
Tagore, Politiquement par les. droite exorbitants accordés aux Italiens, par les 
[ibertés dont ils jouissent et dont lea Frangais eux-mémes ne jouissent’ pra, par 
la quasi souveraineté de leur Consul. Cela leur permet de constituer on’ Har 
«aox l'Btat Tunisien. Le Gouvernement faible et me Tey des pouvait 
Prater une pareille situation; elle n'est pas tolérable I od lotte fe drapeau 


Frangais, 
‘Gert co dont nos Résideots A Tonia ne se péndtrent pas assez, ce dont notre 
Ministare des Affaires Etrangéres doit etre convaincu : la Tunisie eat anjourd’het 
innefarses de Protectorat n'est qu'ane forme de Gouvernement, meilleare que 
VAdministration directo lorsqu’elle permet de mieux réaliser Féqoiliore nécessaire 


entre les intéréts des colons Francais et ceux également res de la popula- 
indigdne. A légard de létranger, nous devons étre ches nous en Tuniste susel 
bien qu'en Algérie, 
Lan rupture du Traité avec MItalie, qui arrive régulidrement, & la date fixée 


a 


piration, permetira te. 
iratic achever une couvre restée précaire et incompla 
Ex"Tunisie, ddbarraasée de cor mntrerey porcen prone oe See 
nomiqi et nover avec la France smerciales étroites, 
te pes dire exclusives, od nous trouverons la compensation des sacrifices’ anté- 
"NF dcowcaton da Trait de Commerce entre Male ot Ia Toss etrafnera 
Ja rupture on la revision du Traité que celle-ci a signé avec TAngleterre, Lea 
Angie ont dane In Régence des ntérts infine, pour ne. pas dire mls; ot 
4 le Traité de 1875 ne fixe pas on délai ferme pour ‘son expi is. expromé- 
"A toute époque, aprés une période de sept années & partir dese, date, 
Sehacese des Hautes Parties Contractantes ura le droit de demander & Vantre 
isi i vision du % Icterre 
Goesouners. Urierm ait doe faire vali quand le Trait avec (Malle aura ee 


i i Protectorat sur 1a Tunisie, 
ral en établissant son Ton 
sal porns parant do Tendowton des Trae eriatantaeotrole Bey etles Poissancce 
Europdeoness Ila tena Ia parole donnée, ct son action, pendant quinze ans, 
Iysée dans une large mesure. 
contain stdaton, peut heureusement changer aujoord ha 
bonne raison A donner pour Ia faire durer plus longtemps. 


Tl n'y aorait ancone 





No. 47. 


Mr. Howard to the Marquess of Selisbury.—(Receiond August 15.) 


haskell Paris, August 14, 1895. 
if ira reference to my despatch No. 268 of the 13th instant, io which T inclosed an 


pecting the Tunisian Treaties of 1868 


i earl the honour to transmit herewith an article o 


England respectively, {a 
on ye Dela in,” denunciation of the Italian ‘Treaty. 
Phe ‘as did the “Matin,” argos the denunciat ian Treaty. 
With rlerence to iba with Bagands it sated oe as 0 limit to the ame is herln 
ned, cither party would seem to have the it bt , 
es atl Aa latey the English imports into Tunis i i an amount 
that ft may be hoped that x modileation of the Conv be arrive re 
iendly negotiations s 
rR a eof Os Matin” Gevarel in my shove oan 
porate pelergen ap eng Sieg: 
fate, oF didnot ‘according to Article XL of that Convention, * ut 
gay et resent shall continue and reavain 


in my abovesnamed despatch, it was 
: a Treaty inight 


have beea concluded and put into op 
force and effect.” ra 
(Signed) HENRY HOWARD. 


Tnclosure in No. 47. 
Ectract from the “ Débate” of August 18, 1895. 


TL ya quelques mois, au printecn 
\dressait notre collaborateut 


bbe po Frangaises entrérent dans In Régenoe, elle était fide & 
a ne aan Cameea U sure uae Sat strict, Ia Hino, a 
trent Paes Pet, mn Corin an on 

so err cc in Teae, Cent ain que TAutrichecHougrie en avait usg avec la 


fais} 








; Ttalie. Celui-i, conclu po 

#ion le oonen aan 8 Septembre, 18055 
ne pa Teconduetion. 5 
rede Uénoncer, afin avoir doréoavant la main Ube, ow 3 pes pec, 


der 
sei at i anton en 890 
Re las dee es 
cr ie sorte de eine eye 
fs alcloment tne Ton 
soflre pour supprimer les plus graves 
ses nous rene, on porn ede Fc 
te el ‘rg appliqué depuis 1890 & la Tunisie a eu des effets 
sxc I commarc ster deo fry nat tage reso eS igp 
fast ome ¥e moyenne de 50 millions environ & prds de 75 mill fon eit 
et dus ty de ce commerce vefctvnt anes Ie Proce ot Fa en ee 
‘ranee a exports pour 2 pnts de 2 millions en Tunisie, et ‘lee 
seen eins our Free e''6 aot 
nda de etek gt 
tera toujours Io Traité avec I'Angleter eee) 


deux 

sénent encore, Ala veritg, 

‘méme qu'l est conela sans te malt marquer qu’ll pet 

les deux partes; au reste, en admettant inde que cette 

es importations'Anglaises en "Tunsie sont 

le impo ‘aisle son bles (2,5 ft. Wi 

ct Omir yr te) pri nt pr dps ease 

pRerwne rent & obtenir une modification du régime présent es: <4 

fi deonciaion da Tri avee Italie que depend Pare iam sels eee 

fire less pug son chitre dadhies avec ln Tunisie ne sieve oo a geroat 

ae fpraines que lo Gouvernement Fran ira pas ie Le are ee 
§ Septembre, 1896, la France et la Tunisie auront toute liberté d'établic cote pee 

voudront lou teltions coset te liberté d’établir comme elles le 





No. 48, 
Consul-General Haggard 
gard to the Marquess of Salisbury. —( 
gia guess of Salishury.—(Received August 19.) 
iy Lord, 


THAVE the honour to inclose to y ‘Tunis, July 29, 1896. 
with IRAVE the bonot to intone to you two extract from te * Depa Toate” 


en as rey mating the intentions with reference 
! es with re to Bis 
ether forthe Prat as ie aa ng 


is supposed that 
naval arsenal. 


———SS 


B 
Inclosure 1 in No. 48, 
Bstract from the “ Déptche Tunisienne of June 25, 1895, 


AUX patriotes qui se_montrent peinés de In participation de Ia France & 1a grando 
sanifestatin tavale Je Kiel, nest pas inutile We rappeler que le 4 Juin derser, ls 
France toute scule se livrait’A une manifestation navale dont M'mportance leur a sans 
doute échappé, ear ils ont perdu une belle occasion d'exulter, 

11 Sagiseait aussi de Vioauguration d'an canal ou, pour parler plus exactement, de la 
prise de possession par In marine militaire Frangaise d'un Ctablissement maritime & peine 
ouvert d'hier au commerce et a la navigation. 

‘Le nouveau canal Francais n'a certainement pas les dimensions grandioses de Ia voie 
maritime que !'Empereur Guillaume a fait ouvrir entre la Baltique et la Mer du Nord. 
Sq longueur n'est, en effet, que de 1,500 métres au Tieu de 98 kilom. du canal Allemand ; 
aie sa largeur, ala cavette, est de 120 metres et sa profondeur de 9 métres, C’est done 
Jui aussi, un canal ouvert aux plos grands bitiments de guerre, comme aux plus grands 
itiments marchands; cuirassés et pequebots pourront.y circuler & V'aise, par tous les 
te1ps, sans avoir méme a xe préoecuper du courant et de 'étiage de Ia marge, sans avoir 
besoin de statiouner, pour entrer ou sortir, dans une de ces écluses ob les opérations sont 
toujours si longues et si déticates 

Crest quien effet notre canal, & nous, met en communication les caux de Ia Médis 
terrange avee les eaux de ce grand Inc naturel caché derritre Bizerte, qui forme un des 
plus beaux rapports de Ia Tunisie & la France. 

Nous n’avons pas besoin de donner & nos lecteurs la description de cette partie de la 
cbte Tunisienne od slevait, ily a quelques unnées, une simple bourgade de péchears, 
dont les barques seules pouvaient franchir Ia lagune séparant la pleine mer du lac, et ot 
s'€lbvera bient6t toute une ville neuve, commergante et industrielle 

Tout le monde connuit maintenant Bizerte, au moins de nom; mais ce que l'on ne 
sait pas suffisamment, ye transformation complate de ce ‘port sest accomplie 
en quatre années par les so ixGaieurs Frangais et avec des capitaux Frangais. 
Cette transformation n'a pas cu seulement pour but d’ouvrir une nouvelle escale 
aux steamers qui sillonnent le bassin Méditerranéen, mais avant tout d’ouvrir A notre 
murine militaire, sur Ia obte septentrionale de T'Afrique, un établissement qui peut 
ire considéré comme sans rival par sa disposition topographique et par ses vastes 
proportions. 

‘On a déja comparé le Lac de Bizerte & V'étang de Berro et i 1a rade de Brest, mais il 
sur celle-ci et sur celui-ld avantage d'un scots infiniment, plus commode et d'un abri 
plus parfait encore. Il n'est point balayé comme Tun et Tautre par de bourrasques de 
hord-ouest ou de sud-ouest qui en rendent parfois la nr ~igation périlleusc pour les bateaux 
d'un faible tonnage, 

Déja, depuis Tannée dernitre, plusieurs navires de commerce, et notamment, des 

ucbots de ln Compagnie Transatlaatique, étaient venus s'amarrer Le long des quais de 

fe, attestant ainsi la practicabilité de avant-port ot du Canal pour des batiments de 
fort tonnage. Il appartenait & a marine militaire de venir & von tour visiter le nouveau 
‘mouillage qui doit lut offrie des ressources si précicuses en temps de guerre; dest ce qu’elle 
4 fait, ily a une quinzaine de jours & peine. 

‘Les trois divisions formant W'escadre active de a Méditerranée, sous lex ordres de 
1'Amiral de La Jaille, sont venues en quelque sorte prendre officeliement possession de 
Bizerte. 

“Tandis que les vaisseaux cuirassés s'arrétaient dans V'avant-port, le grand. oroiseur 
“Suchet,” accompagné du ‘ Wattignies ct du “Faucon,” et des’ avisos torpillears 

Lévrier," “ Argonaute,” et “Léger” s'engageait dans le Canal ; puis, aprés avoir évalué 
dens le lac, ces navires venient mouiller devant Raz-el-Ouzi 

Décormais, la France a A sa disposition un port militaire de plas, qu'elle a le devoir 
d'outiller et de protéger duns Ia limite de ses ressources, afin d'étre un jour A la hauteur 
da role augue!’ Ia nature semble Favoir prédestiné. N'oublions pas que Bizerte doit 
‘evenir la grande escale Méditerrangenne des bitiments transitant par Gibraltar et Suca, le 
‘grand entrepSt do charbon Francais, rivalisant avec les entrepdts Anglais de Gibraltar ot 
ide Malte, enfin une des meilleures bases d'opérations de notre flotte opérant contre les 
forces navales de la Triple Alliance et contre celles de I'Angleterre. 

Bizerte doit devenir pour ainsi dire un Toulon Afficain, avec Bonifacio pour trait 
anion entre Ini et le Toulon Earopéen. 

‘Nous avions done raison de dire, en commengant, que la petite manifestation de la 








“ 


le 4 Juin, quoique stant faite 
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: a trouveront peut-ttre quelque ic 
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Inclosure 2 :a No. 48, 


Estract from the  Déptche Tunisienne" of July 26, 1895, 
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Consul-General Hoggard to the Maryuess of Salisbury. 
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Commercial. Confidential.) 

Ses ' - ‘Tunis, July 29, 1895. 
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“ 
Inclosure in No. 49. 
Extract from the “ Dépéche Tunisienne” of July 28, 1895. 


IL y @ quelques jours a peine, le 9 Juillet, M. le Sénateur Pauliat dénongait devant 
Ja Chambre dans une interpellation qui fit grand bruit, les. manoeuvres répré- 
Ihensibles entachant, selon lui, de nullité les Concessions faites & des particuliers dans In 
région des phosphates dits de Tebessa. 

Dans quelques semaines, peut-dtre, le Parlement dev examiner & leur tour les 
Articles qui servent de bases & conclu le 25 Juin dernier entre Je Gouvernement 
Beylical et Jes concessionnaires des phosphates Tunisiens. 

‘On sait en quoi consiste l'économie principale de I'Acte doot nous parlons et qui 
vient dtre passé entre M. Pavillier, Directeur-Général des Travaux Publics, ot M, Maurice 
de Robert. 

3 avons souvent entretenu nos lecteurs des efforts fits par le Gouvernement 
pour tirer le meilleur parti possible des gisements de Gafsa ; intention bien arrétée dans 
fon esprit, et que nous ne saurions blAmer, de subordonner lautorisation d'exploiter & 
Yobligation de construire une voie ferrée de 250 kilom, reliant les gisements au port de 
Sfax, avait, plusieurs fois dga, amené avortement des négocint 

‘Celles-ci vieunent enfin d'aboutir, mais d'une fagon absolument inattendue; non 
content, en effet, dabandonner, par VArticle 6, aux concessionnaires Mexploitation des 
phosphates qui se rencontrent sur les terrains domaniaux situés au sud-oucst de Gaist, 

‘érimitre comprenant lee Djebels Zitoun, Zimra, Alima, Seldja, Motlaoui, et 

Ge leur céder, ih titre gratuit, en toute propriété, 30,000 hectares de terrains 

aux cultivables, sitaés dans le contrile de Slax, générosite fort compréhensible 
A notre sens, le Directeur-Général des Travaux Publics  introduit dans, la Conventic 

e No. 13, un Article qui renverse toutes les idées de justice et d'équité admises 
Jusqo'id. 

‘On partagera certainement notre appréciation quand on saura quaux terines do eet 

en co qui concerne Jes gisements connus ov A découvrir dans les terrains 

x situés en dehors du pérmdtre de protection cidessus défini (de la région de 
Gafea), lo Gouvernement Tunisien sengage  n’en accorder Ia Concession qu'apreés 
appelé en concurrence avec les demandeurs les titulaires de la présente Concession.” 

En Frangais, cela veut dire que d'un trait de plume sont biffés, supprimés, excamotés, 

les droits de nos compatriotes habitant la Tunisie qui se sont occupés de recherches de 

cela veut dire que ces chercheurs intelligents, que ces travailleurs. infatigables 

sont lésés au profit de financiers qui wont jamais mis les pieds en Tunisie, mais qui, 

Aésormais, en vertu de cet Article 13, n'auront qu’a se présenter, d Vheuro préciee 

fob ceux qui ont peing pour découvrir des gisements en solliciteront exploitation, 

Pour, moyennant une surenchére insignifiante, les déposséder du fruit de lour labeur; n'y 

S-t-il pas Th, comme en Algérie, de quoi soulever Vopinion publique et attirer Vattention 
da Parleweat ? 

Tinrentre, cortes, pas dans notre esprit In pensée d’Gtablir entre Taffaire de Tebessa 
et celle do Gafea le moindre rapprochement, quant, aux personnes du moins; nous 
voudrions méme que la dissemblance s'étendit, jusqu’aux conséquences qu’elles auront 
Tane et Vautre, mais la vérité nous oblige & dire qu'il y a eu faute lourde en Tunisie 
‘aussi bien qu’en Algérie, et que, si Administration de la Colonie voisine a péché grave~ 
‘ment, sit en manguant de prévoyance, soit en fermant les yeux sur les tripotages qui se 
faisaient sous son couvert, I’ Administration Tun ’, de son ebté, compromis, peut-ttre 
A jamais, les intéréts de notre agricultare et commis en outre un déni de justice flagrant. 
qui engage gravement sa responsabilité. . 

Pour bien comprendre ce qui va suivre, infest pas ine de jeter un coup dai sur 
Tétat de ia question: phosphatiére en Algérie et en Tunisie, ily a seulement deux mois; 
il serait, en effet, injuste que les quelques hommes ‘Tunisie, viennent de consacrer 
A la recherche et A la découverte de gisements impor ‘ 7 
années, au cours desquels ils ont exposé leur santé en se livrant A an travail opis 
penile, faseat obliges Ue supporter peu que ce Tht, lo poids du discrét 9 
peser, avec raison, depuis Vinterpeliation Pauliat, sur quelques phosphatiers Algéris 

‘Chez nos voisins, 1a question a suivi trois phases bien distinctes: In période de 
recherches, puis lobtention des Concessions, obtention entachde de fraude, enfin, Valiénation 
entie des roains étrangtres du privilége obtenu. 

La période des recherches s'ouvre en 1890; Fexistence de gisements, soupgonnée et 

ée en passant par un ingénieur qui donna, ce jour-tt, la preave d'une remarquable 

few N 
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No, 50. 


Consu!-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury —(Received August 19.) 


Tunis, August 5, 1895. 
nis rust be denounced, oF 


Perhay 
all the rights of absolute sovereignty, just as if Tunis were an integral part of Franco, 
it is suggested that au besoin tho Bey’ of Tunis should himself denounce the Treaty, 
and thereby press the French yokestill closer round his neck and that of his eountry— 
thus ilustaing the character of tho so-alled protection of this country: 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD, 


Inclosure in No. 50. 
Estract from the “ Dépéche Tunisienne of August 14, 1895. 


Lx Tratré Isavo~Tuststxx.—Malgré les sacrifices 
malgré les immenses services rendus au pays par notre Administration, nous ne sommes 
pas libres en Tunisie. 

1 yain l'Europe nous ast-elle autorisés & disposer du sort de la Régence, en vai 
favons-nous enrichi In population n Ini assurant Tes avantages d'une 
‘Administration régulitre, Une antorité étrangtre fonctionne encore dans In Régence, 

No a ens des jons qui forment un Rtat dans 


wu’ leur er 
Bey on det 
Nous protégeons Ia Ta 
nous aeconions i ses produits un traitement di 
n'avons pas ie droit de feire pénétrer nos. marchandises en ‘Tw 
droits ’importation égaux A ceux que paiont les étrangers, 
Quo és Italiens résident, commercent, possident isie, y exercent tous les 
droits civils compatibles avec lour qualité d'étrangers, nous autrion geiico 
nous en fiicher. Ce sont des droits naturels, dont l'exercice leur est aussi bien acquis 
qu’en France. 
Iis peavent en jouir dans co protongement de l'Algério Franeaise, 
Malo que les citoyens Ttallens joulsent du droit de pécke, dans les eaux 
‘Tunisiennes, méme en principe; qu’ils exercent lo commerce de cabotage et descale, 
jai nous est refasé sur lour littoral leurs propristés foncitres acquittent moins 
impots que celles des Tunis Frangais; quo leurs importations jouissent 
du traitement de la nation la plus favorisce—refusé & ros produits en Italie—voild ce 
qui est inadmissible. 

Ces divers privildges ont donné aux 25,000 tations campés dans la Régence une 
cohésion et une influence que la France aurait pu supporter, & V'époque ot Ia Triple 
Alliance était inconnue. Au point de vue Gconomique, les ‘avantages exceptionne!s 
cconférés & importation Tunisienne sur les marchés Francais 1égitiment nos aspirations 
& un traitement réciproque. L’Union Douanidre de Ia France et de la Tanisio, A moitié 
réalisée aax dépens de nos finances et de nos preducteurs, doit étre complété au deli 
de la Métiterranée. 


blique, 
Quiimporte! nous 
jo, sins aequitter des 








perpétuel. XXV limite si durée & 
de Méshange dee retilcations, qui est sirement autéeiotr ar 


au plus tard, 1a France et Ia Tunisio seront donc délivrées 


‘Une revision était possible avant Vexpiration do chaque septi¢me année, c'est-d- 
dire en 1875, en 1882, et en 1889. Que nous n’ayons pas usage de cette faculté 
en 1880, cela eat explicable, quolque eo fut peut-treuno faute, En 1880, la vigilance 
gouvernementale est certainement restée en défaut. 

Mais co qui sernit inadmissible ce sernit que le Gouvernement actuel, que 
M. Ribot, Présldent du Conseil, que M. Hanotaux, Ministre des Affaires eosin, 
Inissassont passer, sans it In ‘Tite do dénonciation du Tinté do 1868, cent dig 

ils renongassent & Valfranchissement de la Tunisie do toute ingérenco politique, 

Seven gum sdelltatry dan es affaires de a quatritme province de notre Afrique 

a résont ‘Traité restera en vigueur pendant vingt-huit ans, 

& partir do Véchango dex rtiications, Mais si, douse mots avant co torts il west 

Pas dénoneé par une des Parties Contractantes, il est considéré comme renouvelé pour 
une période semblable.” 

Ainsi, silo Résident.Général de France, Ministre des Affaires Btrangéres de la 
Régence de Tunis, si lo Bey lui-mémoau besoin . . . . et pout-btro est-ce lo seul moyen 
cefficace, no dénonce pas dans un délai do si es environ le Traité du 20 Djoumadi- 
etsAoual, 1286, ITtalfo restera pendant vingt-hnit ans Puissance autonome A quelques 
houres clo la Bicile. Elle aura 25,000, 60,000, peut-ttro 100,000 nationaux sornés 
autour dle lour Consul-Général, organisés en Sociétés de Secours Mutuels, de Gymnas. 
fique, ou d'Instruction Militaire,* avee un chemin de fer pour point d’appui ou pour 

1 do rotmnit sur Te littoral, les batiments des gares pour easernes, les éqvipages do 

+heurs e6ticrs pour renforts. 

2% dénonciation du ‘Traité Ttalo-Tunisien est une mesure indispensable. La 
politique Vexige les intéréts du commerce Frangais et de la colonisation nationale 
indissolubloment liés & V'assimilation douanidre de fa France et de la Tunisie la rendent 
tout aussi nécessaire, 

M. Hanotaux, qui a déja fait prenve de décision et dhabileté, no commettra pas 
une fauto impardonnable, I! ne suivra pas les conseils de prudence ou plutst 
imprudence qui doivent déji lui étre prodigués, il ne se laissera pas abuser par les 
combinaisons illusoires & Yaide dosquelles les intéressés cherchent sans doute & Ie 
cireonvenir ou A endormir sa vigilance. 

Du reste, Jo Gouvernement de In Régenco peut scconler A I'Italie, par une 
Convention nouvelle, absolument distineto de l'ancienne, tous les droits Ieitimes 
acconlés en Franco aux étrangers en général. Les Italiens doivent jouir, méme en 
‘Tunisie, des avantages du droit commun, Mais il sorsit plus quimaprudent de leur 
conoéder aucun avantage particulier, ftt-ce méme Je traitement commercial de la 
nation In plus favorisée, 

‘Nous reproduisons cidessous Ie texte ou une analyse de tous le Articles du Traité 
Italo-Tunisien de 1868, Tis sont si peu connus en Pranco qu'une reproduction nous a 
aru indispensable.t 

“Articlo I*. Tous les droits, privildges, ot immunités, qui ont 66 conférés aux 
Représentants, aux citoyens, ct aux navires Italiens en vertu des usages ot des Traités 
existants entre le Royaume de Tunis et les Btats qui composent aujourd'hui le 
Royaume d’Ttalie, sont confirmés et appliqués i toute Iltali, & Pexeeption des clauses 
qui ne s'accorderaient pos avec aucun des Articles de Ia présente Convention. Il est 
‘en outro expressément entendu que tous les droits, priviléges, et immunités que Te 
Royaumo dle Tunis accorde & présent et pourrait & Vavenir accorder, A quelque titre 
Jue ce soit, aux citoyens, aux navires, et au commerco de n'importe quolle autre 
Butasance angie sont conser comme accondés, ipro focto, aux Représentants, 
anx citoyens, aux navires, au commerce, et & In navigation du Royaume d'Ttalie. 

sai Artile XVI Lee siayens de chocune dev Pasties Caatrctanes pocrrontlitrwmeat Gable dans lo 
Brats de Teate poi en Siete Commercials, Industaien, et de Banque, doe Anweciations meters Pate 


ties Traités de M. de Clercq, Notre Prsidet dela Chambre de 
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"Article plate et enti ae 
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PArticle IIT. L'Asticle IV est dénué dintérét, 
vert ie Articles V, VL, VEL, ot VIIT ne sont relate qu’a Texercice des droit 
natuels do wiidence ct ecommerce dane tous ls paye <i ida Mai curtain 
Article L dans une inadmissi tation 
Feragear net te UAbans To Gouvernement Beylieal sengage Ano pas ugmente vss-vs 
Ge ITtalie les droits de Douane actucls pour importation et les droits maritimes, Sa 
berté de tarfication ext ainsi annulée au profit de I'Italie. “En mémo temps, it lui 
tat intrdit 'accorder aux provenances Frangaiss un traitement plus arantageny, Wi 
"était fable simultanément aux marchandises Italiennes, Tl s'est également 
non Fe EPs Teablieonent de monopoles on de prokbiions importation 
‘ io Tes armes, les mounaies, Ie tabac, et les obréales, 
ae ee rims Saxe 
tion doivent Gtre établis tous les sept ans par des Commissaires nommés par les doux 
Patti Clue determination a pour but de fixer le montant réel des droits de douane 
ai cont pores (erat voit Liou au cours des années 1875, 1883, 1880, 1806, 
cent pendent cages epttn Eeeconvervast cur hata selon Js 
“ Diapres I'Article citoyens Italiens conservent leur nat J 
lois det Canter ty sidérés vornme tels, méme wils doviennent fonctionnaires 


rsccond parngraphe de Article XIV a uno portée politique indéniable, 11 est 


‘iss Ruoun changement aura lea en co qui concarne Ia protect 
Consui-Général dali & Tunis sur tes propres nationsux,sut 
i jouirsient coux-ci, par les Traités, Lois, ot coutuimes, 
2 Pe atre “veria de cette clouso quo Tes Tialiens, so déclarant protgés pas es 
coutumen, at tevé Ta pétnton feever en Tunhn den Cablioements sling 
Sationaur doat fs exigent Ventidre autonome, Ms ont ens dew gooles purement 
Ttalfonnes quis prétendent soustraire h Tinspection des autorités Frangaises 0 
‘Tani uot [tale evendique le muiatien des Capitulation régime adiieible& 
Tépoque od In Régence était indépendante, le pour elle et pour In France, 
Panes o protecisice, depuis que T-Administration Tunisienne fonctionne avee autan 
‘on quune Administration BnropSenne. : 
de Perfection ek etoyene aliens lo droit dGtablir des manufactures, 
tient ausel des dispositions privilégiges. Un parageaphe, le second de cet Asics, 
* Get mimo dénué do sens; in cas, le Gouvernement de 1s Régence 
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Ttaliennes. 
TArticle XVII conoéde aux It 
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‘successions dimmeubles, autre attsinte & Yexercice des droits de souveraineté Franco- 
En un mot, divers Articles de co Traité conférent & I'Ttalie et aux Italiens des 


privildges commercinux, politiques, judiciaires, maritimes, et inconcilia 
veo lt legislation Frangaise ot avee toute legislation cvilge, "= = 
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(No, 61, Consdenis 
y Lord, Tunis, August 10, 1895. 
«gl HAVE the honour to acknowledge the reecipt of your Lordaig's despatel Ne, 
Confidential, of the 30th ultimo, inclosiog a plan on which your Lordship informs me taat 
the Lords Commissioners of the Adiiraity desire that the rock io the Bizerta Chaanel 
should be marked, and stating that,they would be glad to learn the depth of water now 
wer the rock, and to receive any further information which may enable them to. briny 
Se ata ny formation which may enable them to bring 
will do my best to carry out their Lordships’ wishes, bat I fear thut, in view of 
the extreme jealousy of the Trench authorities with relerenes ta papi ranted _ 
Plants, so cepecily of the absence at this moment on sick leave of the Honourable 
‘erence Bourke, Her Majesty's Consular Agent, it may be exceedingly dificult to 
the information they require, pag eaded crcl wes pias 
‘The roek in question is, however, I hear, being rapidly removed, 40 that, should 
full inthis endeavour, it will not be of Permanent importa Pe ors 
Thave, &e 
(Signed) "” W. HL, D. HAGGARD, 





Mr. Edwardes to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received August 19.) 

No: 140, 

My Lord, Rome, August 14, 1896, 

_ THE question of the ion by Tunis of the Italo-Tunisian” Treaty of 1608 
is occupying the sorious attention of the Italian Government. In accordance with 
Article XV, this ‘Treaty must be denounced by one of the Contracting Parties twel 
months beforo its expiration, the dato of which is the 20th September, 1806, 

In the course of conversation T had to-day with M. Maissa he told mo that the 
Italian Government had no doubt but that they would receive, within the preseribed 
time, notice of the denunciation, and that communications on’the subject lad passed 
Yetwoon the Foreign Oficn and the Italian Embassy in London 

From M. Maissa’s remarks I gathered that fears were entertained that the lapse” 
of this Treaty would place Italian trade with Tunis at great disadvantage to that er 
France, bat it is evident that, as yet, no course of policy has been decided on by th 

‘lian went in the event of the notification of the denunes ing mode 
Lalian Government in the event of the notifention of the denuneiation being made 

I have the honour to inclose herein a paragraph which has a in 
“Italie” on this subject, ax well as a copy and. translation of an arte taken Teece 
the * Tribuns.” which comments on the remarks which have appeared in some French 


(Signed) . G. EDWARDES. 


a 
Inclosure 1 in No. 52. 
Estract from “ L’Tlalie” of August 14, 1895. 


Lx Tuamé Inaio-Toxtnex.—Nous avons déjt dit que notre Gouvernement 
sabstiondra de toute démarche officielle & propos du ‘Traité Ttalo-Tunisien, tant que ce 
‘Traité n'est pas offciellement dénoneé. Dans tous les eas, si des négociations doivent 
avoir lieu, ce qui n'est que trop probable, elles ne peuvent commencer qu’aprés In 
dénonciation. 2 

‘Pour le moment, ce qu'il y a de mieux A faire, c'est d'attondre In fin du mois de 
Septembre et Ia décision du Cabinet Francais. < 

“Avouons qu'ane entente n'est pas facfle, mais il nous revient de bonne source que, 
mite i Paris, on désire trouver uno base possible pour s'entendre. 

Cotte affairo du ‘Traité Ttalo-Tunisien pourrait bien fournir occasion pour 
résoudre nombre de questions du méme genre ouvertes depuis long-temps entre los 
deux nations, ct dont la solution intéresso au méme degr’ autant la France que 


Inclosure 2 in No, 52. 


Extract from the  Tribuna” of August 138, 189%, 
(Transiation.) 
‘TELEGRAM from Paris, 12th August :— 
nce to denounce the Italo-Tunisian Commercial 
‘Treaty before it is yy-eight years. 
“The economic development of ‘Tunis and the futurv of the Protectorate demand 
it because that Treaty pat ction of France politically and financially, 
“The “Matin” ites the privileges enjoyed by Italy undor tho ‘Treaty of 
1868, while Franee, which has spent so many millions, and still yearly spends 
Lions, remains a foreign Power in Tunis. 
‘The * Matin’ concludes by saying: ‘Break the Commercial ‘Treaty between 
Italy and Tunis, and the latter will enter into exclusive commercial relations with 
Prance which will indemnify her for her sserifices in that country." " 


Before the “Matin” spoke, M. Paul Leroy-Beauliow had written in the same 
sense in the “ Beonomiste Frangais.” He had pointed out that the Italian Treaty was 
the chief obstacle to a close Customs Union between France and Tunis, and hampered 
French action in that country 

Both from a political and from an economic point of view ho argued the Treaty 
should be denounced. . 

He declares that the equal treatment of French and Italian goods in: the Regency 
was intolerable, and that it was necessary to put-a stop to this equality of treatment, 
as Tunis had become a real dependency of France, free of servitudes, and it was also 
essential that France should strengthen her position on the Mediterranean, as well as 
in Central Africa, 

‘Those who read this will remark that, according to interested writers, Tunis is not 
yet a real dependency of France. She is still under servitudes. 1f, by the simplo 
Menouncing of a Commercial Treaty, her condition can be changed, is that not an 
alteration of the statue quo in the Mediterrancan which all have agreed to respect ? 

‘This point is sufficiently interesting to merit examination and study. But wo do 
not want the matter discussed in Paris, where they are inclined to g9 to far-fetched 

nents when they can do us harm, and whero ‘Treaties which impose limitations 
upon the French are declared to be of no importance. 

We want the matter discussed in Rome, London, Berlin, Vienna, where the 
relaxation of these limitations and the repudiation of engagements may be considered 
a bad precedent, for there is the proverb,  Hodic mihi, cras tibi.” 

hey talk Of the impossibility of tolerating an equality of treatment for Italian 
and French goods. But why is this question limited to Italian goods? Putting aside 
England, who enjoys a Treaty, why do they not also talk of German, Austrian, Dutch, 
Spanish, Portuguese goods 

‘The products of these countries are placod on an equality with those of France, 
and be it observed by those opposed to us, or more particularly by those who wish to 
‘study the question, that Germany, Austria-Hungary, Holland, Spain, and Portugal 








‘have no stipulations of any kind which have been denounced, or which will be 
denounced. 


‘The French seem to forget the existence of what are known as the Capitulations, 
stipulations agreed to in the distant past to regulate the position of Europeans in the 
Levant, and which, so far as they relate to the Regency, wore solemnly reconsecrated 
by the fandamental Pact of 1857. 

Italy enjoys the ndvantages granted by the Copitulations, whick were confirmed 
by the fundamental Pact of 1857. Other nations hare not yet had cecasion to raise 
this question, but Italy has, and she has specially drawn the attention of Prance to her 
Fights and ‘international ‘position in ‘Tunis. Yet sce what the “Matin” and 

 Beauliow are saying. 

‘When, in 1884, we consented, to please our neighbours, who now treat us with so 
much harshness, to suspend, not the Capitulations, but simply Consular juriliction 
which existed under them, we insisted that, in the Protocol which dealt with the 
matter, apart from various other reserves (many of which have been violated), the 
following two should ho clearly affirmed :-— 

1, That tho “suspension” should be merely temporary, as it was granted merely 
ea teat ta his, Ttal m h the other privil 

2. That, in granting this, Italy formally reserved to herself all the other priv 
‘and concessions which she enjoyed under the Capitulations. Sains 

Now anything may happen in this world, the most solemn international obli 
tions, Treaties and Conventions may be torn up and thrown into one's face. 
what cannot bappen is that those who receive the in} 

Possess somothing which they can hurl in the faces of 

What would they say in if Italy were to declare the “experiment " over 

‘and not satisfactory, and denouaced in consequence the Protocol of 1884, relative to 
and demanded a return to the status quo ante, as sho has a 


‘This demand may lead the French to hesitate, and, under the circumstances, the 
demand cannot be considered unreasonable, In it we will find a defence for our most 
sacred rights, and it would be a good thing if our statesmen were to lot the poss 
of this domand being made be heard there, from whence a disturbance of our stcred 
rights on the shores of the Mediterranean may come. 





No, 53, 
Mr, Howard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Receiced August 19.) 


$9,288) 
ly Lord, Paris, August 15, 1895. 
WITH reference t 6 of the i4th instant, I have the honour 
to acquaint iced in all the newspapers that M. Hanotaux 
yesterday informed the Council of Ministers that a note denouncing the Ttalian "Treaty 
‘with Tunis of 1868 had been delivered by the French Chargé d’Affaires at Rome to the 
Acting Minister for Foreign Afiuirs in that capital. 


L have, &e. 
(Signed) HENKY HOWARD. 





No. 54. 


Mr. Bdwardes to the Marquess of Salisbury.—( Received August 20.) 


(No, 142.) 
‘My Lord, Rome, August 20, 1895. 
ogy, WITH reference to my despatch No. 140 of the 14th instant, I have the honour to 
inigrm your Lordship that Signor Maissa, Chief Director of the Tilian Foreign Offic, 
told me yesterday that the Italian Government had now received from the French 
‘Embassy bere tho formal notification that the Government of the Bey of Tunis had the 
intention of denouncing the atalo-Tunisian Treaty on the 20th September next, the date 
by which the denunciation must be made if the Treaty is not to be renewed. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) G. EDWARDES. 
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No. 55. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 24.) 


Tonia, Augut 18, 189 

the honour to inform your Loniship that I have just received word from 

the Taian Agent and Consul-Geuera that late lat evening he teceivad a note fms the 
French Délégué denouncing, on behalf of the Beylical Government, the Ttalo-Tunisian 


— I have, &e. 


(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 





No. 56. 
‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Bdwardes, 


Sh aes re Foreign Offs Augut 2, 1895, 


- i he Preach 
HE Italian Awbassador informed me on the 17th instant that the F 
Charge WAdaines at Tome had, on behall of the Bay of Tunis, denouncod the Treaty 
of Commerce between Taly and Tunis, His Excdllency asked for an assurance that 
Her Majesty's Government would not give. up the Briah Treaty with Tunis, an 
cularly that Great Britain would maintain the most-favoured-nation clause. 
ee rae has boen faformed, reply, that Her Majesty's Government 
would bo unable to refuse to discuss proposals for the revision of the British ‘Treaty, as 


js was expressly provided for in Article XL. 4 
Oe Tee a jaye Government would “bo ready, to communicate to the Italian 
Government any proposals that may be made, and to inform them of any changos 
which Great Britain might be disposed to make in the Treaty, ie “§ 

His Bxcelloney was also informed that T had no present intention of altering the 
most-fvoured-nation clause, and thought it most improbable that any British Go 
‘ment would do so. 


Tam, &o. 
(Signed) "SALISBURY. 





No. 57. 


Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Saliabury.—(Received September 4.) 


ge a, Sener) ‘Tunis, August 11, 1895, 
I 


.e course of a conversation which I held last night with the Italian Agent 
and Consul-Gooera, he told me that it. was generally considered that. the port ot 
Bizerta was likely 10 prove a complete failure, both commercially and from # naval 

int of view, specially in consequence of the danger of the current, and that, ease. 
Trently, the very large sums already spent there may be considered as practically 

nhs Sigua i i have thought 
ignor hinveli has very exceptional means of information, I r 
it advieabl to epeat to your Laniship ths confirmation ofthe views which I have had 

e honour of ing in former despat a 
ers ete tes ho gn mm nt on ho th 
have been to a great extent wasted. He alded that lately the Frouch authorities bi 

salted an eminent Italian engincer, who lad told him that to be of any uso they 
ust spend at least 20,000,000 more, and that that would be only the first 
— Lhave, &6. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 





© Qy fraser 








oy 


No. 58, 


Consul-General Haggerd to the Marquess of Selisbury.—(Received September 4.) 
(No. 68. Confidential.) 
‘My Lord, Tunis, August V1, 1895. 

DURING the conversation to which I have had the honour of alluding in my 
immediately preceding despatch, the Italian Agent and Consul-General informed me 
that he had heard that the question of the denunciation of their Treaty was being 
actively discussed with the view of certain modifications being proposed. He said that 
these discussions were kept very secret, but that he had himself little doubt that the 
‘Treaty would be denounced. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. HL. D, HAGGARD. 





nvuleGeneral Haggard to the Marquess of Salishury—(Received September 4.) 
(No. 05. Confidential.) 


My Tord, ‘Tunis, August 12, 1805. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that I have heard that some 
French ships of war have lately paid a visit to the Gulf of Bon Gram, the bay in the 
south of Tunis, the entrance to which is so admirably protected by the Island of 
Djerba. They are reported to have occupied themselves in taking soundings, & 

M, Riffault, the Fronch Chargé d’Affaires, also took a trip there lat 
* Hirondelle,” the dispatch-boat attached to the Residency. 

‘These visits may perhaps aceount for, or at least give colour to, the prevalent idea 
that the French idea of making a naval po in the extreme south of the 

‘izerta being in the extreme north—may be taking shape, and, should the 
Intter prove the failure which now seems possible, they may perhaps be even more 


anxious to have a port with the great natural advantage that Hon Grara would scem 
to offer. 


Tt is suggested that its 
a factor w wy influence 
‘chew 
af 
enormous expense of harbour we 
the natural port is nothing but an exposed roadstead. 
Mr. Drummond-Hay' reported on this ma No. 41 of the 
, 1801; and in his No. 35 of tho 6 referred to. the 
expropriation by tho "Tunis for the maritime 
establishment of the port. 


(Signed) 





No. 60. 
Convul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received September 28.) 
No. 07, 
My Lord, Tunis, September 3, 1805. 
_L HAVE the houour to inclose an article published in the * Dépéche Tunisienne,” 
which is interesting, from a strategical point of view, specially when calling attentien 
to the fact of the change in the railway guage, which is at present made at Hamman. 
el-Lif, about 10 miles from ‘Tunis, but which is intended to bo effected at ‘Tunis itself, 


being likely to cause difficulties in the possible event of the necessity of movi 
troops rapiily to the south of the Reweney from the north or frome Algeria. ~ 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 


Inclosure in No. 60. 


Extract fiom the “ Dépéche Tunisienne” of August 31, 1895. 


‘Tos1s-Mewzv1-Bou-Zenrs.—Tosis-HAawamet-NaBevt 


iv 
‘Le Nowoea Réseau au Point de Vue stratégique, 


POUR. qui consulte une carte et surtout parcourt le pays, Yadoption de Ia voie 
d'un métro A partir de Tunis pour prolonger le réseau qui prem alssance i Alger 
{qui doit servi le cas 6chGant, au XIX" Corps Armée Yonant renforcer Ia Division do 
‘Rinise semble difictle  admettre; ext question a da reste fat obj de nombrenses 
diseussions & la Conférence Consultative, notamment 2 ta seasion oxtracrdinaire de 
Guillet 1892, of plusieurs membres ont soutenu, non sins logique, qui fallait continuer 
io méme éeartement de voie jusqu’s Hammamet. 


La Prengu'tle du Cap Bon. 


a uel que soit Je plan de défense de la Tunisie, plan que naturellement 
‘oonoea tine Ghose sutelaux Jeux, eet que Ia partie fabled yatm et ta 
Preagfle duCap Don, dant aio do Keli ees abordabe, oth quetguce tour 
Mie tie de Pastllar, lagu ellen, trois ou quate heures 0 i 


o presquitle soit une sorte de bras tendu, A travers la mer, vers 
ie, pour l'inviter A de ire une nee cbtee cone 10° At} Regulus, en 250, 
s fertile, couvert de massifs monta Jement bons pour In défense et, pour 
ake vic cap Bon tentcra certainement, & titre de base d'opération, I'Btat-Major 
Tlalien, qui voudra probablement y envoyer quelques divisions de Ia Silo et du sud 
de''Ttalie que Ia longueur du transport ne lui permet 0 diriger vers Ic 
ct les Alpes en temps ui : ete SERS 
West dans ['espoir do pouvoir faire féte un jour A ses compatriotes que vi 
patna re poe eee 
ans Io pays, seront pour ies Italiennes Wexcellents| guide 
Jonge A tans a preaqutl, con colonnes seront bien diflelles Bdéloger. C'est 
viet aiméAavoir sous la main, dds Ia prime nouvelle de lour débarquement, 
Moe quantité raisonnable dew ait réwat cotralpous en ter, sans 
transbordement, tout le content i a région menacse, Pour Ia mémo 
maison, Ie Golfe d’Hammamet étant particulidrement propre & un débarquement, il e0t 
{6 désirable que nos troupes, venant, non seulement do Tunis mais encore d’Algérie, 
ppussent s'y porter rapidement et, avec elles, lo matériel nécessaire, 


Bn cas de Guerre avec I'lt 


ellement nous surions I TTtalie—ce qu’ Diew ne plaise—que 
ct eerions dans 1a néoessité de faire tous les transbordements i Hamman. 
ILTie, ob les hangars, les quais et autres installations font défaut. Supposons la 
‘taneformation de la gare de wn n gros morceau 4 exéeuter—I'Btat- 
Major Frangas sera toujours acculé & estte néoosité de horncr ses envais de troupes 
due quelques wagons atiribués & la voie étroite. Nous ne parlons pas de Ia capaci 
Ge cot wagons, car ils aurot, conformément lx Circulaire du Ministre de la Guerre 
du 10 Novembre, 168%, une larzcur qui dgaser, 2 mitrs et sero par coséquent 
iis jes transports stratégiques mais Te nombre, nous avons. yu, en 
utilises, HOU a sara dane oblige pevbablement de ddbarquer to gros de nos fores 
Tunis et de les envoyer par étapes au point de contact, d’oh une perte de temps 
susidérable, qui se traduira aussi par une perte d’hommes, Veffort quo Yon sora 
gé de faire pour déloger l'ennemi devant dtre plus pénible, 








Voie Large et Voie Btroite, la Carte i Payer. 


11 semble que le Gouvernement Frangais, qui en qualité de protecteur, 9 assumé 
‘Tunisie, naurait pas 


os finances ne nous permettait pas co luxe, il eit peut-ttre été A 
soubaiter que la Métropole, qui a dans Ia Tunisie un des plus beaux fleurons de son 
Zrppire Colonial, payht, sous forme de quote-part, In difléreace do. prix qui existe 
Guts Tapplication de la voio large et celle de la voie étroite sur Hammamet et le 

Bon. 


Cotte différence n’ large lo kilomatre 
devait cotter environ fi 50,000 fr. 
tuellement construit ou pris de V'étre, 
800+ 18 kilom. 500 pour Vembranchement de 
on nrrondissant les chiffres, cette partie do notre réseau 
’ voio largé il nous edt codté dans les. 4,500,000 fr., 
Vavenir démontrera si ls France n'aurait pas micux 
fait de nous faire ect apport. 

Ta question, par exemple, se complique d'une singuliéro fgon sion raisonne sur 
les traogs actuals adoptés—on sait avec quelle peine !—Faire la vole large de Tunis & 
Nabeul, cleht été parfait, mais devait-on la continuer jusquvh Sousse par YEniida ow 
{aire commencer Ia volo étroite 4 Bir-Bou-Rokba, ces-i-dire au point oi la ligne de 
Sousso se soude i celle de Tuni 

Diun e6té se dresso la qu do Tautre, Vobligation de traasborder 
Sgalement les transports steatégiques all Sousse 

{out bien cousidérs, étant donné quill nursit fallu changer des trmeés depuis 
longtemps débattus ou continuer le sacrifice pendant les 90 kilom. qui 
Bir-Bou-Rokba de In capitale du Sahel, on a renones au béntfics de ta 2 
ininterromapue, et Vautorité militaire s'est réignce on trouvant dans Tunis 4 le 
terminus du réseau A 1-44 m. ot In téte de ligno de celui & 2 métre, eo qui simpif 
graphiques, 


La Surveillance de la Voie. 


11 nous reste i parler des craintes quo nous avons vu exprimer devant nous 
touchant la sécurité de Ia voie qui longe Ia mer a peu de distance, 
‘péclal on convienden que eg 


possible, avec la portée des 
is nous dout 


le In batterie de Rhad 
eraignons pas davantag 

opéré de nuit par une équipe de destruc gits « 
pourraient faire A Ia voie les nomb Cap Bon 
‘et quo rendrait cortainement tris ent descente de leurs nationaux 
4 Kelibia, 

Un fait récent qui s'est passé A Tunis méme, indique qu’ils ne sont pas mbar. 
Tassés pour so procurer des tonnelets de poudre de mine, “Sans doute Vebecnce do 
Ie vax ¢'art do Tunis & Menzel permettra de réparce rapidement lo dommage fait h 
‘a vole et qui ne pourra jamais étro irréparable, nos troupes da génie soot dune 
dextérité remarquable Ace genro de sport, mais ta perte de temps pour n'etre pas 
‘grande, peut porter aux opérations un préjuldice grave. 

pans toute la France et principalement dans certaines régions, tells que la Savoie, 
dente Savoie, le Var, les Bouches.du-Rhine, &c,, obi la colonto étrangtre eat, tees 
dense, on  dressé le. dernier ban de la territorialo h surveiller les volte fortes at ee 
Fanite,* Mabel d'un coup de main, cette organisation nous manguo, et pour eae, ea 

nisic. 

Pour remédier \ tout cela nous vouidrions voir quelques ouvrages établis & Keli 


aT 
ts i codttent des 
Beet Seated ns sutuamae pur cupstie scoop te abso toro 
pays et sce habitants en respect; enfin nous. pensons qu’on doit se bhter de pousser 
jusqu’a Kelibia, 


Les Frangais ow Cap Bon en 702. 


i au Cap 
S wuvions quitter, on le comprendra, gette intéressante région du Cs 
Zaos dian mot quelque ddat que fat h Pheure actuelle surtout, le sujet 
BaHA eo massac gal oes’ paralonent Asolument nécowaires & sx dense cette 
partic do, 2 doit nous tenir d'autant plus A eur, que d’s 1702, ees 
edna es hye unis avec Cour de’ Branco nous Vapprend lle 
corresp ndanee sys do Tunis 
ETE on womens Sa 10 A perpétuité du Bey et du 
nde antes psn do Galipie Kel) comme Behele ranch, ave per 
nd i Eat efi psa mime sss 
limites de s concession étaient tout le Cap Bon jusqu’s Slax, =e 
Hare que lo nom Frangads dos letces do nobles dj vdnérobles dangle pays 
Gn 'rerait pour autre contrées encore de Regence, do quel cbt rt Tancienneté 
fon vermuit, pour d'autres contrées encore a 


des droits. 





No. 61. 


Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Selisbury.—(Received September 28.) 


Grae, nit, September 9, 1895. 


MY TA tn article published inthe *Dépche ‘organ of the Residency, 


d to the fact that as rsa troops: 
he Tonquin or the Madagascar expedit 
nigninst this decision, the Dépéche” uses as an_argam 
Sagres : vialents nt that wee had not hesitated to omy 
Egypt troops from India: “dont le Protectorat a servi de moddle au régime polit 
see pEbecha however, gece on to console itself with the rection that, ax 
a talions of the 4th Tira urs and two squadrons of the 4th Spahis, ENicerd 
ae ‘be employed this year in the manquvres shortly to take place bperit, 
Me eeeeoward tie rcaaca why they should nof take part also in colonia 


que 


questi 
Frenc! 

as 

of the Reside 
riot on his a 
which T accomp 


Out ofthe place where he made the announcement, | 


(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD, 





No, 62. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received September 28.) 


SP ise nin Septem 1, 805 
YO ay h No. the 11th July [had the honour of inclosing a copy of 
Le peng pg or oop ek 
Semoving M. Camus, the official who had been guilty some years back of the torte 
Of two British subjects, from the post of Secretary to the Commissary of Pali ers 
to which be had teceatly been appointed; and I have now the honour of snting 
(a4) 
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your Lordship that the Residency have informed i 
your Lordship thatthe Tesi ‘me that this removal has lately been. 
freted by M. Camas appointment to a clerkship in the Financial Department at 
__ Thave, &. 
(Signed) W.-H. D. HAGGARD. 





No. 03, 
Consul-General Hagyard to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received September S.) 


GRoy70,, Content) 
“TTIW iny despatch No. 3, Confdentisl of the ih Febroice? ted as 
of slating that Thad Yeen informed that in the event of lor Somalaon te 
Hele ove the Talo-Tunisian ‘veaty, Taly might fall back upos the 
Gopitulationg and, in 's convertion which Tei wth his yesterday the Italian 
{gent and Consul-General told me that this course would probably: be adopted. 

 Macel , moreover, by a ye Treaty lately ‘ 
vas spcilly lad down thai contiraedthone nleady te, tee’ tae 
eon concluded botween Tun es a 

inherited bythe 

: the whole of Tta 
‘These ‘Treaties were, he said, in perpet 
that as matter of fact, with the exe details, the der 
Treaty w Italy in the on with reference to Tans us 

horto occupied. 
M. Macohiavellt 
Government of 
which wax conveyed to 
fidential, of the 2ith 
which was inclosed in y 
270h August. u 
He said that his belief wns that, with * his usuat lg 
wish that our Treaty should be given up for us to sie at once.” Your Lost 
reollet that in my despatel No. : aed July, Thad the honour 
of conveying he’ srong impreaion inthe stme. sense ki MM 
made on me on the only oeeasion on which he spoke’ t 


Rome, « copy of 
nfdential, Commercial, of the 


England, he went on to say, having been, ax M. 

cleared out of the wag, the other Powers would uaturily follow atte aed aly bay 
thurTet alone, would hve to yell, "M. Machiawell dsl not atom eae a 
elation at the course of events having turned out so differeat to that whieh AE Ma 
as he thinks, believed that they wo nider his direction. 

{le it somewhat irritated at what he considers to be the unnecessary brusqu 
of the manner of communication to him of thi tion of the ‘Treaty. A 
iessenger from the Residency appeared at th n Consulate Tia 
night with a packet for which he said he was instructed to demand n receipt, On 
‘opening this, M. Macchiavelli found simply the denunciation of the Treaty with,» 
set da ana cs Peace ne ech 
frat intimation which he nd ever ad from the Residency of any’ sich intention 
being mteriained, and me — id ae that, while there was nothing to complain of 
in the actual wording of the note, the manner of conveying this intimation might 


__ Ihave, &e. 
(Signed) W. HD. HAGGARD. 
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No. G4. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received September 28.) 


(No. 71. Confidential.) 
My Lord. Tunis, September 13, 1805, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 67 of the 3rd instant, [ haye the honour to 
inform your Lonahip that in conversation lately with Mr, Profett, the British Vice- 
Consul, AL. Dobler, the Chef du Cabinct of the Resident, stated, on his incidentally 
touching upon the question of the Southern Railways and their strategical importance, 
ding to the present scheme of defence, in view of an atiack by a forcign 


that accord 
Power, these would be very little considered, as it was intended to abandon absolutely 
R all available resources being 


and entirely to its fate the southern part of 1 
Concentrated on the defence of the northern part of the Regency as far as Cape Bon 
and probably Hamiamet, where it was possible that fortress might be constructed, 
if it was finally decided to include this part in the plan of defence. 

Te added that in any event the defence would not extend beyond the confines of 
Zaghouan. All troops in the south would be recalled at onec, the only object of their 
presence being to keep the natives quict, and in ¢! n attack they 
would be treated bie.” fem ver, be remarked that, in 
that ease, the probability is that these troops. withdrawn, 
would rise as they did in 1881 on the French troops being called back on tho signin 
Of the Treaty of Kasr-Said, when the campaign lid to he entir rough 
Second times this possibility is, therefore, all the greater if they see their “« protectors: 

With a forcign army, and’ they ean muster many thousands of handy 
i foree 10 some purpose. 


¢ reason for the ‘would be impossible to- 


prov’ amy save from t 
mancuyres, being very kecaly fel 

W to the rapid mobilizatian of troops at any particular spot in, the 

tion by means of sighalling-stations provided 

I presume), by which the operators are 

‘other with the greatest ease. ‘The central station 

south at Kairwan, Sfax, Susa, Gabes, 

s northern branch ix to be extended to Ain 

ticularly useful for noting the movements 


north, there 
“ signes 


is situated 01 
and in the north at 
Drahm and Algeria, 
of the native tribes. 
‘Talking about the improvements in artille Dobler saiil that the anno 
mounted in all the fortresses in Tunis were fitted with a mechanism which 
absolute accuracy of fire in the case of stationary guns. This he called ! 
which appears to be a mirror arrangement by means of which the aim is taken, and as 
toon as this has been exactly found, the gun is discharged. 
T have, &e. 
ed) W. Hl. D. HAGGARD, 





No. 


Consut-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received September 28.) 


(No. 72, Confidential) 
My Lord, os 

ON the receipt of the private letter from the British V 
which T have the honour to inclose, with reference to a report as 
French ofthe Tunisian telegraph line to Hbadanes in Teipol T asked the Tealian Agent 
and Consul-General, who is said to be very well served by his agents in the south of 
the Regency, whether he knew anything of the matter. He had, he said, no news o 
the subject, fo which he seemed to attach some importance, as he suid that it was in this 
way that the French began from Algeria their intrigues here which had resulted in the 

ation. 

T cannot myself forget the various remarks made by the French Resident during hi 
journey on the southern border in the spring, on which I accompanied him, with the 
Object of acquiring information as to those regions, and French movements and designs 
{n that direction. These remarks wero of avery candid nature, and pointed to M. Millet’s 


to the extonsi 








oo 


intention of allowing no ordinary obstacle to interfere with the French advance to 
b, On one oceasin, as I had the honour of reporting, ie said ia. my heating. toe 
frontier officer who was complaining of having been held In cheek by M. Millet’s prede, 
cessor, “Le plus loin que vous poussez, le plus je vous couvrirai.” Ghadames is, of 
course, a most important point both strategically and commercially, for this progress, 
nd) one evening after dinner, M. Millet told me frankly that they did not intend to 
‘Allon ‘Turkish possession to interfero with any intentions they may have in’ that 
M, Macchiavelli further told me that he would immediately telegraph to his agen 
at Gabes to inquire whether he knew anything of the matter, and I Lare'now the hoses 
to Inclowe a copy of a private liter which E have just received ftom him.” This letter 
eem to confirm to a certain extent at all events, from a different. directs, 
Mr, Jeo ris roport from Siax, Robidcseidiwanincviny, 
\s it would seem that such an arrangement could not under present cireumst 
be carried out without the consent ur counivance of the Turkish authorities, e might be 
pos h while, to learn something more about the matter 


__ Thave, &e, 
(Signed) "W.-H. D, HAGGARD, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 65, 


Vice-Cenmul Leonardi to Consul-General Haggar 
gam) General Haggard, 
in ‘ . 
4 xe Sfax, September 7, 1895, 
1 HAVE the honour to inform you that a strange ramour reaches me from 
and T give it under all reserve, as tits b xy foaniation er ot 
cilect that the South Tunisian telegraph ‘atahouine is to be prolonged to 
Ghadames. One of the Tunis telegraphic service who has had to do with teaking’ more 
substantial the line xouth of Gabes, would be, it is said, the man who after the extension 
ould romain in ebarge at Ghaulamies A 
‘am sorry that I cannot verify this matter, nor know what arrangement is propose 
wi eT fy this matter, nor know what arrangement is proposed 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "J. LEONARDI. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 65. 
Signor Machiavelli to Consul-General Haggard. 


Mon cher Colligue, Consutot-Genéral d'Italia, 
MON Agent Gonsulaire & Gabes a ea vent, dit-il, du pro 
par suite dindiseréti ne personne ayant des attaches avec 
lo projet existe, 
Pas par conséquent m 
a Yai fout ce que J pa apprendre, et ce nest pas beaucoup, inutile d'sjoater que 
i je parviens & obtenit d'autres: nouvelles, plas précises, je m'empresserai de vous les 
‘communiquer. ai ii 
Veuillez, &e. 
(Signs) G. B. MACCHIAVELLIL 





No. 66, 
Consut-General Haggard to the Marguess of Salishury.—(Received October 15.) 


{0,74 Contdentaly 

iy Lord, ‘Tunis, September 30, 1895. 

H oon alan Agent and Consul-General informed me yeceney ‘hat he had 
a cknow! the receipt of the note from 

Tith August, denouncing the Halo-hunisian Treaty, nN” eh Pléane of the 


o 


Your Lordship may recollect that the immediate acknowledgment of the receipt 
was requested, as reported in my despatch No. 70 of the 18th September. 

In, his reply, M. Machiavelli told me that he said that in view of that 
denunciation Italy would fall back on the three previous Treaties hetween Tunis and 
Sardinia, Tuseany, and the two Sicilies respectively, which were confirmed by a clause 
in the Treaty denounced. 

He also stated that Italy would farther hase her position on the Capitulations and 
‘on the “Pacte Fondamentale,” and moreover called tho attention of the Beylical 
Government to the fact that the Ttalian Government had only suspended the Consular 
jurisdiction. 

In his rej 
stating that the Be 
and arguments, 


the French Délégué had confined himself to 
“toute néserve utile” to his statements 


T have, &e, 
(Signed) W. 1. D. HAGGARD. 





or. 


Consul-Gencral Haggard to the Marquees of Salisbury.—(Received October 26,) 


Confidential 
) October 7, 1895. 


ON ‘the receipt of your Lordship's despatch No. , of the 30th July, 
instructing me to gain whatever information 1 could with reference to the rock said to 
exist in the Bizerta Canal, as also on any other point of interest connected with that 
work. I instituted such inquiries as T could on the subject. 

‘an opportunity of speaking on the matter with the agent of the Port 
» informed me that the statement which I had reported to your Lordship 
remored, and this was confirmed in other 
juarters ; but.wishing to test the accaracy of this information 
unsafeness of the post and telegraph in this country, none on the subj 
coming from the gentleman acting as British Consular Agent at Bizerta in the nbs 
af the Honourable Terence Bourke, finding, in fact, that T could get no information here 
that I really could rely on as accurate, ested” Mr. Profeit, the British Viee-Consul, 
to proceed to Bizerta to find out what he could, as I did not want to excite rematk oF 
suspicion by returning there so soor: myself. 

As the result of this visit I think that the destruction of the rock may be considered 
1s pretty certain. The rea nnd other information which he suceoeded 
{in acquiring, is embodied in the inclosed Memorandum. and the point where the tock 
existed is, as directed, marked on the plan, returned herewith, contained in your Lordship's 
above-mentioned despatch, 

Mr, Profeit's interesting and intelligent Report bears out in some respects, and 
amplifies in others, my own observations reported to your Lordship in my despatch 
No. 29 of the 9th May, giving an account of my visit to Bizerta, "His observations on 
the strength of the current are specially valuable, and confirm all the information 1 have 
received on that subject, including that of the French Resident-General, whieh T reported 
in my above-mentioned despatch, Your Lordship will observe that the opinion at least 
exists now that the plan which \'. Millet told me was proposed to be adopted of lengthening 
the northern pier with this object, may, as [ ventured to suggest in my despatch as 
possible, not be sufficient to stop the current. Mr. Profeit says that that now suggested 
4 to construct a semicircular breakwater across the mouth of the entrance between the 
two moles, which is to be reduced by nearly one-third in width. If this is adopted, it 

il render the entry and eit of ships of ‘ar of will greater difclty than would have 
les ; in fact, it wonld seem that it will 

probably make it impossible to perform such an operation speedily, and this will of course 
greatly militate against the effective use of the harbour as a naval port, at Teast in time 


If Mr. Profeit's information as to the commercial aspect of the port prove correct, 
and, amongst otber circumstances, the fact that the trade of Bizerta has decreased rather 
than increased since the opening of the port would argue that it may be so, while there 
is nothing to indicate a likelihood of any future activity, the success of 
commercial port is, as I have had the honour of showing in previous despatches, very 
problematical. It would nom, moreover, seem likely that its value even as a naval port 

(414) R 





62 


fand arsenal is only to be secured by a farther enormous expenditure in addition to the 

the righted od expansive works already made. ‘This money mill otber- 

‘been wasted, and, if that further outlay be met, two probiews will still remain 

(1) whether the new works will be efficacious in destroying the current ; 

N if they are, whether Bizerta will have justified the enormous expense necessary to make 

‘of any use at all, save, perhaps, as a torpedo-boat station. It may therefore well 

That the ultimate result of the violation by France of her engagement may be 

that Bizerta may turn out to be a source of weakness rather than of the aggressive 
strength 0 contidentiy, if promatorey, claimed for it. Wninis 

‘Phe article which { have the honour to inclose is more moderate than the views which 

T see constantly expresses 

Thave, &e. 

(Signed) W. H. D, HAGGARD. 


——————— 
Inclosure 1 in No, 67. 


Vice-Consul Profeit fo Consul-General Hoggard. 


Sir, Tunis (undated). 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, in accordance with your instructions, I 
visited Bizerta, and beg to submit herewith such information about ihe canal and other 
points of interest as T was able to obtain, . 

Tascertained tliat the rock, which prevented the French leet from entering the Lake 
of Bizerta through the canal, had only 5 metres of water over it, and reduced its width 
navigable for Inrge vessels to 37 metres—the total bottom width of the canal being 
64 metres. 

‘On examination of the spot indicated to mo as being the place where lasting 
operations had been inost recently carried on, and as the position of the rock, I foun 
that it had Iain in close proximity to tho stall inlet, marked C in the plan annexed,® 
which is used for repairing the boats and dredgers of the Port Company ; measured along 
the right bank of the canal from the extremity G of the small guide pier, the rocky 
ftratum commences at a distance of about 550 metres, and is sa we to have 
extended for 100 metres in breadth along the right-hand bank from the point C, 

ique direction towards tise left 

wed at the time of the visit 

of the French fleet, leaving only a small r, sufficient, however, to 
reduce the passage to the dimensions » 

On the departure of the fleet, strenuous endeavours were made to remove the 
impediment and reduce the main waterway to the required depth of Of metres, and it is 
now asserted that this has been effected, and that the canal is 9} metres deep along its 
entire centre for a breadth of . 

In proof of the probability of this as ng true, it may be remarked that all 
operations have now eeased ; that th ispensable for the care 
‘and maintenance of the machinery, have been dismissed, and further, that the Port 
Company have advert the main part of the machinery used in the construc. 
tion of the port and canal, a step which would seem to show that, as far as the Comp 
is concerned, the work is completed. ‘The nly work, indeed, which is now being earried 
out is the completion of the lighthouse on the extremity of the eastern jetty, that on 
the northem being Snished, though not yet in actual use. 

With reference to the current which exists in the 
the extremity of the 
‘very considerable force, having, as'it appeare 

‘On proceeding up the canal to the point where the ferry-boat crosses, I found, by 
comparison with a piece of wood floating past, that at this spot the current ran at Icast 
Gwice as fast ax T could walk, ic, at about 8 miles an hour, and I was, moreover, 
informed that it was comparatively slight on this particular da 

1 further learnt that in the December, January, and February the 
counter-current from the Lake of Bizerta is so strong that it entirely overpowers the sea 
fearrent, and has on more than one occasion carried out to sea the steam ferry-boat, 
Breaking the stecl havwser by which it is kept in position. This current is due to the 
_great rise which takes place in the lake during the rainy season, and especially to the 


© Not printed 


‘volume of water which is carried into it the Tinja from the Lake Ishkel, which is th 
eseroir for an important watershed of Northern Tunis, So gat is then the extra 
Tolume of water inthe lake that it occasionally canes a rise of nearly 2f fect in the 


‘As a means of proventing, or at least nullifying to a great extent, the evils of the 
a ears meres tint malving Us rt etn te et tn 
‘apparently nothing as yet been done towards the realization of this scheme, "The 
general opinion, indeed, appears to be that this would not be sufficient, but that it will be 
Beccary, in order to ffeually copa with this eurent to construct semicircular 
breakwater in front of the entrance, and at the same time to reduce the of the 
inlet from 420 metres to about 300 metres, phere 

tis, however, recognized that this would bea work of great difficulty o 
depth, which is more than 20 metres, entailing, moreover, an enormous outlay 
onld appear that the Port Company do not intend to’ charge themselves 

ution of works which are considered to be necessary in order to render the entrance 
safe in all weathers, ‘The belief, too, is gaining ground in Bizerta that a wistake bas 
been made in clelating the dinensions of the canal: and dat it ought to 

present breadth, specially in view of the existence o ent, Whi 
tad not been suficiently taken account of pAdimania pore 

As to the ultimate destiny of Bizerta, it is at present rumoured that active 
negotiation aro beng cared on between the Biverta Port Company and the Tunisian 

rernment—behind which is Franee—for the sale of the harbour works, 
Ccyapee de sale of the harbour works. ‘The reasons 

1. That the probability of Bizerta becoming an important commercial harbour is 
remote. 

2, ‘That in order to make the harbour as perfect as possible, it will bo necessary to 
‘expend enormous sums, such as would be more fitly supported by a Government than a 
‘Company. 

3. That the idea of a commercial harbour is exploded, and that the time has now 
come for showing the real object of Bizerta, viz., a naval port of the first order, 

Tt may be worth noting that the Deputy Merlon, who is here to report on Tunis, 
said" anever 10 6 deputation, that the only chance of wscosia oeunat ly for Bizerta. 
would be to make the port dues lower than those of any harbour in the Mediterranean, 
‘and endeavour to sell coal to steamers at rates below Algiers and Malta 4 

learn, been made in the 

fortress of Dat-el-Condia is 

I quick-firing st the old Fort 

muneeted with the form ring guns are 


‘guns as Dai § ery uni 
months to complete unless proceeded with with greater energy aud activity than at 
present. i 

‘Phe idea of erecting two further fortresses on Cape Blane and Cape Zebid is, 
T understand, still adhered to. aes 

"The construction of the "pare dartillerie,” for which a strip of land on the right. 
hand side of the Bay of Sebra, onthe shore ofthe inlet in which the sina fleting dock 
for the repair of torpedo-boats is placed, was Intely expropriated, and declared a military 
zone, hax up to the present not been’ undertaken, but bitlding operations on. several 
private houses—two more than half built—tiave leon stopped by the military authorities, 
‘@ source of much discontent in Bizerta, for the town is now so hemmed in by mulitary 
zones that.a great development is scarcely possible, and apparently not desired by the 
military authorities 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) R. A, PROFEIT, 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 67. 
Bstract from the " Dépéche Tunisienne” of October 1, 1896. 


LE 4 Juin dernier, I'Escadre de la Méditerranée, commandée par I'Amiral do In 
Jaitley arvivait devant Bizerte. Tandis quo les, gros avira chitaats ot gnde 
eroiseurs, prenaient Jeur mouillage & un mille environ de la cote, les avisos-torpille! 
"Lager" et“ Lévtice” pénéteaient dans Io canal ot venaieat so ranger dane la Baio de 








os 


Sebra, i entrée dn Ine intériour, aux ebtés do “I"Hirondelle,” qui se trourait depuis 

uelqus jours dans cette baie. Le lendemain, guid par les ‘de la Compagnie 
We've, te: Suchet,” croiscur de 2 classe de 4,000 tonnenux environ, ayant & 
{herd lo Vice-Amiral Commandant-en-chef, et le “ Wattignies,” croiseur-torpilleur 
‘10 1,800 tonneaux, entraient & lour tour dans le canal et allaient jeter leur anere au 
fond du goulet. 


il ajoutait 

‘Tuaqwici, rotenue par de vains pritextes, la flotte Francaise avait évité de jeter 
Vancro dane votre port. Mais Ie charme est maintenant rompu, car, dédsigoant 
Cortaines muscoptibilités raénagées jusquiici, In marine Frangaise vient de prendre 
Géfinitivement possession de Buzerte. Connie lo eroisenr “Suchet,” les euirassés de 
son escadre auraient pu entrer dans le canal et le lac, n’edt ét6 co bane do rocber qui 
Tete henlever sur une cinquantaine de métres et qui rétrécit A 37 métres le chenal 
Tavigable.. Mais ce. n'est que partie remise, puisque ce travail n'est plus qu'une 
question. de semaines. A sa prochaine tournée, I'Bseadre de ta, Méditerranée, 
GUipmandée alors par 'Amiral Gervais, ne manquera certainement pas de venir y jeter 
Fancro ot de sjourner dans Ie lac, 

‘Quolles sont ces ““susceptibilités ménagées jusqu'iei ” dont parlait 'Amiral de la 
Jailte? Chacun les connait, ou du moins les devine. Ce sont celles de I'Angleterre, 
aqui ne peut we faire A Tidéo que In Mditerranée ne soit pas un. lnc Anglais: cw sont 

‘dela Rome d'aujounthui, qui nourrit A Pégant de Ihéritiére de Carthage des 
nts dtime jalousie sans bornes. 
is si le Commandanten-chet de notre escadre a” bien fait de signaler avee 
welque dédain les jalousies qui catourent notre établissement en Tunisie, Vallocut 

YAmiral yaut d'etre itéo pour Wautres raisous, Elle prouve, en. effet. que 
Timporinuce militaire do Bizerto ext considGrable et que sa valeur stratési 
toute attention de nos gouvernants. 

TI suMMt de jeter les youx sur nine carte de Ja Méditerranée p 

cheval sur los deux bassins de cette mer intérieure. On y 
assin occidental, qui baigne les cdtes de T'Espagne jusqu’a 
hassin oriental, od 6 t la Tripotitaine, VBzypte et la Grece. On y ext 

dle Naples, de la Sicile, ot de Malte, On y fait vie-i-vis i la 


quelque sorte, tout lo In 
hase Wopée 


pouyait annuter I ance militaire de la, petite 
auurions ta ligne Porto-Veechio, Bizerte, soli y 
navales imposantes, nous serious trés hows pourrions tenir tite 
Tilériorité bux Ttaliens, qui disposent de In Speazia, de la Maddalena ¢ 
Sicile. 
Tiavantage qu’a le nouveau port Ta 
deux bassins de Ia Méditerranée est, pour nous, d'une 
nous voulons recevoir le concours de I'Bscadre 
libre eireulation dans ce passage soit assurde & notre flotte et 
clle ne peut Vétre que par Bizerte. Crest co que fait remarq 
raison hotre confrire 1a Dépiche Tunisienne :” “ L'Escadre Russ 
frrivera par Je bassin oriental. Il importe done de conserver la 
toujours ouverte entre les deux bassins. Le détroit de Messine tant trop facilement 
Uétendable, il n'y a de passage possible pour nous qu’entre Io § ‘ap Blu 
mais i condition que nous tenions Bizerte.” 
tidedine tune base dopérations pour notre flotte 
our nous. Et il n'est pas douteux que nous en 
guerre. 
wmair une autre preuve de Ia grande importance stratégique 
, is dans Ia mauvaise humeur qui a éclaté chez nos voisins 
delh des Alpes, quand ils ont connu Pentrée de nos eroiseurs d’esenire dans le 
nouveau canal ct Fallocution du Vice-Amiral de Ia Jaille. 
TLeurs journaux ont fulminé contre ee quils ont appelé Ia brusque transformation 


de Biserto en port militaire. L'un deux, “I'Unione,” 9 dénoneé ect événement 
‘comme une menace, mais, joute-til i esto & savoir de quel ail Rome of Londrey 
emringeront lo prosidd ot ‘elles permettront que “I'équilibre de In Méditerranée” 


Ia Ttalienno s'en est prise au Bey do Tunis, qui n'en peut mais, o¢ lui 
a demandé gravement de quel droit n'ayant ni arméo ‘ni marine, n’étant 
au sarplas objet d'aucune menace de la part de Italic, il avait permis V'établisse- 
Jnent sur son territoire d'une organisation offensive dirigée contre les Puissancos 
Méliterranéennes. Ta harangue se terminait par une adjuration su Gonvernement 
Italien de tenir Is main & T'exécution des promesses faites... .. Bref, il est plus 

tue manifeste que si Bizerte dovient un centre maritime sérieux, nos voisins en seront 

‘contrariés, preuve non moins évidente qu’en eréant ce centre nous agirons 
micux de nos intértts, 

‘Les articles des journaux Italions qui signalaient les dangers de notre attitude en 
‘Tunisie n'ont pas exun grand écho au dehors. C'est en vain que ‘I'Unione” s'est 
cinanéo aux Duissances atrangéres.. Ces Puissances mont pas bougé. Ells so sont 
tans doute habituées, depuis 1851, & 'idGo du Protectorat que nous exerqons sur la 
Régence, Protectorat qu’elles ont reconnu. Or, un Protectorat entratne V'accomplisse- 
ment de mesures fiscales et militaires. Nous avons, en plagant In Tunisio sous notre 
fatelle, assumé lo soin de In défendre. La création & Bizerto d'wn centre maritima ost 

ie droit et mémo le devoir de prendre, sans que 


qui nous 
x quran 
2 bas 


a guerro? Nrest-co ‘pas sur clle que se 
astro-Italiennes, puisqutelle est plus 


serait, logique a’ét 
question dopuis peu, 
a Zarzi # 

Tn port admirable et d'un nccds toujours facile, uno porition géographique 
excoptionnelle, des facilités sans nombre pour 1a construction Res ities ncossiros 
Sat ides avantages incontestables et que, seule, Bizerte pout offrir sur ces ebtes longues 
de 1,984 kilom. 

Malbeureusement les régles du droit inte tte mesure ot il 
faut les respeoter. Protectorat n'est pas an 





No. 68. 
Conrul-General Haggord to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received November 12.) 


(No. 7.) 
My Lord, 

FROM information which 1 have received from a French officer, 
likely that the arrangement made last year of turning the brigide occupy 
into a division may be again done away with. 

iin my despatch No, 10 of the 15th March, I had the honour of explaining to y 
Lordship that the chief cause for thi mn was said to be the friendship of the 
French Minister for War, General Mercier, for General Leclere, the Officer ding 
the Troops here, and his wish to prevent that officer from being, put ~ en retraite,” wh 
we've had reached the limit of age for a Brigadier-General, must have happened if he 
not been pr 

"But, according to my informant, when this appointment was made, it was forgotten 
that it entailed all sorts of other changes. For instance, the presence of a General of 
Division entails that of a Brigadier-General under him, who, with his staf, has to be paid, 
vile the aalaries of the officers on the staff of a General of Division are lnrger thau those 
Ti members of the staff of a Brigadier-General. The scale, in fact, of pay and position, 
as we the sunber of Staft posts, has to be increased’ all round, and, now that it 

ale 8 








is realized that a very large extra expenditure will be the result of what was boped would 

‘ben quict litte job, my informant says that it is thought that the Ministry of War may be 

staid of an inquiry of the “Chambre,” and (General Leclere having ‘eco traosferred 

fo another post) may restore the Tunis detachment of troops to its former position as a 
pra Thave, &e, 


Signed) W. H, D. HAGGARD. 





No. 69. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received November 12.) 


(No. 78. 
ly Lord, ‘Twnis, October 21, 1895. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose an. bce from the French Journal des Chambres 
de Commerce,” published in the “Dépéche Tunisienne," on the subject of an all 
Keio toms soe Porton ts the Moghesen Oncasbar af Cerscnecs pil token tote 
Anglo-Tunisien Treaty, which is said to have been published in the newspapers. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. H, D, HAGGARD, 


Inclosure in Ne. 69, 
Extract from La Déptche Tunisienne" of October 21, 1895, 


ON lit dans le dernier numéro du “Journal des Chambres de Coramerce”: 


“Manonzsten.—La Déxoxctatios pv Trarré Prato 
de I'échéance prochaine du Traité Italo-Tunisien le Secrétaire de la Chambre de Commerce 
de Manchester écrit au Ministre des Affnices Ftrangéres, le Marquis de Salishury, pour 
Jui demander si le Traité Anglo-Tunisien de 1875 n'accordait pas aux produits Britanniques 
Je méme traitement qu'aux produits Francais en Tunisie, et i, dans I'éventualit 
réduction de droits sur les importations : serait pas appliquée 
égalems iportations Anglaises dans ee pays, 

S'il faut s'en référer A une information reproduite parla presse Patisienne, le Chet da 
Foreign Office aurait répondu *qu'aux termes de 'Article VIL du Traité Anglo-Tunisien les 
droits d'entrée sur les produits Anglais ne doivent pas excéder $ pour cent ad valorem, et 
que, d'ailleurs, les produits Anzlas, bénéficiant de In clause de Ix nation Ja plus favo 
obtiendraient le méme traitement que les produits si Francais, 
franchise absolue, si, com: Vannonce, la France est sur le point-de réaliser !'Union 


qui régissent notre Protectorat Tanisien. 

dit In * Poste,” * de par le ‘Traité de Kassar-Said n'occupe pas 
seulement dans la Rézence, tant au point de vue 6eonomique qu'au point de vue politique, 
une situation de faveur, elle y posséde une situation de droit, & liquelle nulle autre ne 
swurait étre compare. Nous ne somes pas & ation Ia plus favorisé 
sommes I’Btat Protecteur. 

Nous avons assuié toutes les charges de ce titre, et comment n’en aurions-nous 
les privildges? La France a guranti la dette Tunisie, notre Protectorat a &te recom 
Bir toutes les Grandes Puissances, et, s Italie seule contest aujour il it a Grande 
Bretagne ne saurait, elle, renicr sa propre signature. 

“Nous rappelions récemment les dépéches diplomatiques de Lord Salisbury qui lévent 
tous tes doutes & cot égard. 

* Reconnaissant le fait, comment le noble Marquis pourrait-ildiseuter le droit? Il lui 
faudrait avoir oublié, dans son désir de rassurer les néyociants de Manchester, toutes les 
conséquences naturelles, fatales qu'entraine tout Protectorat, et notamment un Protectorat 
aussi Gtroit, aussi complet que celui qui nous relie A la Régence. Cela est impossible & 
admettre. 

“Le Marquis de Salisbury n'est pas de Uécole de ces diplomates de Vautre sidcle, 
suxquels Georges IL reprochait amérement dignorer le droit international et de n'uvoit 
pas lu Vatel. “Le “Premier” Sritannique a lu Vatel et n’ignore rien du droit public. 


or 


“Et, d'autre par, il est trop avisé pour soulever de nouveaux litiges entre Ia France 
vt la Grande-Bretogne, & Vheure ott la diplomatic de ces deux pays ¥applique, non. sans 
ping, & régler Tes anciens. i 

Les Paissances Enropéennes seraient d'silleurs mal inspirées en élevant systématique- 
ment des obstacles pour empécher la France de recucilir le fruit de ses effort, le juste prix 
de ses sacrifices, et d'exercer en paix, conformément aux Traités, les prérogatives légitimes 
de son titre dans In Régence. Le Gouvernement de la République qui a voulu. jusqu’ici 
ménager toutes les susceptibilités, méme les moins naturelles, serait obligé de ne plus 
prendre conseil que de ses intéréts et de ses droits, et rechercherait, afin de mettre un 
ferme & toutes les chicanes et A toutes les controverses internationales, Ia formule Ja plus 
propre a combler les prétendues Iacanes de organisation politique actuelle.” 


Annex. 
Foreign Ofice to Manchester Chamber of Commerce, 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 10, 1895. 

IN reply to your letter of the 7th instant, Iam directed by the Marquess of 

Salisbury to transmit to you a copy of the Commercial Treaty between Great Britain and 

Tunis.*” It will be observed that, under Article VIT, the import duties on British produce 

are not to excced 8 per cent. ad valorem, and that British prodcce is moreover entitled to 

most-favoured-nation treatment in regard to import duties, and, therefore, to the duties 
levied on French produce. en 
am, de. 


(Signed!) H, PERCY ANDERSON, 





No. 70. 
sul-General Haggard to the Morquess of Salislury.—|(Iecciced November 12.) 


(No. 80. Confidential.) 
iy Lord, Tunis, October 26, 1895. 
HAVING no report from the Consular Agent at Bizert 
1g your Lordship copy an translation of a 
ian organ hers, git ecount of the dione to the now harbour thers 


ly for 
te ho wind 


‘enemy which t 
10 whole length 


Wwas sufficient to overturn the lighthouse, ly 
of one of the moles lately completed. Pre y the part above the 
sea; but in any case, if the “ Unione” be corre injury which it 
will cost a great deal of money to repair, and probably, unless the stricture is very 
much strengthened, it may happen again at any moment. 
di a TT have, de. 
(Signed) W. H, D, HAGGARD, 


October 28. 
PS. inclose a copy and translation of Mr. Spezzichino's Report, which has just 
arrived. Your Lordship will observe that, without giving me the details, it diifors 
considerably from the report in the “Unione.” Without further information, which 
L will endeavour to procure from some other source, it is impossible to say which 
of these reports is the most nearly correct. Possibly it will be safest to take both 
‘cum grano saliz, as the correspondent of the “ Unione” may be influenced by his wish 
to depreciate as much as possible a French work, while Mr. Speztichino may be 
influenced to a certain extent in the opposite sense, and may at tho same time wish 
to excuse not having reported the circumstance at all. ‘There is, however, probably 
something in what he says about the newness of the work affecting its stability. 


© Tunis No, 1 1876)" 











| re eps perry 


It would, however, seem impossible that the former should ha reported 
dedi th scion of he Hone 11 tid 2 lake ae Me. Speatichino 
‘is, moreover, not accurate in i “Unione” states orthern. 
‘ole was injured, ‘The wind was not from that direction. boduns 
WD. a, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 70. 


Eztroet from the “ Unione.” 
(Translation. z 
A STRONG ‘rind, developing into a hurricane, 
night of the 19th instant. The sea becas 
shore with such violence that 


necessary to seek far for an answe 

know how 

and very convenient, but what ite precise use 
serve as an anchorage for the * Hirondel 
nko the moat of bad business, 

t the Custom-house, and this I know for certain, 100 fr. have not been taken as 
ducal we have reo (0 be said The population ply Teas 
there is a rogular stampede, This sorrowful aud precarious situation is 
the dark and dismal consciousness that business h 
longer the animati that there w 
fallacious future, expended what ss 
down. 


Inclosure 2 in Ne 


Mr. Spessichino to Consul-General Hagyard. 
{translation 2 * riety 
ise Biseria Consuiar Agency, October 26, 1895. 
IN reply to your despatch of the 25th instant, I have the honour to, inform you 
that the damage to the jetty (south) caused by’ the storm of the 19th is not co 
important as is reported in the * Unione;” I did not, therefore, think it necessary to 
Feport af once a mater of 0 lite comequence 
is true that the bad weather has dono certain damage to the works of the j 
Iut, inasmuch as this was completed during the past summer, it was ak tty 
first storms of the year would do a certain amount of injuty to the works, as oftes 
happened to the northern jetty. This northern jetty las not suffered the leant damage, 
coutrary to the report of the I cannot conceal from you, also, that its 
ERpndent is somewhat exaggerated in his actiles against the’ Binerta Port 
The works of the aforementioned southern jetty were not entirely completed, 
itis certain that another storm will eause them stil further damage, aod tet, salccd, 
until the works are absolutely finished, and have had time to consolidate and settle 
own in their bed at the sea bottom. 
si shall not fail in future to report anything of the least importance, as you 


desire. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "N.S. SPEZZICHINO. 





69 
No, 71. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received November 12.) 


81. Confidential.) 
iy Lord, ‘Tunis, October 80, 1895. 
‘THE Italian Agent and Consul-General informed me yesterday that on the one oF 
‘two occasions on which he has seen the Resident-General since his return he has found 
‘him so exceptionally amiable, that he is convinced that itis the result of a “ mot d’ordre” 
given him in Paris. Amongst other things, he had expressed his admiration for the work 
by some Sicilian Inbourers in a lately constructed vineyard which he had visited. 
“I will not disguise from you,” he said, “that I should have preferred Frenchmen, 
but as we cannot get them we shall welcome giadly the Inborious and sober Italian 
workmen. 
This is a very different tone from that of a few months back, before M. Millets 
journey to Paris, and would scem to argue that, possibly in view of the uncompromising 
tage takea up by the Ttalian Government with reference to the denunciation of thet 
Treaty, the French Government are disposed to be conciliatory preparatory to, and possibly 
during, the forthcorning negotiations for the conclusion of a new Conventi i 
Ei. Macehaveli told me that tis subject bad not yet been alluded to between bina and 
M. Millet, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) " W. H. D, HAGGARD. 


No. 72. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 12.) 
(No. 82. Confidential.) 
Tunis, October 90, 1895. 


importance which can be attached to the inclosed cutting from the 
source from witich it comes. ata 
"hut paper is the organ of the Resident. It may, indeed, in articles of this kin 
ssid to be Cte at the Residency, 

When, therefore, the “Dépéche” corrects the Senator Lesueur for saying that our 
Treaty with Tunis is in perpetuity by stating that, “according to international law, every 
‘Treaty without fioal limit is terminable by the denunciation which one or other of the 
interested parties may choose to make,” it may be understood that the R 
‘unofficially laying down this new and strange dictum of international law, ti 
grounds—and amply sufficient in their eyes—for their asserting as a fact whut they know 
to be a fiction, being that they wish that the positions were reversed. 

Thave therefore thought it worth while to trouble your Lordshi what mi 
otherwise be considered as merely the editorial rubbish of second-rate 


Tt may possibly interest your Lordship more to observe that the last fow words of 
this article support M. Machiavelli's surmise as to the intended policy of France in 
denouncing the Italian Treaty, of contriving, if possible, to isolate Italy, and show the 
vital importance to Italy, to which I have alluded in previous despatches, of our holding 
bby our most-favoured-nation clause, 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 


Anclosure in No. 72. 
Bstract from “La Dépéche Tunisienne” of October 28, 1805. 


“LANGLETERRE et I'ltalie en Tunisio.” 

Sous ce titre la “Patrie” publie une assez longue interview qu’ua de ses rédacteurs 
aurait eve avec M. Lesucur, Sénateur de Constantine. 

‘A cause de sa longuetir et aussi parce qu'elle se borne & reproduire des idées déja 
maintes fois émises, nous ne donnerons pas le texte in extenso de cette conversation. 

Nous en extrayons seulement quo Italie est mal venue a prétendre aujourd'hui 
See a feme rcrann' erence Ersog our Raga, plo ill, 

ry 








en a 


70 


elle Ta reconnu maintes fois acceptation théorique ot pratique—méme volontsie— 
4etoute me. série de mesures qi aieatan ciieane aatonie eo 


Nous voulons relever encore ce que M. Lesveur aurait dit da Traité Anglo~ 
Tunisien.. Celui-la, fait-on dire au Sénateur de Constantiae, contient aussi en favour 


international, tout Traité, sans durée déterminée, prend 
fin pat 1a dénonciation que pread soin d’en faire Pune ou l'autre des parties intGressées. 
M. Lesueur nous paratt plas dans le vrai quand il sjoute, pour clore son entretien 
vee le rédacteur de la * Patric.” Mais les gouvernants Anglais sont gens trés pratiques 
‘se pourrait done qu'lls acceptassent une transaction sur le traitement de 
la plus favorisée, Dans co cas, le Gouvernement Italien, restant isolé, serait 
en obligé d'en venir également & composition. 





No. 73. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Satisbury.—(Received November 12.) 


(No. 88, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tunis, October 30, 1895. 

THE return of the Resident-General announced to your Lordship ia. my 
No. 76 of the 15th instant has broken the summer calm, and a renewed general 
noticeable in various directions. 

This is reflected in the “Dépeche Tunisienne "—the Resident's orgun—and the 
article from that paper whiek T have the honour to inclose will show one of these directions 
in which itis apparent. 

One of the statements in this article is new to me—that in 1862 a Treaty was 
concluded with the Amenokal of the Imouchar at Ghadames, which opened to France the 
route to the Central Soudan, 

It would seem that so far this alleged Treaty must have remained a dead letter, but 
there is no doubt but that the present French Resident-General here, at all events, wishes 
to mupplement it by some tangible menares, 

have despatches had the honour of showing the forms that these are 
likely to take, and T now hear that already some small caravans have passed from 
Ghavames to Gates. 

These caravans are only a beginning, and so far they have been unimportant and 
unremunerative, the most valuable commercial result and the most significant, as 
indienting the direction of the trade route, having been, as 1 hear, a single elephant’s tusk, 
the money for which did not, hoivever, as T learn, go into the pockets of the promoters of 
the enterprise, since the nototious renegade * General" Allegro—now French Governor of 
Gabes—made some pretext for carrying it off to Paris, whence neither it nor its price 
home, as Tam told, returned. 

So far we hear nothing more of General” Allegeo's scheme of an armed caravan to 
penctrate into the Soudan by Gliadames—which was to have started this autuma—about 
which he is said to have journeyed to Paris. Possibly the risk may have been considered 
too great at present, but it may still be ia contemplation. Should I hear anything more 
about it, T will not fail to report it to your Lordship. 

In the meanwhile, two ‘Tuaregs have, during the last few days, arrived here. The 
first pretext given unofiicially by the “ Déptche,” for this was the old story that they had 
come to complain of and claim an indemnity for the aggressions on them of the Tun 
frontier tribes, but this is not considered to be better founded than was the my 
Kroumir invasion which led to the occupation of Tunis, 

‘They are very closely watched and guarded, so, as T have found, it is quite impossible 
for anybody outside the Residency Agents to have say communication with them, and the 
fact that they are lodged with the Sheikh-cl-Medina—the Spiritual Head of the Church in 
‘Tunis—would seem to indicate that considerable importance is attributed to their advent. 
A great deal of mystery is made about them, and one night—one does not quite see why 
they were smuggled by a side door into the Residency instead of going in openly by 
day, “IL is said that they are going to Paris. If they do so T will inform your Lordship. 


a 


Tn any case, their presence even here would scem to indicate at least a wish to conciliate 
(Grane reson of fbr tone aoa ofthe desert a 
ve, 
(Signed) " W. H. D. HAGGARD. 


Inclosare in No. 73. 
Extract from "* La Dépéche Tunisienne” of October 28, 1895. 


La Péxéruarrox py Samana er 1ANouereee.—Bien avant que Is France ne 
se fit installée dans I'Afrique du Nord, les Anglais, gens pratiques, avaient tout dabord 
songé & se eréer des points de repére sur la route qui conduisait aux Indes, 

C'était alors a la fin da dix-huitiéme sidele, 

Mais un homme avait vu le danger que courrait Ia France si Ia Grande-Bretagno 
renait pied dans la Méditerranée. 

Cet homme était un géaie, était Bonaparte. F 

Pendant Ia campagne d'Italie (1796-97) il avait compris, dgj, que c’était en Baypte 
qu'il devait porter ses coups. a 

Mais par les batailles d"Aboukir et de Saint-Jean-d'Acre, Angleterre reprend Vavan= 
tage et, avec Ia téoacité qu'apporte cette nation dans ses entreprises coloniales, ello assicd 
sa prépondérance sur la Méditerranée en prenant Malte, dont elle refuse de $0 dessais 
(Paix d’Amiens.) ; 

Belairé sur tes avantages que procureraient au commerce Frangais des relations 
suivies avec le Soudan, lo Genéral Rovaparte avait cert, en 1798, au Sutan da Bornou. 

Aussi, ds le commencement du dix-neavigme stele, alors que Ia France trop appau- 
vie ne pouvait inaugurer uno politique coloniale en Affique, voyons-nous les efforts des 

ighis ne porter sur la ligne Tripoli-Bornou (1817). : 

‘Mais lorsqu'en 1859, le Dr, Barth rovint du Soudan, tn prise d’Alger avait eu liew 

paravant ct fe drap e Hotta rt 
Chef de la tribu des p France le vasselage 

‘ouat et du Sahara jusqu'au Soudan (1856). a ‘ 

Un an plus tard, Ii Grande-Bretagne, abandonnant ses visées Tripolitaines, partit de 
Yanaibar pour découvrir les sources du Nil. 

Pour répondre A Ia prise d’Alzer, dont tn conquéte d 
menaces, voyant que Ia France sinstallait solideme: frique du Nord, oll 
détermina. ls Tarquie A prendre pied en ripolitaine, espérant ainsi nous burrer la route 


Ve 

Kiss Yomavre Pranceisecontausit sane arett oa marche vers le sod, 

Le Maréchal Randoa pose un premier jalon sur In route du Soudan. 4 

Au moment méme ob on plagait les rails du chemin de fer d’Alger & Blidah, une 
premitre caravane, venue do Ghat, arrivait dans lancienne eapitale des Days. 

Liidée de gagmer le Soudan en traversant le Sahara p-znait pied dans Vopinion, si 
bien qu’en 1858, an Co t Supérieur de cercle pouvait derive: “*. ... ot qui salt si 
tun jour, reliant Alger & Tombouctou, la wapour ne mettea pas los tropiques 8 six journées 
de Paris.” 

Le Maréchal Randon, Gouverneur de I'Algérie, se proposait alors de créer des 
relations commerciales avec le pays des ndgres. 

‘Une fois le courant des caravanes établi, son, projet était de fonder des Agences 
Consulaires & Ghat, dans M'Air, A ‘Tombouctou, au Touat, partout, enfin, oit la présence 
un grand marché Africain pouvait nous intéresser. 

Cest alors que Yon eut pour In promitre fois Vidée de ia formation de troupes 
Sahariennes spéciales, chargées dassurer In sécurité des transactions au désert, 

La France vient seulement de mettre ce projet & exécution. is Bie 

Pendant ce temps, nos vieux établisseinents du Sénégal prospéraient, Ia Colonie 
Sagrandissait et I'on pouvait bicatdt prévoir un Empire Africain appartenant & la France 
head la fois par VAtlantique et la Méditerranée, 

fin, et pour entrer dans la voie d'exécution, un Traité signé en 1862 4 Ghadam’s 
vee I'Aménokal des Imouchar, Si-cl-Hadj Khenouklen, nous ouvrait la route du Soudan 
cor eda We é 

Crest alors que I'Angleterre, effrayée de Textension rapide de Winfluence Frangaise, 
sut nous faire accepter son alliance. 3 ‘ 

La France pnit le contre-pied de si ligne de conduite en Afrique. Elle commit des 
fautes, des imprudences, et ta poétration du Sahara, que l'on pensait chose presque 
accompli, fut de nouveau rendue pour longtemps impossible. 








[NOONC) “s5ug0 GvGlae cnn 


‘Tel un voyageur dans le désert! 
‘Sil poursuit sa route avec assurance, il rencontrera bient6t un puits od il pourra se 


Mais ‘i, la bouche en fen, il se laisse, pour apaisir sa soif, un mi 
trompear qu fui monte au loin des oasis pliers verdoyey dovt fet pannches 
immobiles se reflétent dans des eaux limpides, alors il est perdu et Yimmensité lui sert de 
tombean dans un linceal de sable. 

Or, dans toutes es difficaltés Afticaines qu'elle a eues, In France a pu constater 
Vinduence dune main Anglaise. 

‘Au Maroo et dans le Touat notre prépondérance a été combattue et, si les tabliase- 
‘ments Anglais de la cbte Mauresque ne sont pas devenus florisants, ils n’en ont pas moins 
Eravement ging notre marche en erent, 

wwe In “Royal Niger Company” fut oréée, Angleterre se flattait hautement 
Garviver as Borst os 
Mallat en rabatre, 
ependant, quel que soit le but que Ja Grande-Bretagne semble asigner 3 sex 
vents en Aftique, quelque couleur qu'elle cherche & donner & ses expéditions, le but 
qu'elle vise apparatt clairement aux yeux de l'Europe. 

La fameuse expédition du Soudan Oriental, les voyages de Stanley & la recherche 
a'Bmin Pacha, qui tétait pas perdu, le bombaniement @ Alexandre et cette meiamise aur 
TRgypte, qu’était-ce tout cela, si co n'est Vexdeution de la premigre partic d'un plan 
démesurément grandee, fondation dun immense Empire African Cendant de I Bgypte 
au Cap 

Le rol 


ttribunient In p 
arrangement avec I'Btat Indépendant du Congo, n'était-ce pas une fagon habile de 
tui assignee den frontidres, en dorant la piule Po eee 

La prite de possession do I'Uganda et la conquéte de lUnyoro, que suivra bien 
certainement une mainmise sur les provinces Equatoriales, ne sont que des détails dans 
Vensemble du projet, mais n'en constituent pas moins des points de repére indiquant 
lairement Ia route suivie par l'influence Anglaise. 

Bientot les Mabdistes, qui ont infligé a !’Angleterre un sanglant éebec, se trouvant 
censerrés de toutes parts, seront & leur tour anéantis ou vaineus, 

Du c6té du Tchad nous voyous un esclave, renommné, il est vrai, pour 1a bravoure et 
‘ton intelligence, apparattre subitement a Ia téte de bandes armées de fosis & tir rapide et 
guise, roaut ur le Boruou, dépose le Soltan qui y réguait et pénitre dans Kouks, le 

aris du Soudan Central, 

Ne pourrat-on pas voir Id une manifestation de la puissance Anglaise, surtout si Yon 
songe que Rabah n'était autre que Je bras droit de Zouber Pacha, Yami bien conou des 
Anglais ? 

Enfin, plus au sud, secondée par un homme d'une vaste intelligence et d’uo mérite 
sans égal, Cécil Rhodes, Angleterre poursuivait sa campagne du Cap de Bonne-Espérance 
4 Zanzibar. 

Les petits Brats qui sont semés le long des ebtes de M'Aftique sont sans avenir par 
‘eux-mémes, tandis que les Colonies Allemandes, Italieanes, Portuguises, et Espagnoles ‘ne 
sauraient grondir. 

L’Ritar Indépendant du Congo et qui du reste ne peut plus guére s'augmenter de 
nouveaux territoires, la France et l'Angleterrc, voild les trois Puissances qui se partageront 
PAfrique. 

L’Anglete.,e a fait tout son possible pour que lceuvre de pénétration ne s'accomplisse 
pas, Elle se rendait bien compte, en effet, de Timmense avantage que ce fait nous 
donnerait sur elle. 

‘Aussi, si nous voulons mener a bien 'auvre de la France ea Afrique, finirons-nous 
Par reconnaltre que seul, le chemin de fer du ‘Transsaharien Central nous permetira 
uriver les premiers. 

core faudrait-il qu'il soit construit avant la création de la ligne télégraphique 
@Alesandrie an Cap ot dont T'éabliversent sera forcément suivi de'la ewaton dan 
chemin de fer qui porterait un coup mortel & notre influence. 





No. 74. 
Cousul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 25.) 


ad, : Tunis, November 1805. 
I HAVE the honour to inclose, as the result of the further inquiry which, as T 
had the honour of stating in my despatch No, 80 of the 26th ultimo, I intended 


making with reference to the amount of damages caused to the molo at Bizerta by the 
x a report which I have just received from what I cannot but consider a8 a good 


suthicity. The actual damage according to this ngoount Is as Tvontured to ticipate, 
leas than what was reported by the correspoudent of the * Unione,” and more than 
that reported by the British Acting Consular Agent, in reply to my request for 
information on the subject. peas 

(Signed) SW. HL. D. HAGGARD, 


Tuejypure in No. 74. 
Report seceived by Cone:l-General Haggard, 


E m'empresso A vous communiquer Ia réponse quo j'ai reguo de Bizerto au sujet 
des cite elt dorntee bourraaque, ‘La jetéo vul'a 26 Uémolie pour la fongueur de 
800 métres, lo phare de cotte jetée a disparu et deux grues i vapeur qui avaient eu le 
¢ sort ont pu étro repéchées. = 
ot doax plus petits sur deax éperons qui protigent dans Vavant-port T'ncots dix 
canal. 
‘Tunis, le & Nocembre, 1895. 





No. 75. 


ConsuleGeneral Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 9.) 


oie, coe Tunis, November 18, 1895, 


Lord, 
My TESBSEQUENT to his letter on the subject of the damnge’ done to the works at 


izerta by the late gale which I had the honour to inclose in my despatch No. 64 of 
etn Leen, my iaforment states that, in order to verify accurately his assertions, 
hie took a boat so as to examine minutely the injuries, and that he found them exactly as 
he had stated, save that there was also some damage done to the northern pier. 

‘Your Lordship may recllet that the British Acting Consular Agent, in bis despatch 
‘of which I had the honour of inciosing a copy in my despatch No, 80 of the 26th 
October last, attributing to the “ Unione” a statement which that paper had not made 
as to the northern pier having been injured, denied that it had, and drew therefrom the 
conclusion that the eastern pier had only suffered owing to the work having only been 
eonstructed recently, and not having had time to settle. a 

If, however, my informant be correct, his statement not only disproves that of 

10, but demolishes his deduction, as the northern pier has been concluded 
for time, considerably over a year, I beliove, and was, moreover, lees exposed to 
the wind than’ was the eastern, s0 it would soem possible that the danger to the 
‘oostrction fom a gale may be ons which may arive go othr ocasins in the Fare 

ve, &e. 
Gigued) ' W. H. D. HAGGARD. 











nan 


a 


No. 76, 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received December 9.) 


(No, 90. Cousfidential.) 
M Tunis, November 19, 1895, 


ly 
I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy and translation of a despatch from the 
Acting Consular Agent at Bizerta, informing me that notices have been put up in that 
town, signed by the Captain of Artillery, inviting tenders for the construction of an 
arsenal at a cost not exceeding 123,000 fr. Mr. Spezzichino calls attention to the fact 
that no place is specified forthe construction of the “arsenal.” The place which goes 
by that name now is situated at the extreme end of the lake, many miles away from the 
sea, It is possible, however, that the place meant may be the ground which was 
expropriated for the construction of a “parc d'artilleric,” as so marked on the map 
inelosed in my despatch No, 76 of the 7th October, and ‘my Italian colleague informs 
me that his agent lias so reported, and that the sum allotted for the construction amounts 
to 183,000 fr., not 123,000 fr. as reported by Mr. Spezzichino. 
Thm requesting Mr. Spezzichino to give me farther information, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) " W. H. D. HAGGARD. 


Inclosure in No. 76. 


 Speszichino to Consul-Genera! Haggard, 


Translation.) 
ir, ta Consular Agency, November 12, 1895. 
LHAVE the honour to report that notices, signed by the local Captain of Artillery, 
were to-day posted up on the town walls, tenders—to be adjudicated on the 
26th November—for the construction of an arsenal at a cost of about 123,000 fr. 
‘The position of the suid arsenal was not, however, indicated, but will be known as 


oon as the works have been begun. 
Thave, &e, 
SPEZZICHINO. 





Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received December 9.) 


(No, 91. Confidential 
My Lord, Tunis, November 81, 1895. 

IN iny despatch Xo. 86 of the 14th instant, I hare mentioned that, in view of the 
feeling in his colony, the Italian Agent and Consul-Ceneral thought it advisable to call 
the Resident-Generals attention to the bad effects which might be produced by the 
constant attacks on it of the French press. Since then the “Dépéche,” the only paper 
here over which the Resident has any practical influence, has been mich more reticent 
and moderate in tone. 

M, Machiavelli has told me that in the course of the conversation the Resident 
expressed surprise that the editor of the Italian paper, the “ Unione,” lind never been to 
call on him; to which M. Macchiavelli had replied that, frankly, M. Millet could hardly 
expect that he would do so in view of the attitude and words with reference to the 
Italian colony hitherto attributed to him, and then went on to say, ‘* You will forgive 
my saying 0, but you have not hitherto been ‘trop habile* in 'your treatment of 
Italians ; * Pourquoi brasquer tant de questions?” 

M. Machiavelli told me that M. Millet took this little lecture, which, as he said, 
six months back would have led toa violent outburst, in very good part, saying that 
when he first came here he did not understand the situation, which be had taken “en 
4gros;" that now he saw that, failing French, who apparently could not be persuaded 
to come here, the laborious Italinn population must be encouraged and fostered. 
M. Macehinvelli added that, in the ardour of his new-born enthusiasm, he even spoke in 





lock here. This certainly shows great indulgence, for the 
Sicilian colony, though it has doubtless many hard-working men amongst its members, 
‘25 many cut-throats and gaol-birds as, I fancy, could be found among any 
ions. Many of them are escaped criminals, or men who have 
1d nearly all the many crimes of violence which weekly take place 
committed by Sicilians. 
Thave, &e, 


(Signed) W. HD. HAGGARD, 





No. 78. 


Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 9.) 


works 

which extend across the gut of the Lake of Bizerta, ent would. appear likely 

to be one from the lake scawards, possibly caused hy the recent rains, but, as usual, 

Thave no information from the Acting Consular Agent ; and although Lam writing to 

him for information, can, as your Lordship will have observed, by no means roly on the 
accuracy of the intelligence which he will consequently give me, 
Thave, &e, 

(Signed) "W.-H. D, HAGGARD, 


Inclosure in No, 78, 
Extract from the Unione" of November 24, 1806, 


(Transiation.) 

IN the recent storms, as I havo elsewhere had occasion to inform the readers of the 
* Unione,” the violence of the waves produced by a wind—a veritable hurrieane—coming. 
from the north-north-east, partially destroyed the southern jetty, dispersing about 
300 metres of the wall, cerried away a provisional lighthouse placed thercon, damaged 
even the northern je‘ty s'zsady thoroughly consolidated, and would, had’ it. lasted 
Jonger, have svoy* sway the other iron lighthouso, just as it tore from their positions two 
stoam revolving eraues and precipitated them into the sea. Now the irresistible strength 
of the internal current in the lake, forcing itself among the iron serewed stakes of the 
barrier, has torn them up, and has carried away—they being completely lost-—the. steel 
nets forming the new fishery, which were believed to be indestructible, ‘The loss 
certainly amounts to more than’ 50,000 fr. 

AAs is thus seen, this splendid harbour has certai 
Should the sea become rough, the entry is at least hypothetical; and should the ailluents 
to the lake increase in volume, the current becomes so violent as to be a real source of 

r. 
But for a naval port it appears that this diffieulty is not of any great importance, 
‘The proof of this is hat the works of tho arvenal have been begun,” A commtoosenet 
is being made with the “ pare dartilleric,” which is of immense size, situated on the 
shore of the Seba, that is, of the so-called Commercial Harbour, and which at the same 
time guards the entrance to the lake. instead of being an anillery barrack, as might 
bbe understood by the name " parc,” it is really a completely equipped arsenal—a depot 
for powder, shells, mitrailleuses, projectiles of ‘every kind, repairing workshops, &e.—in 
fine, everything necessary for the rapid fitting out of a fleet, and for putting an army on 
a wat footing. 











aaa... LT 


r ‘to 
‘i sand not to 138,000 fr. as stated by my eae tities 
ap Hcttno gids that e has igely learot that the place wlio GhelSeeteal 
ibe constructed is the “ pare d’artillerie,”” thus confirming my other inforntion on 


T have, &o, 
(Signed) W. H; D: HAGGARD. 





